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IN o CEE 


To the PUBLIC. 


Seer Have ' obſerved, that when 2 new 
book begins to make a noiſe in the 
+ world, every one is deſirous of be- 
coming acquainted with the author; 
and this impatience increaſes the more 
he endeavours to conceal himſelf, --- I expect to 
hear an hundred different names aſcribed to the 
InvisIBLEz=--ſome of which J ſhould, perhaps, be 
proud of, others as much aſhamed to own.---Sume 
will-doubileſs take me for a philoſopher,--- others 
for a fool ;---with ſome I ſhall paſs for a man of 
Vox. I. ng | p! . 
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pleaſure, — with others for a ſtoic ; — ſome will 
look upon me as a courtier, — others as a. patriot ; 
but whether I am any one of theſe, or whether I 
am even a man or a woman, they will find it, 
after all their conjectures, as difficult to diſcover 
as.the longitude, Li . 


| T think it therefore a duty incumbent on my 
| good-nature to put an early ſtop to ſuch fruitleis 
inquiſitions, and alſo at the ſame time to ſatisfy, 
S | < in ſome meaſure, the curioſity of the Public, by 
"nt giving an account of the means by which I at- 
C tained the Gift of Inviſibility I poſſeſs, 


Know then, gentle reader, that in the former 
part of my life it was my good fortune to do a 
4 ſignal ſervice to a certain venerable perſon ſince 
| dead : — he was defcended from the ancient Magi 

| 

| 


of the Chaldeans, inherited their wiſdom, and was 
well verſed in all the myſtic ſecrets of their art.— 
Beſides his gratitude for the good offices I had done 
him, he ſeem'd to have found ſomething in my 
humour and manner of behaviour that extremely 
pleaſed him ; — he would often have me with him, 
5 and entertained me with diſcourſes on things af 
which otherwiſe I ſhould have had no idea. 
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| But it was not long that I enjoyed this benefit; 

; — he ſent for me one day to let me know he was 

g much indiſpoſed, and deſired I would come imme- 
- diately to him: — I went, and found him not as I 
| expected, in bed, but ſitting in an eaſy chair, — 
* After the firſt ſalutstions were over, and I had 
. placed myſelf pretty near him, — My good 
l « friend, ſaid he, taking hold of my hand, I feel 
1 that I ntaſt ſhortly quit this buſy world; — the 
Ii « filver cord is looiened, — the golden bowl is 
© broken, — every thing win me haſtens to a 
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<'ſp:edy diſſolution; and I am willing to ſee you 
once more before I ſet out on my journey to that 
< land of ſhades, — as Hamlet truly ſays, 


That undiſcover'd country, from whoſe bourn 
No traveller returns,” | 
© As the remembrance of you, continued he, 
will certainly accompany me beyond the grave, 
< I would wiſh, methinks, to hold ſome place in 
© yours while you remain on earth, to the end that 
I may not be quite a ſtranger to you when we 
meet in eternity. — I have no land, nor tene- 
© ments, nor gold nor ſilver to bequeath, yet am 
© not deſtitute of ſomething which may be equally 
£ worthy your acceptance,” N E 


Then, after a little pauſe, — © Take this,” 
added he, giving me a key, it will admit you 
into a cloſet which no one but myſelf has ever 
entered; — I call it my Cabinet of Curioſities ; 
and I believe you will find ſuch things there as 
will deſerve that name; — chuſe from among 
them any one that moſt ſuits your fancy, and 
accept it as a token of my love, 1 r 


VV 


He ſaid no more, but rung his bell for a ſervant, 

who, by his orders, conducted me by a narrovr 
winding ſtaircaſe to the top of the houſe, and left 
me at a little door, which I opened with the key 
that had been given me, and found myſelf in a 
ſmall ſquare room, built after the manner of a 
turret; — all the furniture was an old wicker 
chair, with a piece of blanket thrown careleſly 
over it, I ſuppoſe to defend the ſage from the air 
when he ſat there to ſtudy : — near it was placed 
a table, not leſs antiquated, with two globes ;z—a 
ſtandiſh with ſome paper, and ſeveral books in 
HE 2 manuſcript; 
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,manuſcript ; but wrote in characters too unintel- 
Jigible for me to comprehend any part of what they 
contained. Juſt in the middle of the cieling huug 
a pretty large cryſtal ball, filled with a ing 


yellowiſh powder, and this inſcription paſted on it: 
The ILLvusiveE Pow DER. 


© A $MALL quantity of this powder, blown 
< through the quillof a Porcupine when the Moon 
« in Aries, raiſes: ſplendid viſions in the people's 
eyes; and, if apply'd when the ſame planet is in 
Cancer, ſpreads univerial terror and diſmay.” 


I eaſily perceived that this was one of the Cu- 
rioſities my friend had mentioned, and a great one 
indeed it was; but as I had neither intereſt nor 
inclination to impoſe upon my fellow- creatures, I 
judged it fitter for the poſſeſſion of ſome one or 
other of the mighty rulets of the earth. 


I then turned towards the walls, which were all 
bung round with teleſcopes, — horoſcopes, — 
microſcopes, — taliſmans, — multipliers, — mag- 
nifiers of all degrees and f1zes, — loadſtones cut in 
various forms, and great numbers of mathematical 
inſtruments ; — bur theſe, as I was. altogether ig- 
-norant of their -uſes, I paſſed lightly over, till I 
came to a hand-bell, which having the appearance 
of no other than ſuch as J had ordinarily ſeen at a 
| lady's tea-table, I ſhould have taken no notice of, 
but for a label prefixed to it, on which I found 
theſe words : [5 1 


The SYMPATHETIC BELL, 


« THe leaſt tinkle of which not only ſets all 
the bells of the whole country, be it of ever fo 
large extent, in motion, without the help of men 

r . e 
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to pull the ropes, but alſo makes them play 
vhatever changes the party is pleaſed to nominate.” 


Though I thought art could produce no greater 
wonder than this Bell, yet I felt no ſtrong deſire of 
becoming maſter of it; but proceeded to examine 
w hit farther. rarities. this extraordinary cabinet. 

_ would preſent. — The next I took notice of was a 

pPhial, not much unlike thoſe which are commonly: 

ſold in the ſhops with French hungary-water; 
it had this inſcription :. 


SALTS Of MEDITATION, 


'©< Wnica, held 'cloſe to the noſtrils for the: 
© ſpace of three ſeconds and a half, corrects «I! 
© vague and wandering thoughts, fixes the mind, 
and enables it to ponder juſtly on any ſubject 
© that requires deliberation,” | 


Ibis beneficial ſecret I alſo rejected, through a- 
mere point of conſcience, as thinking it would be. 
a much better ſervice to mankind if in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the divines,. lawyers, politicians,, or phyſi- 
clans, eſpecially the two laſt mentioned, as it might. 
prevent the one from engaging in any enterprize 
they have not abilities or courage to go thro' with, 
— and the other from falling into thoſe grols. 
miſtakes they are frequently guilty of in relation. 


— 


to the caſe. of. the diſeaſed. 


The next, and indeed the firſt thing that raiſed 
in me any covetous emotions, was the apparatus of 
a belt, but ſeemed no more than a collection of 
atoms gathered together in that form, and playing in 
the ſun-beams.— I could not perſuade myſelf it was 
a real ſubſtance, till I took it down, and then 
found it ſo light, that if. I ſhut my eyes I knew 
not that 1 had any thing in my hand. The label 
annexed to it had theſe Words: Ts 
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The BELT of INVISIBILITV, 
* Wricn, faſtened round the body, next the: 


kin, no ſooner becomes warm, than it renders 
« the party inviſible to all human eyes.” 


A little farther, on the ſame ſide of the wall, was 


placed a Tablet, or Pocket-book, which, on ex- 
amining, I found was compoſed of a clear glaſſy 
ſubſtance, firm, yet thin as the bubbles which we 
ſometimes fee riſe on the ſurface of the waters ;— 
it was malleable, and doubled in many foldings, ſo. 
that, when ſhut, it ſcemed very ſmall; but when 
extended, was more Jong and broad than any ſheet 
I ever ſaw cf imperial paper ;—its uſes. were decy- 
pher'd in the following inſcription :- | 


A K M K KM M a nA © „„ 


* 


The WonDEREUL TABLET, 


* WHICH, in. whatever place it is ſpread open, 
receives the impreſſion of every word that is 


ſpoken, in as diſtinct a manner as if engraved, 


and can no- way be expunged, but by the breath 


of a virgin, of ſo pure an innocence as not to 
have even thought on the difference of ſexes ;—. 


after ſuch a one, if ſuch a one is to be found, 


has blown pretty hard upon it for the ſpace of 


ſeven: feconds and three quarters, ſhe muſt wipe 
it gently with the firft down under the left wing. 
of an unfledged ſwan, plucked when the Moon is 
in three degrees of Virgo: — this. done, the 
Tablet will be entirely free from all former me- 
morandums, and fit to take a new impreſſion. 
Note, that the virgin muſt exceed twelve 
years of Age.” „„ 


I was very much divided between theſe two; 


the Belt of Inviſibility put a thouſand rambles into 
my head, which promiſed diſcoveries highly flat 


tering 
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tering to the inquiſitiveneſs of my humour; but 
then the Tablet, recording every thing I ſhould 
hear ſpoken, which I confeſs m memory is too 
defective to retain, filled me with the moſt ardent 
deſire of becoming maſter of ſo ineſtimable a trea- 
ſure: — in fine, — I wanted both; — fo encroach-- 
ing is the temper of mankind, that the grant of 


one favour generally pace the way for ſolliciting 
a ſecond. 


While I was in this dilemma: a ſtratagem⸗ oc- 
curred, which I heſitated not to put in practice, and 
found it anſwer to my wiſhes ; — | took both the 
Belt and Tablet in my hand; and having carefully 
locked the door of the cabinet, returned to the 
Adept; — he ſaw the Belt, which: being long, 
hung over my. wriſt, but not perceiving I had the 
Tablet, — © The choice qu have made, ſaid he 
75 with a ſmile, confirms the truth of what I al- 
ways believed, that curioſity is the moſt. prevail. 
ing pation of tie human mind.“ 


"e 6 


However juſt that poſition may be, reply'd I, 
that propenſity is not ſtrong enough in me, to 
make me able to decide between the wonderful 
Tablet and the no leſs wonderful Belt; — they 
appear to me of ſuch equal eſtimation, that when 
ever I would fix on the one, the benefits of the 
other riſe up in oppoſition to my choice; and'I 
know not which of the two I ſhould receive 
with moſt pleaſure, or leave with the leaſt regret; 
— [ have therefore brought both down to you, 
and intreat you will determine for me.“ 


20S. 9 0.2 


I ſoon perceived he underſtood my meaning per- 
ſectly well; for, after a little pauſe.— When I 
© made you the offer, ſaid he, of whatever you 
85 liked beſt among my collection of curioſities, I 
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intended not that your acceptance of one thing 
ſhould-render you unhappy thro' the want of an- 
other; — take then, I beſeech you, both the Belt 
and'the T ablet, —you ſhall leave neither of them 
behind you z nor do I wonder you ſhould deſire 
to unite them ;— they are, in a manner, conco- 
mitant; and the ſatisfaction that either of them 
would be able to procure, would be incomplete 
without the aſſiſtance of the other,” 


_ ; — — — —v— — AE REI 
3 
[ 
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1 Thus was J put in poſſeſſion of a treaſure, which 
Ji TI thought the more valuable, as I was pretty cers 
| tain no other perſon, in this kingdom at leaſt, en- 
Ji joy'd the like; — after making proper acknowledg- 
| ments to the oblicing donor, { took my leave, and 
El return'd home with a heart overfiowingwith delight, 
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| 1 was not len before I made trial of my Belt, 
3 and found the effects as the label had deſcribed: I 
or alſo opened my Tablet, — ſpoke, and ſaw my 
; "Bj I7OIUS fred PROVE TIN bee and ene | 
g cured ſome Swan's-down, according to direction, 
1 end intreated ſeveral young ladies to breathe upon it 
one after another; but though 1 dare anſwer for 
their virtue, the favour they did me was in 


8 vain—the impreſſion remain'd ſtill indelible, 


1 | F Indeed, when I began to conſider maturely on 
1 the conditions preſcribed in the label on the Tablet, 
1 I was ſenſible that it was not enough for a virgin to 
. be perfectly innocent, ſhe muſt alſo be — 8 ig- 
1 norant, to be qualified for the performance of the 
Fil | taſk required; and not to have once thought on 


the difference of ſexes, ſeem'd a thing ſcarce poſ- 
ſible after ſix or ſeven. years of age at moſt, and 
would have been as great a prodigy as either of 
thoſe that had been bellowed uon web tha Adept, 


W hat 
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What would I not have given for ſuch a one as 
Dorinda in Shakeſpear's Inchanted [{land; but ſuch 
a hope being vain, I was extremely puzzled, and 
knew not what to do; at laſt, however, a lucky. 
thought got me over the difficulty; — it was this: 
J prevailed, for a ſmall ſum of money, with a very 
poor widoyy, who had ſeveral children, to let me 
have a girl of about three years old, to. bring up 
and educate as I judged proper; I then committed 

my little purchaſe to the care of an.elderly, woman, 
whoſe diſcretion I had experienced ;—I communi- 
cated to her the whole of my deſign, and inſtructed: 

her how to proceed in order. to render. it effectual. 


The little creature was kept in an upper room, 
which had no window in it but a ſky-light in the 
roof of the houſe, ſo could be witneſs of nothing 
that paſſed below; — her diet was thin, and very 
ſparing ; — the was not permitted to ileep above 
half the time generally allowed for repoſe, and ſaw , 
no living thing but the old Woman who lay with 

her, gave her od, and did. all. that. was. neceſſary 
about He.. | RES 3 


1 frequently viſited them in my Inviſibility, and 
was highly pleaſed and diverted with the diligence 
of my good old woman; — the not only obeyed: 
my orders with the utmoſt punctuality, but did 
many things of her own accord, which, tho? very 
requiſite, I had not thought of, To Prevent her 
young charge from falling into any of thoſe diſtem- 
pers which the want of exerciſe ſometimes" occa- 
- fions, ſhe contrived to make a ſwing for her acroſs. 
the room, taught her to play at battledore and 
ſhittlecock, — to toſs the ball and catch it at the. - 
rebound, and ſuch like childiſh gambols, which 
both delighted her mind, and kept her limbs in a 
continual motion, „C000 


a + I & =, & A 
B * , TY SEE $A 44k iS Th | 


Py 


10 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 
1 This conduct, and this regimen conſtantly oB- 
Fi ſerved, maintained my virgin's purity inviolate, as 
IF I did not fail to make an eſſay in a few days after 
1 ſhe entered into her thirteenth year, and the ſuc- 
„ ceſs of my endeavours made me not regret the 
11 Pains J had been at for ſuch a length of time. 


3 Novy it runs into my head that ſome people will 
1 not credit one word of all this; for as there are 
many who believe too much, there are yet many 
more who will believe nothing at all but what their 
on ſhallow reaſon enables them to comprehend.. 
— Well, — let them judge as they think fit, —- 
| let them puzzle their wiſe noddles till they ake, — 
14 J ſhall fit ſnug in my Inviſibility while they loſe 
1 Half the pleaſure, and, it may be, all the imꝑrove- 


ment of my lucubrations. 


2 > 2 1 N ad 2 
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N N But thoſe who reſolve to purſue me through the 
| following pages with an ingenuous candour, I 
fatter myſelf will loſe nothing by the chace; — 
| they will find me in various places,. though not in. 
fo. many as perhaps they may expect ;—they would. 

jn vain. ſeek me at court- balls, - city- feaſts, — the 
1 Halls of juſtice, or meetings for elections; — nor 
410 do I much haunt the opera or play-houſes : — in. 
| nne, I avoid all crouds, — all mixed aſſemblies, 


except the maſquerade and Venetian Balls. — I am 
| a member of the eſtabliſhed church; but as I am 
| | not aſhamed of appearing at divine worſhip, never 
1: put on my Inviſible Belt when J go there. I re- 
vere regal authority, but ſeldom viſit the cabinet of 
' princes ; becauſe they are generally ſo filled with 
' a thick fog, that the cryſtaline texture of my Ta- 
blets could not receive what was ſaid there, fo 
as to be read diſtinctly; — nor do I much care to 

venture myſelf among their miniſters of ſtate, or 
any of their under- working tools; the floorsof their 
1 | rooms, 


rr 
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rooms, in which their cabals are held, are com- 
poſed of ſuch ſlippery. materials that the leaſt aus 
pas might endanger. my Inviſibility, if not my: 
neck. I ſhould be more frequently with-the mi- 
litary gentlemen, but that they are ſo apt to draw 
their ſwords without oecaſion, that while they 
think they are fencing in the air, they might chance 
to cut my Belt aſunder; — and what a figure L 
ſhould make, when one half of me was diſcover'd, 
and the other was concealed. I will not mention 
the conſequence ſuch a ſight might produce in 
ſome of them. . 


But it would be of little importance to the Pub- 
lick to be told where I am not, unleſs. they alſo 
know where I am: — have patience then, good 
people, and you ſhall be ſatisfied. N 


Sometimes I ſtep in at one or other of thoſe 
gaming-houſes, which are above law, by being un- 
der the protection of the great; but I ſeldom ſtay 
long in any of them, as I can ſee nothing there but 

what J have ſeen an hundred times before in thoſe 
leſſer aſſemblies of the ſame kind, that have been 
ſo juſtly put down by authority. | 


Sometimes I peep into the cloſer of an · antiqua- 
rian, where J find matter enough to excite both my 
pity and contempt. What greater inſtance can 
we have of the depravity of human nature than in 
a: rich curmudgeon, who, while he grumbles to 

allow his family neceſſary food, chearfully unties 
his bags and pours out fifty, or it may be an hun- 
dred guineas, for the purchaſe of a bit of old cop- 
per, — only becauſe a- fellow of more wit than 
honeſty. tells him it was found under the ruins of 
an ancient wall, where it had been buried ever ſince 
the time of Julius Cæſar or Severus. 
| 2 Some- 
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Sometimes too I amuſe myſelf with turning over 
the collection of a virtuoſo, where I am always 
filled with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, at finding { ums 
ſufficient to endow an hoſpital laviſhed in the pur- 
chaſe of wings of butterflies, — the ſhells of fiſhes, 
— dried bo. nt, pt Ie paw of ſome; exotic animal, 
and ſuch like haubles, neither pleaſing in their 
praſpects, nor uſeful in heit natureb. Cy, N 


Slime Lenke. one at the leven: of a rich 
heir, juſt arrived from his travels to the poſſeſſion of 
an overgrown eftate; where I cannot help tremb- 
ling for the future fate of the poor youth, on ſee- 
ing him beſieged with a crowd of marriage-brokers, 
—pleaſure-brokers,—exchange-brokers,—lawyers, 
gameſters, — French taylors, —Dreſden, milliners, 
petitioning harlots, — congratulating ' poets; in 
fine, with ſharpers, 8 and ſycophants of 
every kind, . 


Sometimes I mingle in the route of a woman of 

quality—ſee who wins, — who loſes at play, and 

in what manner ladies are frequently obliged to 
pay their debts of honour. 


When I have nothing better to employ my time, 
Tloiter away ſome hours in St. James's Park, Ken- 
1ington-gardens, or at Vaux- hall, Ranelagh, and 
Mary- le-bon, and am often in of ſome ſcenes 
exciting preſent mirth and future reflection. 


But my iet delight i is in the drawing rooms of 
ſome celebrated toaſts, whence. I often ſteal into 
their bed-chambers ; but don't be. frighted, ladies, L 
never a my inſpections farther than the rũelle. 


Theſe 
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Theſe are ſome few particulars of the tour I 
have made; — to give the whole detail would be 
too tedious.—l ſhall therefore only ſay, that where- 
ever I am found, I ſhall always be found a lover 
of morality, and no enemy to religion, or any of 
its worthy profeſſors, of what ſect or denomina- 
tion ſoever. „ ee wrrmn ts vent 


And-now, reader, having let thee into the ſecret 
of my. hiſtory, as far as it is convenient for me to 
reveal, I ſhall leave thee to enjoy the advantage of 

_ thoſe diſcoveries my Inviſibility enabled me to make. 


Bt -& - - EK EEG --- - + 
de de 1692007 , 
Contains fome premiſes very neceſſary to be obſerved by 

every reader; and alſo an account of the author's 


Fri Invifible Vide 


Jos was in the beginning of that ſeaſon of the 
. year which affords moſt food for an enquiring 
mind, that I had got all things in order to ſally - 
forth on my Inviſible Progreſſions; the auguſt re- 
preſentatives of the whole body of the people were 
Juſt ready to aſſemble ; — the expounders of the 
law. were hurrying to Weſtminſter-hall, and thoſe 
of the goſpel to pay their compliments at St. 
James's ;—the ſhips of war were moſtly moored, 
and their gallant commanders had quitted the rough. 
athletic toil for the ſoft charms of eaſe and luxury; 
the land heroes, wha. having no employment for 
their ſwords, had paſſed their days in rural ſports, 
now hunted: after a different ſort of game at the 
_ theatres, and maſquerades frequent conſultations 
were held at the toilets of the ladies, on ways and 

| mean 


- 


| means to outſhine each other in the circle ; former 
| amours were now revived, and even new ones 
3 every day commenced: —madam Intelligence, witk 
1 her thouſand and ten thouſand emiſſaries, all Ioaded 
1 with reports, ſome true, ſome falſe, flew ſwiftly 
1 through each quarter of this great metropolis; and 
aj had every pore of. every human body. been an ear, 
= i they all might have been fully gratified.. f 


1 Beſides the gratification of a darling paſſion, I 
had another, and much more juſtifiable reaſon for 
| the value 1 ſet upon the legacy. of my. departed 
friend; which is this, — l have it in my power to 
$ pluck off the maſk of hypocriſy from the ſeeming 
1 ſaint; — to expoſe vice and folly in all their va- 
1 rious modes and attitudes; to ſtrip a bad action of 
[i all the ſpecious pretenees made. to conceal or pal- 
| *liate it, and ſhew it in its native uglineſs. At: 
| the fame time, I have alſo the means to reſcue in- 
6 jured ĩnnocence from the cruel attacks begun by 
1 envy and ſcandal, and propagated by prejudice and 
i ill- nature. In a word, I am enabled, by this pre- 
i: (ik eious gift, to ſet both things and perſons in their 
ith proper colours ; and not in ſuch as, either through. 
1 malice or partial favour, they are frequently made 
1 to appear. 8 | 


— 


I ſhould be ſorry, however, if any thing Fhave 
ſaid ſhould give the reader occaſion to imagine I 
am going to preſent him with a-book. of: ſcandal; 
no; the ſecrets of families, and characters of 
perſons, ſhall be always ſacred with me; I ſhall 
give no man the opportunity of indulging a malt 
clous pleaſure of laughing at his neighbour's faults: 
—- my aim in this work is not to ridicule, but re- 
form. I would touch the hearts, not call a bluſh 
upon the face; and as few people have errors 
ſo peculiar to themſelves, as there are not many 
r | | guilty 
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guilty of the like, if the offender keeps his own: 
counſel, he may very well paſs undiftinguiſhed- 
among the crowd of others equally culpable. | 


Verramond is juſtly accounted one of the moſt: 
accompliſhed gentlemen: of the preſent age; - the 
gracefulneſs of his perſon, — the engaging manner 
of his converſation;—his fine addreſs and uncom- 
mon capacity, make his company deftred by the 
young and gay part of the world; as his great learn- 
ing and perfect knowledge of mem and things ren- 
der him the oracle of the more grave and ſerious: 
F had frequently the honour of meeting him at ſe- 
veral places where I vifited, and found nothing in 
him which could in the leaſt contradict thoſe high 
ideas fame had given me of him. * 


It was therefore natural for” me to take the adi 
vantage of my Gift of Inviſibility, in order to vie 
this great perſon in his moſt retired moments; 

J mean, when he was alone, and divefted of al! 
thoſe modes and ceremonies, which often diſguiſe- 

the real man, and'ſhew him to the Public far dif- 

ferent from what he is. «31234 | ; 


Accordingly, the firſt viſit I made in my Belt, 
was at his houſe ; I ſlipt in as ſoon as I ſaw the 
door opened, - went up ftairs, and-paſled through 
feveral rooms till L came to that where he was fit= 
ting ;— I found him with a book in his hand, on 
which he ſeemed very intent; I doubted not but 
it was a treatiſe of philoſophy, or ſome other piece 
of learning or wit, ſuitable to the capacity of ſo 
great a genius; but how much was F ſurpriſed, 
when, looking over his ſhoulder, I perceived it 
was Hoyle's method of playing the Game of Whiſt! 
— He appeared more than ordinarily taken up 
with one page, for he read it over three on four 
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times, then ſtarted up from his chair, and throwing 
the book from him in a rage, — * Curſe on this 
« ſtuff, cry'd he, it is good for nothing but to 
| e reach a man how to undo himſelf with more art.” 
After walking for ſome minutes backwards and 
forwards in the room; with a diſordered. motion, he 
flung himſelf into his chair, and fell into a profound 
reſveric, in which I knew not bow long he might 
have continued, if he had not been routed. from it 
by the approach of a perſon, who I preſently found: 
was, his ſteward. 


4 The buſineſs on which this man came into the- 
room was no way pleaſing to Verramond; but be- 
cauſe I would: avoid the troubleſome repetitions of, 
aid he, — and reply'd he, and re/um'd * 
ether, and ſuch like introductions to every ſpeech, 
I ſhall preſent all thoſe dialogues, which are pro- 
per to be communicated to the Public, in the ſame 
manner as in the printed copies of ien per- 


far mange. 
| Steward. My lord, the ſeveral tradeſinen; whom 


your lordſhip order d to come this morning, are 
« below, and wait your lordſhip's commands. 

Verramond. * I have no commands for them at 
© preſent, ſo ſend them away > 

Steward. * Shall I bid them attend your 3 
ct ſhip. to-morrow? _ 

Verramond. * Aye,——to morrow. fix months if 

you will; for I ſhall ſcarce have any buſineſs 
« +-wich them before. | 

Steward. My lord, I told them they ſhould all. 
© be paid off this morning. What — can 
< ] make to them for ſuch a diſappointment? 

Verramond. E'en what you will; — if you can. 
invent nothing better, you may tell them that you. 
5 re when you made that promiſe in my name. 

Steward. 


* 
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Steward, * Your lordſhip knows it was by your 
own order I made them that promiſe ; and that 
you ſent me into the city yeſterday for money, 
which I doubted not but was to make good what 
I had told them: — if your lordſhip pleaſes to 
conſider, it is now a. long time ſince they brought 
in their bills, and they have had a great A of 
patience. 

Herramond. Rot their patience, — Do 
© think to make a merit to me of their patience. £2 
— Go, I ſay, ſend them away, and let me hear 
no more of them,” 


„ ET os vo WT oa, 


The tone in which Verramond uttered theſe 
words was ſo auſtere, that the honeſt domeitic had 
not courage to reply, but left the room immediate- 
ly, probably to receive no ſofter treatment below 
from thoſe he was compell'd to diſappoint, than 
he had juſt met with above for attempting to n- 
tercede i in their behalf. 5 
Lord Macro was preſently after introduced 
the late ſullenneſs of Verramond ſeem'd now en- 
. tirely diſſipated ; — whatever was in his heart his 
countenance wore only ſmiles, and he ran to re- 
ceive him with open arms, and all the teſtimonies of 
the molt perfect ſatisfaction ; — and yet, as I foon 
found b 17 diſcourſe they had together, this very 
Macro, the night before, had won of him at play 
fifieen hundred pounds, which was the ſum he had 


ſet apart for the payment, of his creditors. — Their 


converſation turning wholly upon g's hr ſuh- 
ject neither entertaining nor improving U give 
my readers no more than a bare ſpecimen of it. 


Lord ; c My dear Verramond, I N 
not be eaſy till I ſaw — this morning. I thought 
you left the company ſomewhat abruptly laſt night, 
8 and 


7 
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© and was afraid your ill luck had given you ſome 


& chagrin, 8 

Verramond. Not in the leaſt; my dear Macro, 
© — I never think any thing loſt that a friend 
gains; but I remembered that J had ſome letters 
© to write, otherwiſe would have ſtaiq and truſted 
& fortune with a brace or two of hundreds farther. 

Lord Macro. As it is an honour' to get the 
better of your. Jord{tiip'in any thing, fo it will 
be no diſgrace to be overcome by a perſon of 
© ſuch ſuperior abilities; therefore I am ready to- 
give you your revenge when you think fit. 


Verramond. Nay, as for that, Macro, it muſt 
be. confeſſed you know that game better than I.” 


Here followed æ long ſucceſſion of mutual com- 
pliments on each other's ſkill in play, of which 
growing heartily tired, I was beginnipg to think 
of leaving the place, and ſhould have done ſo, if 


the appearance of the ſteward. a ſecond time had 
not made me expect ſome change in the ſcene j; — 


his errand, and the ſucceſs it met with, wilt not. 
perhaps appear ſo extraordinary to thoſe unac- 


quainted with the modiſh way of thinking, as it then 


did to me. 


Steward. * Farmer Hobſon is below, my lord”; 
© — the poor man has rode hard all night, on pur- 


© poſe to reach town this morning, and lay his mi- 
© ſerable condition before your lordſhip. | 
Jerramond. Piſh, what have I to do with his 

© condition ? „ 


Steward. © He fays, lord, that his crap 
© prov'd fo bad laſt year, that he had fcarce where- 
& with to ſtock the ground; — that Mr. Hard- 
* meat, your lord{hip's ſteward in the country, is 
very ſenfible of his misfortunes ; yet, tho” there 
are but five quarters due, threatens to turn him 


© out. 
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© out of the farm next week; — he therefor® 
© humbly hopes your lordſhip will take compaſſion 
+. on him, as he has ſix ſmal] children, and his wife 
< now lying-in of the ſeventh. 

Vtrramond.. + What: buſineſs have ſuch: fellows 
to get children? Does he expect my rent ſhall 
go for the maintenance of his brats? 

Steward, * He begs your lordſhip to confi . 

that for theſe eleven years he has rented the farm, 
he has always paid your lordſhip honeſtly, and 

does not doubt, through Providence, . but to do 
ſo ſtill, if your lordſhip is pleaſed to have pa- 

tience till: next harveſt 1 is over, and not ruin him 
at once. 

Ferramond. * Let me hear no more of this ſtuff. 
© — [ leave all to Mr. Hardmeat; he knows what 
he has to do, and I will give myſelf no trouble 
about it.. 


„ 


R M M K & * 
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| T he ſteward; with whoſe good: nature — ins 
finitely charn', had his mouth open to urge ſome-- 

thing farther.in behalf of the diſtreſs'd farmer, but 
was prevented by a ſervant that inſtant coming in 
and preſenting a letter to Verramond, who then 
bid him go down and tell the unhappy ſupplicant. 
he might return home, for there was no anſwer to: 
be given to his complaint. 


Verramond would not open the letter he had juſt 
received till he knew who ſent it; but on his 
footman's informing him it came from Mr. Gamble, 


he haſtily. broke the ſea], and found the contents as. 
follows: 


c My ever honour'd lord, 
I HaprREN'p to be engag d laſt night at a houſe 
where the conſtable with his poſſe made a 
s. forcible Entrance, demolithed our tables, put moſt. 
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of the company to flight, and ſeized. the reſt; I 
was unluckily one of the laſt claſs, and committed 
to durance vile, as Hudibras fays, as your lord- 
ſhip will perceive by the date hereof. _ 

A perſon here has undertaken, for a fee of five 
guineas, to procure my immediate diſcharge,.and. 
do not doubt by the method he propoſes but 
he is able to do it. —I am not, however, at 
preſent, maſter of as many ſhillings, nor can any 
way raiſe the money he demands, having been: 
obliged the day before this accident befell me, to 
leave my watch, linen, and beſt apparel, at Mr. 
Grub's, in truſt for a ſmall ſum required of me 
by the pariſh-officers, on account of a baſtard 
child, which a wench of the town has done me 
the honour to ſwear I am the father of. 
All my hopes, therefore, of getting out of 
limbo are in your lordſhip's generoſity, which if 
« you vouchſafe to grant me this one more proof. 
of, I ſhall, if poſſible, be more than ever, | 


With the moſt profound duty, 


— 


R K „ „ 


K N MW a A N 


— 


| . Dear patron, 
Bridewell,  * Your devoted vaſſal, 


© RIcHARD GAMBLE. 


» % 


3 


P. S. I had forgot to acquaint your lordſhip, 
e that I ſhall have need of more than the above- 
© mentioned ſum for diſcharging the fees of this 


[ c curſed hole, without the payment of which I. 

b © cannot be releaſed.” - 

Y , Verramond heſitated not a moment to comply 

| with this requeſt, nor even whether he ſhould ex- 

A ceed what was deſired of him: --- he drew out his 
j 


purſe, put ten guineas into the footman's hands, 
and ordered him to run directly to Bridewell ;,--- 
A carry 
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*carry that money to Mr. Gamble, with his com- | 
pliments, and let him know he ſhould be glad te 
ſee him as ſoon as he had recovered his liberty. 


Who will ſay now that Verramond is not liberal?. 
--- butalas,---how ill placed an act of benevolence 
was this ! --- Was it not rather caprice than true 
charity, which induced him to beſtow this mo- 
ney to ſave a common ſharper from the puniſh- 
ment he juſtly merited; yet at the ſame time re- 
fuſe an honeſt induſtrious tenant a ſmall reſpite of 
payment, tho' to preſerve him and his poor family 
from deſtruction ? --- But Gamble was a necellary 
perſon at a gaming-table ;---he was of importance 
to his pleaſure that way, and the farmer being 
only regarded for the rent he paid, when deficient 
in that muit be thrown out like a piece of uſeleſs 


lumber, and his place occupied by ſome one who 
promiſed to be of greater utility. | 


Yet do I not think ſuch a conduct is always to 
be aſcribed to the fault of nature. --- Verramond 
has certainly the ſeeds of virtue and honour in his 
ſou] ; but they are ſuffocated and choaked up by 
his immoderate love of play : ---Strange is it, that 
a man, capable of thinking ſo juſtly, will not be at 
the pains of thinking at all, but ſutfer himſelf to be 
ſwayed, by a darling propenſity to actions, which, 
if he once reflected upon, he would be ſo far from 


erpetrating, that he would deſpiſe the very temp- 
tation of being guilty of. | 


1 
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CHAP. II. 


| i þ Preſents the reader with ſame paſſages which cannot 
| | Jail of entertaining thoſe not interefled in them; 
and may be of ſervice to thoſe who are. ES 


17 A MONG the numerous troops of Britiſh toaſts, 
it there are few who ſhine with more diſtin- 
guiſhed Juſtre in all public places, than the beauti- 
ful Marcella. Beſides an exact ſymmetry of features, 
a moſt delicate complexion and a fine- turned 
ſhape, there is ſomething -peculiarly enchanting in 
her air and- mien: I never ſee her without being 
reminded of the celebrated deſcription Milton gives 
of Eve in her ſtate of innocence-; | 


= 


Grace is in all her ſteps, heav'n in her eye, 
In ev'ry geſture dignity and love, 


dhe was married very young to Ce'adon,--- and 
though neither of their hearts had been conſulted in 
the match, yet they had the reputation of living 
well together 3 — they behaved to each other with 
the greateſt complaiſance in public, and if any 
cauſe -of diſcontent ever happened between them, 
- both had the diſcretion to keep it extremely pri- 
vate. | 15 


I could not, therefore, expect to make any ex- 
traordinary diſcoveries in this family; ---the door, 
however, happening to be open one day as I paſs'd 
by, I ſtepp'd in without any previous deſign, and, 
now I did fo, was rather excited by curioſity of 
ſeeing ſome fine pictures, which I had been told 
were in the houſe, than of prying into the beha- 

viour of the owners. 1 
| 105 But 
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But it frequently falls out, that what we leaſt 
ſeek we molt eaſily find, and thoſe things we ima- 
gine fartheſt from us are in effect the neareſt: - 
in paſſing through the ſeveral rooms in this houſe [ 
ſaw Marcella writing in her cloſet, and never was 
I fo much amazed as now to find ſo fair a form 
harbour a mind capable of dictating theſe lines.: 


. To FiLLAMOUR, 
< Deareſt of your ſex, 


© THANES to the powers of love and liberty, 
© that hated bar to all my happineſs is removed 
© fora ſhort time. Celadon is gone upon a party 
< of pleaſure, and this night is entirely my own ; 
, if therefore no more agreeable engage- 
ments detain you, come here between the hours 
© of twelve and one; I ſhall take care to 
« ſend all the family to bed, except the faithful 
Rachel, who ſhall attend to admit you, on your 
giving a gentle rap againſt the ſhutter of the par- 
é Jour window next the door: let me know b 
4 the bearer, whether I may expect you, --- tho? 
it is a vickiog I ſcarce doubt of, if any of that 
c affection be ſincere, as you have often yow'd to 


— 


The believing and paſſionate. 
« MARCELLA, 


Having ſealed this billet, ſhe call'd her chamber- 
maid, and order'd her to ſend it, as directed, by a 
truſty porter ; --- then threw herſelf upon a couch, 

----took the novel of Silvia and Philander. read 
a little. in it,---ſigh'd, and ſeem'd all diffoly'd in the 
moſt tender languiſhment, when her emiſſary re- 
turn'd, and brought this anſwer to her ſummons: 


To 


nyc > * p — ay 1 
. EN BN 4 —— 


bee 


— a * — * — — 

8 Dn OE OED 
— 4 th. — — um — 
—— I AA ene en, — 
* 1 A ps . 
mane nee LS gt — 
8 N > IE RI ee — 
a ” : 
2 : fix 


2 * 
. 
N 


24 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


To the Charming MARCELLA. 
Dear angel, 


I AM at preſent fatrohuses with a preat deal 
© of company, and have no opportunity to thank 
© as I would the kindneſs of yours: I can only 
© ſay, that nothing ſhall keep me from dag to 
my adorable Marcella, at the appointed hour; 

© *till then — adieu; —- be aſſured that 1 am al- 
6 Ways, wth the utmoſt ardency, . 5 


© Your devoted Vaſtal, 


uy. 7 IM FILLAMOUR.* 
The fair libertine now Spee the higheſt fa- 
tisfaction, and immediately fell into diſcourſe with 
her confidante, Rachel, concerning the manner in 
which this nocturnal gueſt ſhould be concealed, 
and how neither his entrance nor his exit be diſ- 
covered, or even ſuſpected by any of the family. 


I had no curioſity to know any thing farther kd 
this affair, ſo took the firſt opportunity of Jeaving 
the houſe, extremely troubled in my mind that a 
woman, whoſe beauty had ſo much attracted my 
reſpect, ſhould prove herſelf ſo unworthy of it by 
her conduct. 

With hat boldneſs, faid I within myſelf, does 
© the lovely wanton run headlong to her ruin, fear- 
< leſs of guilt, and of the puniſhment which, one 
time or other, muſt be the unfailing o conſequence; 3 


* - 


As if that faultleſs form could act no crime, 
But Heaven on looking on it muſt forgive ” | 


I went home, and got my Tablets clear'd from 


the impure contents of the above- recited epiſtles; 


I wiſh'd, indeed, to think no more of this tranſ- 
action; 


THE INVISIBLE SPY, =x 
action; and, to ſecond my endeayours that way, 
towards evening ſallied out again, equipped in my 
Inviſible Belt, like a true knight-errant, in ſearch 


of ſuch, adventures as- chance ſhould preſent me 
with. ; 


] went to the docdh of an elderly 1287. w with 
whom | formerly had been acquainted; ſhe was at 
that time looked upon as a pattern of piety and 
prudence: — fathers, — huſbands, — brothers, — 

all who had any concern for the virtue and reputa ; 
tion of the female part of their family, recommend- 
ed her example for their imitation; but, at laſt, 
after a long ſeries of the moſt laudable and be- 
coming actions, ſhe at once degenerated into the 
very reverſe of what ſhe had been; — felk into ts 
the faſhionable follies of the times, at an age when 
others are beginning to grow weary of them, and 
commenced a coquette at fifty- five 


I bunk been told ſuch things in relation to her 
conduct, as ſeemed to me too unaccountable to be 
believed; and was extremely ſorry to find, in the 
viſit I now made her, all thoſe reports: confirmed 
by the teſtimony of my own ſenſes, 


This lady, whom I ſhall difinguiſh by the name 
of Lamia, ſets an high value upon herſelf for her 
great ſkill at picquet; ; ſhe challenged Gri- 
zelda, another antiquated belle, who alſo pretends 
to be an adept in that ſcience, to play with her for 
an hundred guineas the firſt four games in fix z; — 
the other loved money, and, not doubting ſhe 
ſhould come off conqueror, readily embraced the 
propoſal; and the night agreed upon between them 


for the decifion of this event, h to be that 5 
in which I went, fea 


| Vor, 2 6 O | | | Grizelda 


. 
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Grizelda came to the door juſt as I did, ſo I 


Nipped in behind, and followed her up ſtairs, where : 


The was received by Lamia with the greateſt polite- 
neſs and ſhew of aftection : — the card-table was 
called for, and the ladies ſat oppoſite to each other ; 
I placed myſelf at the end of the table, that being 
berween them I might have the better opportu- 
nity of obſerving what both did: — they were now 


very ſerious and attentive to the buſineſs they were 


upon; play'd, or rather cheated each other 
with great caution; for J ſoon perceived that it was 
in this latter part of the art of gaming that the 
excellence of either chiefly conſiſted. 


For a time each was ſo taken up with her own 
petites fourberies as not to have leiſure to obſerve 
thoſe practiſed by her adverſary ; at laſt, how- 


ever, Lamia having retaken in a card ſhe had laid 


out, Grizelda perceived it, and accuſed her of the 


change: — rage and diſdain, on finding herſelf de- 
tected, made the cheeks of the other glow with a | 


deeper ſcarlet than the carmine had given them ; 
2nd her eyes, even in deſpite of age, ſparkled with 
kres which love and youth had never power to was 
them with: — the other was no Jeſs enflamed; 

but their reſentment will beſt be ſhewn in the « SS 
ne made uſe of by themſelves. 


; Zinio, I am e you can ſuſpect me 
£ guilty of ſo mean a thing as cheating at cards ;— 


£ jure you cannot think I value the trifle we are 
W hat is an hundred. guineas to 
I regard an hundred no more than a 


playing for. 
© tne? 
* pinch of ſnuff, 


Grizelda. * Madam, I value an anden 4 ag 
© as little as yourſelf; — but I hate to be im- 


s poled upon. 


Lamia. 


— 
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Tumia. What do you mean, madam?— 00 
vyou ſay I have impoſed upon you? 

 Grizelda, *:1: ſay you would have done it, 

* madam, if my eyes had not been quicker than 
vour hands. 

Lamia. Madam, I Gini] your words; ; and if 

you were not in my own houſe ſhould tell you 

that you lyed. 

. Grizelda. * And if it were not in reſpect to your 
age, madam, I ſhould tell you that you were a 
< baſe woman, and. had invited me hither only to 
cheat me of my money. 

Lamia. My age !— good lack, — my age! 
© 1 leave the world to judge which, of us two looks 
« the oldeſt, * beg, madam, you will not de- 
« ceiie yourſelf: 2 falſe locks, 
o 
» 


it is not your long 

hanging dangling on each ſide your face, that 

hide the wrinkles of it, 

Grizelda. . © I wear no plumpers, madam : Do 
vou not remember, when one of yours dropt 
* out of your mouth at Lady Betty's drawing-room, 
© how all the company were frighted at you, and 
5 cry'd out You had loſt half your face?“ 


E. ſlarted on hearing this reproach of Grizelda, 
being at that time utterly unacquainted with the 
meaning of it; but as it is highly probable that a 
great many of my readers may be as ignorant in 
this point as myſelf then was, I ſhall explain it by 
giving a direction of the uſe and preparation of 
plumpers, as I have ſince received it from the 
e of a woman of) diſtinstion. 555 


N way to Lelp Lice Carers, = 
FAE E a piece of the fineſt, cleaneſt ſponge 
Fou can get — cut out of it two fmall bolſters, 
1 and place them between your cheeks and teeth, 


© if you have any; if not, the gums will ſerve to 
A | * wor ep 
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© keep them up; — on taking them out of your 
mouth going to bed, throw them into a tea-cup 
© of roſe or orange flower water, and let them ſoke 
© all night ;—this will not only cleanſe them froni 
© whatever impurities they may have happened to 
© have received, but will alſo give a delectable fla- 
* your to the breath. Probatum ęſt.“ 


Theſe ladies purſued their mutual altercations 
for a conſiderable time, in a faſhion which the in- 
te)ligent reader may eaſily conceive by the ſample I 
have given; —I ſhall therefore only ſay, that after 
having charged each other with all the vices and 
foibles that either of them could think of, they at 
laſt quarrelled themſelves into a reconciliation, — 
begg'd each other's pardon, and went to play a ſe- 
cond time;—then fell out again, and provocations 
on both ſides being renewed, and reproaches ſtill 
growing more piquant, Lamia tore the cards and 
threw them into the fire ;—Grizelda call'd for her 
chair, and left the houſe in a great fury I gladly 
followed her out, being heartily ſick of what i had 
ſcen between theſe fair, or rather unfair antagoniſts; 
but had no opportunity of getting away before, as 
the door had never once been opened. 


It was now near two hours paſt midnight, and I 
found more ſatisfaction in the thoughts of going to 
my repoſe than in thoſe diſcoveries my Inviſibility 
had entertained me with. I was making all the 
ſpeed I could to my apartments for that purpoſe, 
but fate decreed it otherwiſe, and had contrived 
an accident which renew'd all my former curiofity : 
In my way home, I paſs'd thro” the ſlreet where 
Marcella lived; and the fight of her houſe bringing 
freſh into my mind what the morning had preſent- 
ed, I could not keep myſelf from ſtopping ſhort to 
make {ome reflections on the conduct of that fair 

| fallen 


* 
_ 
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fallen angel. — © She is doubtleſs by this. time in 

the arms of her beloved Fillamour, ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, and while revelling in thepleaſures of a looſe 
inclination, forfeits all ſenſe of honour, duty, 
fame, and even what is owing to the merit of 
thoſe charms nature has endowed her with; — 
and oh, — ſtrar.ze paradox of a vicious flame ! 
——renders herſelf f cheap and contemptible in the 


eyes of the very man whole eſteem ſhe moſt wiſhes 
to preſerve,” 


K K 6 aA 0 


How long I ſhould have remained in this reve- 
rie I know not, but .1 was rous'd from it by the 
ſudden appearance of Celadon, who with a light 
carry'd before him came haſtily down the ſtreet and 
x knocked at his own door : to ſee him return at 
a time when [ knew he was ſo little expected, made 
me not doubt but that he had received ſome infor- 
mation of the injury done him, and came in order 
to detect and revenge himſelf on the guilty pair: 
. I trembled for poor Marcella; but what grounds 
J had to do ſo, as well as the event of this night's 
tranſaction, muſt be . to the next e 


eee 
CH AR. 


Canchadis an adventure of a very abs x nature in its 
conſequ ences. 


HE anxiety I was under to know what 

would become of poor Marcella immediate- 
ly determined me to follow her huſband into the 
houſe. A man ſervant not having obeyed. his. 
lady's commands in going to bed, having ſomething 
or other wherewith to employ himſelf in. His own: 
room, on hearing ſomebedy at the door, looked 
through the window, and perceiving it. was his 


„ maſter, 
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maſter, few down ſtairs, and gave him entrance 
on the firft Knock, FE A i 
Rachel, who had been poſted centry in a babe” 
parlour, in order to watch the break of day, an 
conduct Fillamour out of the houſe before any of 
the family were ſtirring, now came rynning out on 
hearing the ftreet-door opened; but ſcarce could 
an apparition have ſpread a greater terror through 
her whole frame, than did the _ of Celadon at 


this juncture. 


Rachel, Lord, fir, wie could have thought your 
* honour would have come home to night? 
Celadn. I did not defign it indeed; but is 
« it ſo wh a thing that a man ſhould change 
« hismind ? i 6 
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In ſpeaking this he was Wen but we threw 
herfelf between him and the foot of the ſtairs, and 
catchirg faſt hold of the ſleeve of his coat, pre- 

- vented him from going up, with theſe E 


\ 
rr 
—— + oye 


Rachel. Oh, dear fir, I beg you will not di- 
« fturb my lady — ſhe is gone to bed very much 
diſcompoſed; pray be ſo good as to ſtep into 
the parlour, there is a good fire, and 1 
vill go and fee t ſhe is CY and tell her you 
are here.“ 

Celadon. My wife ill! | What i is the matter 
„ with her? 

Rachel. * T do not Ede fir, but "Mt was ſeized 
« with a fort of a T can't tell the name of it, 
© .-- indeed not 1; --- but I believe it was ſome- 
thing like a fit, - and ſo, fir, ſhe went to bed 3 
© but { will go and let her know you are come.“ 

Celadon. No, no,——ſhe may be afleep, and 
© It would be a pity to Arp her; therefore ag 
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© take your advice, Mrs. Rachel, and fit a little in 


the parlour. --- Tom, do you go to bed; [ ſhall 
not want any thing to-night.” 


The fellow did as he was commanded ; and I 
could eaſily perceive, by Rachel's countenance, 
that ſhe was upon the wing to be gone too; impa- 

tient, I ſuppoſe, to apprize Marcella of what had 
happened, and affiſt her in contriving ſome means. 
for concealing her gallant ; --- but whatever her 
thoughts were, Celadon had that moment got ſome- 
thing in his head which effectually prevented any 
ſchemes ſhe might otherwiſe have laid for ſecuring, 
the honour of her lady ; --- Tom was no ſooner 
gone, than Celadon took hold of both her hands and 
drew her . into the parlour, with theſe words: 3 


Celadon. Come, Mrs. Rachel, if I am 15 com- 
< plaiſant to my wife's diſorder as to refrain going 
© to bed to her, I think I may very well be al- 
© lowed the pleaſure of your companys by way of 
© conſolation. 

Rachel. Oh, dear fir, what pleaſure can you 
find in the company of ſuch a one as 12 

Celadon. As much as I can with ; — come, ſit 
down, nay, you ſhall fit by me; now we 
© are alone there is no occaſion for all this diſtance 
© between us,---] have a great deal to ſay. to you z. 
nothing ſure was ever ſo lucky as my coming 

© home to night; -I like you, I love you, --- 
and have long'd, almoſt ever ſince you came into 
© the family, for an opportunity to tell you ſo. 
Rachel. Lord, fir, how ſtrangely you talk to 
one !---I wiſh your honour would let me go up- 
ſtairs to ſee how my lady does. 

| Celadin. * No, indeed, I ſhall not ſuffer you to 
run away and leave me alone here; if my wife 


wants any bing ſhe will ring her bell. -=- Come, 
C 4 4 none 
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none of this coyneſs; — let me tell you, child, 
too much reſerve in private with a man who 
loves you, and has it in his power to make your 
fortune, is as unbecoming as too much famili- 
arity would be in public ;—you may depend upon 
it, Whatever favours you beſtow on me ſhall be 
returned with others no leſs agreeable to yourſelf, 
I know very well how a perſon of my ſtation 
ought. to behave towards one of yours 1n theſe 
.cales, and tail act accordingly.” 


Doe Dt MINE 


Rachel made no reply to all this; but hung down 
her head, and looked extremely ſilly.—Celadon, in- 
terpreting her ſilence as a half conſent to his de- 
ſires, began now to add kiſſes and embraces to his 
ſolicitations ; — the warmth with which he preſſed 
her ſoon wrought the effect it was intended for, 
tho? I eaſily perceived the moſt prevailing argument 
he made ule of was taking out his purſe, and pour- 
ing twenty guineas into her lap. — I he. tranſport. 
Which ſparkled in the eyes of this mercenary crea- 
ute, on beholding the glittering bait, put me im- 
mediately in mind of what Mr. Dryden 9 
n * in his play of Amphytrion : - 


When I made 
This gold, I made a greater god than Jove, 
And gave my own omnipotence away. 


But it is little to be wonder'd at, that a girl, ſuch 
as this Rachel, ſhould fall proftrate beſore that 
reigning idol of the world, who has for its votaries 
not only men of the greateſt parts and abilities, 
but alſo too many among thoſe who make the N 
eſt profeſſions of honour, probity, and virtue 
nay, I am ſorry to ſay, of religion: — daily, ex- 

perience, however, and a very ſmall obſervation of 
the corruption of the preſent ene! this me- 

Hancholy truth. x 
0 
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So finding a ſcene was likely to enſue, which it 
was not agreeable to my inclination, or any way 
proper that 1 ſhould be witneſs of, Lwithdrew into 
an adjacent parlour, where ſolitude, darkneſs, and 
the profound ſilence of every thing about me, con- 
tributed to promote the moſt ſolemn meditations, 
— I reflected on the extreme folly, as well as 
wick dneſs, of giving way to an inordinate gratifi- 
cation of the ſenſes, and the certain danger, and: 
almoit certain infamy, which attends the doing ſoz. 
on this occaſion ſeveral paſſages and accidents 
relating to many of my acquaintance occurr'd freſh 
to my mind: and when l remember how ſome, 
who had been endowed by heaven and fortune with. 
every. requiſite, excepting virtue, to complete their 
happineſs, yet by the want of that alone had ex- 

poſed themſel ves to a condition the moſt abject and 
contemptible to which a reaſonable being can poſ- 
ſibly be reduced, I could not forbear crying out 
with the inimitable Cowley, 


All this world's noiſe appears to me, 
But as a dull ill-acted comedy. 


While I was thus ruminating, and wondering 
within myſelf what would be the conſequence of 
this night's tranſaction, I perceived through thecre- 
vices of the window-ſhutters, that the day began to 
break, and preſently after heard a certain ruſtling. 

upon theſtairs ;---it was occaſioned by Marcellaand 
Fillamour, who, on finding Rachel did. not come 
up as they expected, and the light was: pretty far 
advancing, were creeping ſoftly down ;---the noiſe 
Marcella made in unfaſtening the chain that went 
acroſs the ſtreet door, wak'd Celadon and Rachel, 
who it ſeems had both fallen aſleep: the former, 
on hearing the noiſe, was running out of the par- 
lour to ſee what was the matter; but Rachel pre- 
| | C5 vented; 
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vented him, by ſaying ſhe was ſure it was only one 
of the footmen, who went out more early than ors 
dinary to the {table : --- this excuſe might have 
ſolved all, if Marcella herſelf had not unluckily been 
her own betrayer. --- That lady, incenſed beyond 
meaſure, puſhed open the door of the room where 
Rachel was ordered to attend, beginning to upbraid 
before ſhe ſaw her. | | 


Marcella. So, minx, --- you have ſerved me 
hnely ; - it is almoſt broad day. --- I have 
knocked the heel of my ſhoe almoſt off, for I 
would not ring for fear of alarming the family ; 
I ſuppoſe you have been aſleep : --- this it is 
to place any dependance on ſervants. - 


SG A a 6 #a 


Celadon, cn hearing his wiſe's voice before ſhe 
entered, had ſtepp'd behind a ſcreen, either ſuſ- 
pecting ſomething of the truth, or. becauſe he was 
unwilling to be ſurprized with Rachel at that hour; 
and Rachel, doubly confounded between her lady's 
reproaches, and the knowledge who was wit- 
nefs of them, was utterly unable to ſpeak one 
word for ſome time, but ſhook her head,---wink'd, 
and pointed to the ſcreen, thinking, by thoſe ſig- 
niticant geſtures, to prevent Marcella from ſaying 
any thing farther ; *till finding ſhew as again open- 
ing her mouth, ſhe recovered herſelf enough to 
cry out: | | 2 Ew 


© Rachel. © Lord, madam,--+ do not ſtand talking 
© here, you will certainly get cold, and make your- 
« ſelf worſe; - conſider you are half naked ;--- 
pray go to bed again. e 33 9 
Marcella. What does the wench mean? But 

* I ſuppoſe you have been at the ratafia bottle, and 
« ſtupffied yourſelf, according to cuſtom. Well, 
© *tis your own loſs; for J dare ſwear Fillamour 
7 would 


* 
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e would have given you no leſs a preſent than fwe- 
< guineas for your diligence, if you had come up- 

© as you ought to have done z tis now quite 
light in the ſtreet, and a thouſarld, to one bat. 

: ſome of the e may have ſeen him g 


*. out,” 


Celadon coming Nn, 0 805. W r find 

© you have been diverting yourſelf, and F illamour 

© 1s the man to whom I am obliged for giving you. 
* conſolation i in my abſence.” 


That perſon muſt know very little of nature, 
who does not eaſily conceive what Marcella felt 
at ſo ſhocking a juncture; --- ſurpriſe, ſhame, and 
vexation for having thus ſooliſhlyexpoſed her guilt, 
quite overwhelmed her heart; — ſhe gave a great 
ſhriek, and funk, half. fainting, into a chair. 
Rachel ran to ner aſſiſtance, and at the ſame time 
willing to retrieve, if poſſible, told Celadon that he: 
mult not take any notice of her lady's words; 
that ſhe went very ill to bed; --- that the was de. 
lirious, and knew not what ſhe ſaid. This, how- 
ever, had no effect upon him;---he was too well con- 
vinced of the injury which had been done him, and 
loaded his tranſgreſſing wife with every invective 
that a. huſband, in his circumſtances, could invent. 


„ certainly it is impoſſible for any Woman to 
behave with greater courage and reſolution than 
Marcella now did ; --- ſhe preſently regained her 
ſpirits ; and after having made Rachel leave the 
room, a moment's reflection ſerved her to reply to 
the N made her AED her huſband in theſe 


Mircla. Well, Ri, J conſeſs n are 
'© againſt me; Ido I wonder at, nor will at, -- 
'© the aſperity of your treatment; - tho” guilty of 
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no real crime, my vanity has led me into a folly 
which merits all you have ſaid to me. --- I have 
not, in fact, diſhonoured either myſelf or you 
and my behavi tour, this night, has only mortified 
the pride and arrogance of a man who would 
have rival'd you in my eſteem and affection.“ 
Celadon. Excellent, i'faith, --- beyond imagi- 
nation: -I have been told, indeed, that a wo- 
man need but look down upon her apron- -ftripg 
to find an excuſe for the moſt enormous crime 
the can be guilty of ; but this of yours is ſuch, a 
one as cannot fail of giving a good deal of diver- 
fon i in a court of judicature ; tho” I ſcarcethink 
it will ſave either Fillamour's eſtate from the pe- 
nalty the law inflicts on an attempt to baſtardize 
an honourable family, or his throat from the 
« juſtice of my. ſword,” 


S 


\ ; 


5 The ror of Marcella was not to be aw'd 


by theſe menaces : --- ſhe found he had too much 


underſtanding to be impoſed upon by the ſhallow 


artifice ſhe had made uſe of; that he now heartily 


deſpiſed her, and that ſhe had no longer any mea- 


ſures to preſerve with him; 3 --= therefore, collect- 
ing all the courage ſhe was miſtreſs of, ſhe threw 
| Her eyes upon him with a contempt equal to that 
with which he looked upon her, and made him this 


reply: 


Marcella. Tis mighty well, fir, --- you are 
at your liberty to make uſe of all the weapons 
in your power for revenge; but I would have 
you remember, that whether Fillamour cuts 
your throat, or you cut his, and are hang'd for 
it, the matter will be of little importance to me: 
--- and as for a court of judicature, I believe you 
will find it very difficult to make good any ac- 
cuſations you. gy exhibit againſt me there: == 

N | 6 , Ho 
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no one ever ſaw me in bed with, Fillamour, much 
leſs can prove any criminal converſation between 
us, ſo that the ridicule would turn wholly upon 
yourſelf; and perhaps provoke me, as I have had 
no child by you, to bring in a bill of impotency ; 
in which caſe 1 ſhould have all my fortune re- 
turned ; a thing your preſent circumſtances 


would not. very well bear, as ſome part of your 
eſtate is already mortgaged.” 


Oh he e e ee e 


To all this Celadon was able to make no other 
reply, than that he ſtood amazed at her audacity; 
- that he found ſhe was abandoned to all ſenſe * 
ſhame ; that ſhe, was a monſter ot impudence, and 
ſuch like ; at which ſhe ſeemed not in the leaſt 
moved, but proceeded to reaſon with him in the 
fame determined faſhion ſhe had begun. 


Marcella. Look you, Celadon, all the fury 

© you can be poſſeſſed of will remedy nothing :--- 
let us argue like rational creatures: whatever 
opinion we may have of each other, the only 
way .to preſerve either of our characters is to 
live well together in the eyes of the world; --- 
I tell you that I am innocent, and it is for your 
eaſe and intereſt, as well as mine, that you ſhould 
believe I am ſo ; which if you do, I faithfully 
promiſe to regulate my conduct in ſuch a man- 
ner as to bring no diſreputation on myſelf, or 
diſhonour to you ; but if you fly into ex- 
tremes, you will oblige me to do the ſame; and 
what but our mutual infamy and deſtruction can 
be the end of ſuch a conteſt ? I leave you to 
confider on what I have ſaid, and wait your 
N moments for an anſwer. 


„ 38 ea „* 


| With theſe words ſhe went haſtily out of the 
room; === Celadon offered not to detain her, but 


continued 
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continued walking backwards and forwards, teffi- 

fying. by ſeveral diſordered geſtures, the inward 
avitations of his mind, — After ſome moments 

paſſed in the ſilent exprefiions of his rage, he called 

to the {.rvants, moſt of whom were now ſtirring, 

to get a bed prepared for him in another chamber; : 
but 1 am of opinion, that when he retired thither, | 
it was leſs to ſleep than to reflect how it would beſt 

become him to behave under the ſhocking circum- 

ſtance he was now involved in. 


Finding no farther diſcoveries were likely to be 
made at this time, I left the houſe on the firſt open- 
ing of the ſtreet-door, and returned home; where, 
fatigued as I was for want of reſt, the aftoniſh- 
ment I was in at the behaviour of Marcella would. 
not ſuffer the leaſt lumber to cloſe my eyes. 


For ſome days I was extremely impatient - to 
know the reſult of this affair; but hearing no talk 
of it about town, began to conclude that the wife's. 
arguments had prevailed, and the huſband had ſub- 
mitted his reſentment to his convenience: I ſoon: 
found I was not deceived in my conjectures; for 
in leſs than a week I ſaw Celadon and Marcella. 
taking the air together in their own coach, with. 
the fame appearance of ſerenity in both their coun- 
tenances, as if nothing of the adventure I have 

'been relating had ever happened. | 


CHA P. 
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CHAP. V. 


Shews, that chought a e of care in the bring- 
ing up of children can ſcarce fail of being attend- 
ed with very bad conſequences ; yet, that an over- 

exact circumſpettion in mimute things may ſome- 
times prove equally pernicious to their future wel- 


fare. 


A RI O U Is were the ixeports concerning 

Alinda, both while ſhe was alive and after 
her deceaſe; but all the world could ſay with any 
certainty, either of her affairs or conduct, might 
be comprized in the folownne renn; d 


That ſhe was the only child of a very eminent 
and wealthy merchant in the city, who, on the 
death of his wife, left off buſineſs; and having pur- 
chaſed an eſtate of near a thouſand pounds a year 
in the country, retired thither to paſs the remainder 
of his days, taking Alinda with him, at that t time 
about ten 1 of age. 

That through ſome pediliatities in ts temper; 
ſhe was educated in a very odd faſhion; — ſecluded 
from all converſation with the neighbouring gen- 
try, and ſcarce ſuffered to ſpeak to any one Gus "Ot 
Tour own family. 


That after his death, which ne in her ſe- 
venteenth year, ſhe returned, with the conſent of 
her guardians, to Lond6h,—lived5 in a manner ſuit- 
able to her fortune, and had many advantageous 
offers of marriage ; all which ſhe rejected without 
giving any benen for doing lo, 


- 


That 
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That at one-and-twenty ſhe fell into a waſting 
diſorder, which was judged to-proceed rather from 
ſome inward grief preying upon her ſpirits, than 
from any diſtemper of the body: It baſed, 
however, all the {kill of the phyſicians, and ſhe 
expired after a tedious languiſhment of near three 
years, leaving the poſſeſſion of her eſtate to a ne- 
phew of her father's, who was the next of kin. 


All theſe things, I ſay, were public, — but as 
to the motive which made her avoid liſtening to 
any . propoſals. for changing her condition, or the 
cauſe of that melancholy which brought on her 
death, every one ſpoke of them as they thought 
proper, and according as the diſpoſitions of their 
own hearts inclined them to judge. | 


Few, however, were charitable enough to put 
the beſt conſtruction on her conduct ;—fome ſaid. 
ſhe was a,man-hater : — others, that loving the 
ſex too well, ſhe could not think of entering into 
a ſtate which muſt confine her to one alone; — 
thoſe who entertained the moſt favourable opinion 
imagined ſhe had unhappily engaged her heart 
where there was no poſſibility of a return :—this. 
laſt conjecture ſeemed indeed moſt probable, and 
gained ground after ſhe fell into that heavy languor: 
which excluded her from all thoſe pleaſures ſhe had 
been accuſtomed to partake, and at length de- 
prived her of life; — but all this, to make uſe of 
the vulgar adage, was ſpeaking without book ;— 
my gift of Inviſibility gave me alone the means of 
penetrating into the myſtery. = gut 19d 


As I had been acquainted with her, and viſited her 

while ſhe continued to ſee company, I frequently 
ſent, or called to enquire after her health: — one 
day when I did fo, a ſervant belonging to her kinſ-. 
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man and heir at law, came to the door at the ſame 


time, and we” both received for. anſwer, that the 
expired the night before, 


The feilow ran directly to RP his maſter, to 


whom theſe tidings would probably be not; unwel- 


come ; and I went home, clapp'd on my Belt of 
Inviſibility, aud returned in a ſhoxt time to the 
houſe of Alinda :---the reader will perhaps won- 
der for what reaſon, and it 1s not ht 1 ſhould keep 
him in ignorance, 


There was a clergyman lived in the houſe with 
her, and performed the office of a chaplain : - he 
was a perſon of whom, her father having conceived 
a high opinion, had taken into his family, and ſet 
over her in the manner of a preceptor, and he had 
ever ſince continued with her: I had ſeveral times 
dined with him at her table, and perceived he pro- 
feſled an extraordinary ſanctity, and the extremeſt 
regard for the welfare of his fair patroneſs ; --- and 


this it was that made me deſirous of ſeeing in what 


manner he would behave upon her death, 


I expected to have found him either in his own 
chamber bewailing the early fate of ſo beneficent a 
friend, or fitting by her corpſe religiouſly moraliz- 
ing on the ſhadowy happineſs of this tranſitory 
world ; -but after ſeeking him in vain, in theſe and 
| ſeveral other rooms, at laſt I. diſcovered him in,a 
cloſet, where I knew ſhe repoſited her things of 
greateſt value: -- he was buſily employed in rum- 

maging her bureau, from the little cell of which I 
ſaw him convey, as near as I could gueſs, between 
two and three hundred pieces of gold, and ſeveral 
bank bills to a much greater amount: he then 
pulled out a drawer, which contain'd her jewels : —— 
he firſt took up one, —athen another, ben 
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them with a greedy eye, but laid them down again, 
and ſhut the drawer ; but after a moment's pauſe, 
opened it a ſecond time, and took out a ring ſet 
round with large brilliants. --- I may keep this, 
© cry'd he; it will ſcarce be miſs'd; or if it 
be, I can pretend ſhe made me a preſent of it 
in her life-time, and nobody will ſuſpe& the 
© contrary.” Here he gave 'over his ſearch, 
lock'd the bureau, put the key into his pocket, 
and went into his own room, © | 


It would be hard for me to determine, whether 
aſtoniſhment or indignation was moſt predominant 
in me at this ſight : -I wiſhed never to have be- 
held it, or that I had been at liberty to pluck the 
| ſacred robe from off the back of that vile prophaner 
of his order: T1 was going away with a mind 
more troubled than I can well expreſs, when one 
of Alinda's maids came running into the room with 
a ſeal'd packet in her hand, and deliver'd it to this 
' diſciple of Judas Iſcariot, telling him at the ſame 
time, that it had been found under her miſtreſs's 
pillow juſt after her death; but that ſhe had forgot 
in the hurry to bring it to him before. 


He reply'd, with an affected indifference, that 
it was very well ; --- that he would look over the 
papers, and take care that whatever injunctions 
they contain'd ſhould be fulfilled ; —— and with 
"theſe words diſmiſs'd her. 


The ſuperſcription on the cover of this packet 
Was to a lady with whom Alinda had been extreme- 
ly intimate, but had not ſeen for a conſiderable 
time, ſhe being excluded, as well as the reſt of her 
acquaintance, after ſhe fell into that deep melan- 
choly which ended her days: --- the prieſt imme- 
diately broke the ſea}, and found a little letter » 
OY the 
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6 DEAR Mapan, 


""*" THAT 1 have not ſeen you ſo long has not 


been owing to want of friendſhip,” but to a reſo- 
Turion of depriving myſelf of every thing that w 
agreeable to me in life; and that J do not now, 
in theſe laſt moments of my life, ask to ſee you, 
is only becauſe I would not tax your pity with 
the licht of ſo ſad an object: I am blaſted, my 
dear 'friend, wither'd in my bloom, and ſcarce 
the ſhadow of what I was: the encloſed me- 
moirs will inform you of the cruel cauſe, which 
I intreat you will publiſh to the world after my 
deceaſe: .- the ſhocking* tale may perhaps be a 
ſerviceable warning to ſome parents, as well as 
children: I have given my couſin ] 


K „ K K K „ „ «„ „ „ „ 


among the number of which is, that he will 
preſent you with my hoop diamond ring: J 
beg you will accept and wear it in remembrance 
of 1 85 4 e a ; | $i „ | $3 . 5 


„ „„ 


Alix DA.“ 


He ſtarted, --- bent his brows, turn'd pale and 
red by turns, and ſeem'd in great confuſion while 
looking over this little epiſtle; but all his emotions 
were very much increaſed on examining the papers 


orders concerning ſome things I would have done, 


— ——— ꝙ2vêtê’ - 


that accompanied it: --- ſtil} as he read he tore the 


leaves aſunder, and threw them on the fire, which 
happening not to burn very fiercely, I was quick 
enough to ſnatch from the intended devaſtation, 
and convey into my pocket, while he was ta ken up 
with the remaining pages, and thought himſelf ſe- 
cure by the tale of his miſdeeds being extinct in 
all-deyouring mans, oY on EO o 
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He had but juſt, finith'd, when a ſervant came 
running into the room, and told him that Mr. 
** was below, and having been informed that 
Alinda's keys had been deliver'd to him, demanded 
to ſpeak with him immediately on this the art- 
ful hypocrite compoſed his countenance, drew ever 
feature into the attitude of ſolemn ſadneſs, and 
holding a white handkerchief to his eyes, went 
down to act the part he thought would beſt become 
him before the kinſman of Alinda. | 


I follow'd cloſe at his heels into the parlour, 
where Mr. ***#* and two other perſons waited 
for him: --- he began, with well- diſſembled grief, 
to expatiate on. FR loſs the world had ; in ſo excel- 
Jent a lady as Alinda; and failed not, in his ha- 
rangue, artfully to intermix ſome praiſes on him- 
ſelf, for the good principles his precepts had in- 
grafted on her mind. 85 | i ; 


| Mr, K ſeemed. to take little notice of a 
be ſaid on this occaſion, and prevented him from 
going ſo far as perhaps he otherwiſe would have 
done, by telling. him, in, a very grave and reſerv'd 
tone, that he was in great haſte at preſent :-=-that 
he came thither only to give the neceſſary orders 
concerning his couſin's funeral; and that till the 
melancholy ceremony was over, he ſhould put a 
friend in poſſeſſion of the houſe, and whatever ef- 
fects it contain'd ; therefore expected the keys of 
| erer thing ſhould be immediately deliver'd. 


To this the parſon reply 'd, --- that, he had, got 
them into his hands with no other view than to ſe- 
cure them for him, who had the undoubted right 
to all which his dear benefactreſs had been miſtreſs 
of: For indeed, continued he, I apprehended 
© ſome foul play might have been attempted, as 

. at 
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cat the hour of her deceaſe ſhe. had none but ſer- 


« yants about her, ſome of whom, had been too 


© lately taken into the family to have EYE any, 
great provts of their; integrity.” 


After this they went thro' every room, examin- 
ing what was to be found; all which ſcrutiny, as 
yet, afforded the heir no reaſon for complaint: 


on opening the above-mentioned bureau, and 


| looking over Alinda's jewels, he miſs'd not the 
ring he had been defrauded of ; but when the other 
private drawers preſented him ſo little of what he 
expected, he could not forbear diſcovering ſome 
ſuſpicion, as it muſt be owned he had ſuthcient 
cauſe ; for the perſon who had been before-hand 


with kiln" in the ſearch, had left no more than eight | 


guineas and one ſix-and thirty piece in ſpecie, with 
three or four bills of an dncvnd erable value. 


© I am ſurpriſed, ſaid Mr. *****, that a wo- 
man of my coutin's fortune ſhould leave herſelf 
ſo bare of cath ; and cannot Imagine by what 
means ſhe diſſipated fo large a yearly income.“ 
Alas, Sir, (reply'd the pretended zealot, with his 
ha'10s and eyes lifted up to heaven) it ought 
not to appear ſtrange to you, that a lady of your 
excellent kinſwoman's charitable and benevolent 


when the cries of diſtreſs and the moans of af- 
fiction called for her ati:Rtance.---If you would 
know in what manner ſhe diſpoſed of her money, 
enquire of hoſpitals, the priſons, and the neceſ- 
ſitous petitioners that every day received their 
ſuſtenance from her bounty, and you will find 


an eaſy account of her expences in her large and 
numerous donations. 


TTT 


Mr. 


diſpoſition ſhould refuſe nothing in her power, 
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Mr. ****# only anſwer'd ſullenly, — that he 
ſhould be better able to judge how he ought to 
think of the affair after he had ſpoke to her ſtew. 
ard; on which the other clapping'his hand upon 
his breaſt, was beginning to make many aſſevera- 
tions, that till that moment he never knew what 
ſum or ſums the lady had by her when ſhe died, 
or had ever look'd, or even entertain'd a thought an 
looking into any place where it might be ſuppoſed 
ſhe kept her money.—!I ſtaid not, however, to hear 
what effect his hypocriſy produced, but went home, 
being impatient to ſee the contents of Alinda's 


manuſcript. 


ACSCALTEEIEEEF EEE EDEE 


CHAP. VI. 


Will os Satisfy the curigſity the former may have 
| excited, : 1 


H E hafte I made in n ſnatching the following 

papers from the flames, happily preſerved 
n ſo entirely from the deſtruction to which they 
had been deſtin'd, that though the edges were in 
many places much ſcorch'd, yet not a fingle word 
throughout the whole was any way damaged ; and 
the reader may depend on having the ſtory as per- 
fect as if he ſaw it in the heroine” s own hand. 


Memairs of the dls hr) Auin DA, wrote by fora 
ſelf, and faithfully tran, ſcrib 4 25 the N 


coßy. | 
Am ſenſible that many 1055 have been very 


buſy with my fame while living, nor do I ex- 


pect to be treated with leſs ſeverity after I am dead ; 
rs I can- 


— 
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I cannot, however, think of an eternal-ſepara- 

tion from this world, without leaving ſomething . 
behind me which may ſerve to clear up thoſe paſ- 
ſages in my conduct, which, by their being myſte- 
rious, have given room for cenſure; and 1 do not 
this with any view of ſoftening the aſperity of the 
ill-natur'd for the errors I have been guilty of, or 
of exciting compaſſion in the more generous and. 
gentle for my misfortunes ;. but merely to the end 
that, if Lam condemned, I may be condemned for 

real, not imaginary faults. +2771) BS! 


Sorry I am to accuſe a father who tenderly 
loved me; yet certain it is, that his over-anxiety 
for iny welfare has been the primary ſource of 

every woe my heart has laboured under ; and that 
by, his miſtaken endeavours to make me great and 


happy, I have been rendered the moſt milerable of 
created beings, 12 


The fortune I was born to be poſſeſs'd of, and 
ſome natural endowments his affection fancy'd in 
me, made him Hatter himſelf with the hopes of 
ſeeing me one day blaze forth in all the pomp of 
quality; nor could he endure the thoughts of marry- 
ing me to any man beneath the rank of right ho- 
nourable; and for fear any partial inclination of 
my own ſhould diſappoint theſe high-raiſed expec- 
tations, he kept me from the converſation of every 
one whom he thought capable of attracting a heart 
unbiaſs'd by intereſt, and unambitious of grandeur. 


Soon after my mother's death he quitted buſineſs, 
and retired to an eſtate he had ſome time before 
purchaſed in the country: —when we removed, I 

was too young to have any taſte for the pleaſures 
of the town, and regretted only the want of thoſe 


play-fellows I had left behind: — indeed I wonder 


R | that 
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that I was not quite moped: I was ſuffered to ge 
to no ſchool, tho' there was a great one very near 
us; — never ſtirred beyond the precincts of our 
rden walls; —went not to church, becauſe there 
it would have been impoſhble for me not to ſee 
and be ſeen; -- no company viſited us; for my 
father deprived himſelf of the pleaſure of converſing 
with any of the neighbouring gentry, for fear that, 
as I grew'up, I might take a liking to ſome one or 
other of their ſons, none of whom he thought a 
match good enough for me, as they were not dig- 
nified with titles, --- I had learned writing and 
dancing, but was far from being perfect in either; 
and my father being unwilling I thould be without 
theſe accompliſhments, took the pains himſelf to 
ſet me copies to improve me in the one, and at 


length provided a maſter, too old and too ugly to 


ive him any apprehenſions, to inſtruct me in the 


other: beſides theſe two avocations, 1 had no 
amuſement except reading, which as 1 much de- 


lighted in, my father conſtantly ſupplied me with 


| ſuch books as he thought proper for my ſex and 


age. 


Excepting ſome treatiſes of divinity, the ſubjects 
of my entertainment afforded little improvement 
to my underſtanding, they conſiſting only in ro- 
mances, and ſome very few old plays; ſo that the 
ideas they inſpired me with were as n as 
the habits worn in the days of Queen Elizabeth, 
and I was utterly ignorant of the modes, manners, 
and cuſtoms of the age I lived in, 


In this ſtupid and diſpiriting ſituation did I paſs 
full nineteen months ; about the expirationof which 
time my father happened into company with a per- 
ſon who wears the- ſacred appearance of an eccle- 
ſiaſtic; but is in reality one of thoſe mentioned in 


holy 
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holy writ by the name of wolves in ſheeps cloath- 
ing; — his outward behaviour ſeems directed b 
the miniſters of grace and goodneſs, while in his 
treacherous heart a thouſand fiends lie in wait to 
bring ruin and deſtruction on the credulous liſtener 
to his wiles: — but before I proceed in my un- 
happy u it is fit I ſhould give a more particu- 
lar character of the wretch who has ſo great a 
ſhare in it, | 7 


I 


Frenchman, ſervant to a perſon” of diſtinction in 
Normandy; but having more ambition than ho- 
neſty, found means to rob his maſter of a conſi- 


derable ſum, and came over to England, where he 
ſet up for a gentleman and a molt zealous pro- 


teſtant, told a long plauſible ſtory of the great 


hardſhips he had ſuſtain'd on the ſcore of religion 


and found here the ſame pity and encouragement 


as many others had done who fly here for an aſy- 


lum on the ſame pretences. 


1 — * "BE TEE, x 8 — ” 8 
Soon after his arrival he married a Dutchwoman, 


by whom he had a ſon who inherits all his father's 
virtues, and is the perſon whoſe ſtory is fo unhap- 
pily interwoven with my own, 


. Young Le Bris, for that is the name of this 


worthy family, diſcover'd in his youth ſome indi- 
cations of a good capacity for learning, inſomuch 
that a certain lord, taking a great fancy to him, fent 


him to Weſtminſter-ſchool, and afterwards to the 


Univerſity, in order to qualify him for the pulpit, 


alluring him that he ſhould not be without a bene - 


ice as ſoon as he ſhould be fit to receive it. 


But he had ſcarce completed his ſtudies for that 


Purpoſe, when all his preſent ſupport and 
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expectations vaniſh'd on the ſudden death of his 
Noble patron, which was follow'd in a few months 
after by that of his father; ſo that he was left in- 
tirely deſtitute, his mother not being able to afford 
him the leaſt aſſiſtance. 


After many long and fruitleſs ſollicitations for a 
Jiving, he was glad to accept of a ſmall curacy in 
one of the remoteſt counties in England, where he 
reſided ſeveral years; but was at laſt turned out on 
account of neglect of duty, and other miſbehavi- 
our: ——he then came back to London, gave 
out printed bills for teaching French and Latin at 
very low rates; but finding little encouragement _ 
that way, turn'd Fleet-parſon, and earn'd a pre- 
carious ſuſtenance by clandeſtine marriages. 


It was in theſe wretched .circumſtances that my 
father met with him, being in town on ſome buſi- 
neſs; and being told by ſome one, who it is likely 
knew no more of him than what he was pleaſed to 
ſay of himſelf, that he was a very worthy, tho' di- 
ſtreſs'd clergyman, made him the affer of a hand- 
ſome ſalary to come into his family by way of 
Chaplain; and withal, to inſtruct me in the 
French language, and whatever elſe was fit for me 

to learn, or he was capable of teaching; — he 
| readily embraced the propoſal, and on my father's 
return came down with him. 


ae 


My father preſented him to me as a kind of tutor, 
or preceptor ; — told me 1 muſt ſubmit myſelf to 
his directions, — be attentive to all he ſaid to me. 
and in every thing treat him with the greateſt re- 
ſpect and reverence :—* For, added he, it is by 
the leſſons he is capable of giving you, that you 
alone can make any ſhining figure in the ſtation 
wherein J hope to ſez you placed.“ | as 
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It will, perhaps, afford ſome matter of ſurpriſe, 
that my father, who had hitherto preſerved ſuch 
an extreme caution in preventing my having the 


leaſt converſation with any man, ſhould now ſo. 


ſtrenuouſſy recommend this perſon to me; but it 
muſt be conſidered, that he was no leſs than 11x or 
ſeven and forty years of age; — that tho' not de- 
form'd, was far from handſome; and, beſides, had 
a certain auſterity in his manners which could not 
be very agrecable to youth. | | | 


It was, indeed, ſome time before I could be 
contented with the daminion given him over me; 
but my obedience to my father obliging me to be- 
have towards him with eſteem, cuſtom at laſt con- 


verted that complaiſance, which at firſt was no 


more than feign'd, into ſincere ; —a kind of affec- 
tion, by degrees, mingled itſelf with the reverence 
I was bid to pay him; — I was never ſo happy as 
in the hours ſet apart for receiving his inſtructions ; 
and the thoughts of the benefits that might be 

ſuppoſed to accrue from them, afforded leſs plea- 
ſure than the praiſes I was always certain he would 
beſtow on iy docility.—In fine, I not only loved 
the teacher for the precept's ſake ; but, as the poet 
ſays, | | | 


m 


I lov'd the precepts for the teacher's ſake, 


Nor is it to be wonder'd at, that I taſted more 
ſatisfaction in his ſocicty than I had ever known 
before; — I wanted not ideas, tho' hitherto 1 had 

nothing to improve them : — I had been allow'd 
to converſe with none but the ſervants, who could 
only divert me with idle tales of thieves, appari- 
tions, and haunted houſes z—my tutor, after having 
finiſhed his graver leſſons, would frequently enter- 
tain-me with ſome extraordinary incident or other, 
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either taken from hiſtory or romance ; but, whe- 
ther real or fictitious, I had ſenſe enough to know 


were ſuch as enlarged my underſtanding as well as 
charm'd my ear, 


It is certain, indeed, that he ſpared. no pains to 
inſinuate himſelf into my good graces ; and no leſs 
certain alſo, that the ungrateful deſign he had in 
doing ſo, ſucceeded to the utter deſtruction of the 
whole happineſs of my future life, and, at laſt, of 
my life itſelf; as will appear by theſe memoirs, 
which while I am writing I know not whether 
I ſhall have ſtrength to finith. 


1 ſhall therefore reduce my unhappy ſtory into 
as ſhort a compaſs as I can. — In ſpite of the little 
amiableneſs this tutor had in his perſon ;—in ſpite 
of the vaſt diſparity of years between us, I conceiv- 
ed the moſt tender affection for him ;—aias, I was 
then too young, — too innocent, to know what 
was meant by the word Love, any farther than that 
love which we naturally bear to a father, brother, 
or ſome. other near relation, —and thought not 
what I felt for him was any more, or would be at- 
tended with any: other conſequences; and, as I 
apprehended no ſhame or danger in the kindneſs I 
had for him, endeavour'd not to put a ſtop to the 
growth of it, nor even to conceal it. 


But Le Bris ſaw much better into my heart than 
I did ryict; 4d droaving leſt my father ſhould be 
alarm'd at the too open fondneſs of my behaviour 
to him. began to treat me with leſs familiarity, and 
exerted the maſter much more than he had done: 
this change both ſurprited and grieved me; — I 
bore it, however, for two whole days, without 
ſeeming to take any notice of it; but on the third, 
being alone with him in his cloſet, where: I con- 
| oa ſtantly 
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ſtantly went every morning to receive my leſſons, — 
* What is the matter with you, my dear tutor? ſaid 
© I; I hope I have done nothing to offend you, — 
© I am ſure I would not willingly be guilty of de- 
ſerving that you ſhould frown upon me.“ — * No, 
my precious charge, replied he after a pauſe, it is 
not in your nature to give offence; but I would 
not incur your father's diſpleaſure either towards 
you or me: — men are apt to be jealous of the 
« affections of their children, and I am ſometimes 
afraid that he ſhould think you love me almoſt as 
well as you do him.” — © Indeed I do ſo, — quite 
as well, cry'd I eagerly. — But why ſhould he be 
angry at that, when he bid me uſe you with the 
© ſame love and reſpect as . did himſelf :?“ 

6 People « on ſome occaſions, e he, will 
be diſpleas'd at a too exact performance of their 
own commands; and if my worthy patron, your 
„father, ſhould happen to be of this opinion, the 

© conſequence would infallibly be an eternal. ſepa- 
4H ration between us; — he would drive me from 
© Bs houſe, and I thould never ſee my FRY 


6- charge again.“ 


( 
4 


« Tf you think ſo, return'd I, though I hate all 
kind of diffimulation, I will mak him believe 1 
am weary of learning of you, and that I cannot 
' abide you. + Dear pretty angel, cry'd he, 
tenderly taking me in his arms, there is no need 
of going to ſuch extremes; — I would only have 
you behave with more diſtance towards me than 
you have done of late; and it. will not be amiſs 
if you ſometimes complain that I ſet you too hard 
© leflons ;. becauſe if you-ſhouid ſeem to learn too 
6 faſt, he may begin to think there will ſoon be no 
« occaſion for a tutor.'—* Well, ſaid J, I will do 
every thing you bid me; for indeed it would al- 


14 © molt. 


. 
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© moſt break my heart to part with you.” Here 
he kiſſed off the tears that fell from my eyes in 
ſpezking theſe laſt words, and I returned all his 
endearments with the ſame affection as the fondeft 
child would do thoſe of the moſt indulgent pa- 
rent, 


It wil! perhaps ſeem a little ſtrange, that a girl 
turned of thirteen, as I then was, ſhould think or 
act in the manner I did; but the way in which [ 
had been brought up left me in the ſame igno- 
rance and innocence as others of ſix or ſeven years 
old. | | 


I obey'd his inſtructions with fo much exactneſa 
that my father was far from ſuſpecting either my 
_folly, or the baſeneſs of the perſon he had ſet over 

me: — the reſt of the family were no more quick- 
ſighted, nor could it be expected they ſhould be ſo: 
—our houſe-keeper, tho' a very good, was a ſilly 
old woman, and knew nothing beyond the ceco- 
nomy of thoſe affairs committed to her charge; — 
the maid who waited on me was her daughter, and 
had been bred to think every man who wore the 
habit of a parſon was to be worſhipp'd ; and the 
other ſervants were too ſeldom with us to have any 
opportunity of making diſcoveries, 


J arriv'd at my fourteenth year; — my father 
kept my birth-day ſo far as to order ſomething 
better than oruinary for dinner, and drank my 
health ſeveral times at table. Among other diſ- 
courſe concerning me, he ſaid to Le Bris, —* Well, 
© Doctor, your pupil will now begin to think her- 
« {elf a woman, and I muſt find a huſband for her 
© who will be able to reward the care you have 
taken of her with a good fat benefice.* To. 
which the fawning hypocrite replied, — ©* That 

i 5 
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the pleaſure of ſeeing his worthy patron's daugh- 


ter happy, would be to him the beſt benehce he 


could obtain.“ 


Nothing farther paſs'd at this time on the ſame 


ſubject; but the next morning, when I was alone 


with my tutor in his cloſet, —'* Do you remem- 
ber, my dear' miſs, cry*d he, with a very melan- 
* choly air, what your father ſaid yeſterday ? — 
* You will be marry'd ſoon, and I ſhall loſe: you 
© for ever.*—* Do not talk ſo, reply'd J haſtily, I 
© do not'want to be marry'd ; but if my father 
© ſhould compel me to itz all the huſbands in the 


* 
* world ſhould not make me forget you; — no, 
LY 


you ſhall always live with me; — I would not 


part with you to be a ducheſs,' — Nor would 


„part with you, ſaid he, taking me in his arais, 
for an archbiſhoprick ;—and to be plain, con- 
* tinued he, I have received letters ſince I have 
been here, with the offers of ſeveral great livinzs ; 

but I-bave refuſed them all rather than quit my 

dear pupil.“ — Have you indeed? returned J, 
hanging fondly on him. 


«K aA © M 


© creature upon earth if I did not love you dearly 


you? cry'd he,*—* As long as I live, anſwer'd 
1.— Will you {wear it? rejoin'd he,'—* Yes, 
anſwer'd I, a thouſand and a thouſand times 
over, if you deſire it.“ | 


E 6 6 „ & 


The wretch did not fail to take me at my word: 
I bound myſelf, by the moſt ſolemn impreca- 
tions that words could form, that when I became 
miſtreſs of my actions he ſhould always live with 
me. — After this, the hours we paſs'd together were 
employed more in improving the fooliſh affection I 

had for him, than in any leſſons for improving my 
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underſtanding. — My father imputed the flow pro- 
greſs I made in my ſtudies not to any want of abi- 
lity in my teacher, but to my own neglect, and 
often chid me for it; which I bore patiently, as I 
believed it the ſureſt means of keeping my dear 
tutor with me: — this he took ſo kindly, that he 


told me one day, he flattered himſelf 1 lov'd him 


almoſt as well as I did my father. — © I hope it is 


« no fin, cry'd I childiſhly, if I love you quite as 


well.“ — Far from it, anſwer'd he; you are 
only his daughter by nature, but you are mine 
by affeCtion you are the child of my ſou], 
and therefore ought to love me better.“ — © I am 
glad of that, rejoin'd I, for indeed I love you 
a great deal better, — I am ſure I do. — It will 


* 


ſcarce be doubted but that he now beſtow'd upon 


me thoſe endearments I had declared myſelf ſo well 
ſatisfied with; and ſome minutes after, as I had 
turn'd to a looking-glaſs to adjuſt ſome diſorder in 
my head-dreſs, he pull'd me to him, and making 
me fit upon his knee, — You are very pretty, 
my dear, ſaid he, and have no defect in your 


With theſe words he thruſt one of his hands with- 
in my ſtays, telling me, that handling my breaſts 
would make them grow, and I ſhould then be a 
perfect beauty, | 


Not conſcious of any guilt, I was ignorant of 
ſhame ; and thinking every thing he did was right, 
made not the 4eaſt reſiſtance; but ſuffer'd him by 
degrees to proceed to liberties, which had I known 
the meaning of, I ſhould have ſtabb'd him for at- 
tempting; but, as I have ſomewhere read, 


By no example warn'd how to beware, 
My very innocence became my ſnare. 


It 
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„ 

It will, perhaps, be ſuppoſed, that the perfidious 
man. did not ſtop here, but proceeded yet farther, 
to the utter completion of my diſhonour ; but I. 
ſhall do him the juſtice to ſay, he never offer'd any 
ſuch thing; though I have good reaſons to believe 
he was prevented only by his fear of the conſe- 
quences that mighthave attended-it, to the ruin of 
a deſign which promiſed him more ſatisfaction 

than the enjoyment of my perſon. 


In the ridiculous way I have been deſcribing aid 
we continue till I was in my ſeventeenth year; 
about which time my father being obliged to go to 
London on a law affair, he left the ſole manage-- 
ment of the family, as well as of myſelf, to his- 
tavourite chaplain,. till he ſhould return, which: 
he expected to do in two months. 


He had not been gone full three weeks before a 
ſtranger came to our houſe on a viſit to my tutor: 
--- he received him with great marks of civility, . 
and told me afterwards that he was the land- ſtew- 
ard of a nobleman who had ſent him on purpoſe to 
court his acceptance of a benefice worth near eight 
hundred pounds per annum, --- As I ſuſpected nor 
the truth of this, I was terribly frighten'd, and 

cry'd out, Then you will leave me atlaft ! ? 
It would be with an extreme reluctance I ſhould: 
© do ſo, reply'd he; but what can I do? --- If 1 
< ſhould -hercafter be expoſed to any misfortunes, 
how would the world blame me for having re- 
* fuſed ſuch an offer? - What misfortunes, ſaid 
„J, have you to fear ? --- I ſhall always have: 
BN enough to ſupport my dear tutor. 73 


My dear child, reſumed he, you forget a8 
* when once you are married there will be nothing 
Ds5. in. 
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in your power; — all will be your huſband's, 
who may take it into his head to turn me out of 
doors directly. No ſuch matter, reply'd I 
haſtily, for I will make him promiſe and ſwear 
beforehand to keep you always in the family.” 
Few men, ſaid he, pay any regard, after they 
become huſbands, to the promiſes and vows they 
made when they were lovers, —[In fine, my litt e 
angel, continued he, taking me tenderly in his 
arms, there is but one way to ſecure our laſting 
happineſs; to which if you agree, I will imme- 
diately refuſe the great offer now made me, with 
all my future hopes of riſing in the church, an 

devote myſelf eternally to you.“ | 


Theſe laſt words I thought ſo highly obliging to 
me, that I hung about his neck, kiſs'd his cheek, 
and cry'd, I would do every thing he would have 
me; — he then told me that a writing ſhould be 
drawn up between us, by which we ſhould mu- 
tually bind ourſelves, under the penalty of the half 


of what either ſhould be poſleſs'd of, never to ſe- 


P arate, 


On my ready compliance with this propoſal, he 
ventured to make a ſecond, even more impudent 
than the firſt ; — after ſeeming to conſider a little 
within himſelf, — I have been thinking, ſaid he, 
« that if the perſon you ſhall marry ſhould happen 
to be of a croſs, perverſe nature, tho” for his own - 
ſake he will not drive me from his houſe, yet he 
may uſe me ſo ill as to compel me to go out of 
it of my own accord ;—ſuppoſe, therefore, you 
ſhould bind yourſelf by the writing I have men- 
tioned, and under the ſame penalty, never to 
marry any man without my conſent,” 


+ Blefs 
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© Bleſs me; cry'd I, a little ſurprifed, how can 
© I do this! — you know I muſt obey my father.“ 
— < Heaven forbid you ſhould do otherwiſe, re- 
« join'd the artful hypocrite ;— you may be ſure I 
„ ſhall never oppoſe either his will, or your own 
© inclination, in the choice of a huſband ; — what 
I ſpeak of is only a thing of form, which, when 
ſhewn to your huſband, will oblige him to treat 
me with gratitude and reſpect.” | 


K & 6 


I was entirely ſatisfied with this, and reply'd, I 
would do what he deſir'd as ſoon as he pleaſed ; — 
on which — © It happens luckily, ſaid he, that 
the gentleman who came here on the buſineſs I 

told you of was bred to the law; — I will let him 
© know as much as is neceſſary of our affair, and 
get him to draw up a proper inſtrument.” 
In ſpeaking theſe words he left me, and went in 
ſearch of his friend, who at that time was walking 
in the garden, waiting, no doubt, his coming. 


I had little time allowed me to reflect on what I 
was about to do; — Le Bris immediately returned, 
bringing the lawyer with him, — the latter of 
whom deſired to receive inſtructions from my own 
mouth for what he was to write; and accordingly 
I repeated the ſenſe of the obligation I was to lay 
myſelf under, leaving it to him to put it in ſuch 
words as he ſhould find proper. If J had been 
miſtreſs of the leaſt ſhare of common reaſon, I muſt 
have ſeen that all this ſcheme was a thing previ- 
ouſly concerted between thoſe two villains; for the 
lawyer immediately pulled out of his pocket a large 

parchment, wich feats hx'd to it, and every thing 
requiſite to make the inſtrument firm and valid; 
but I was infatuated, --- all my little underſtanding 
was ſubjected to the will of this wicked tutor, ---I 
D 6 gave 
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gave an implicit faith to all he ſaid, and paid an 
implicit obedience to all his dictates. 1 | 


The lawyer took his leave next . 5 and nothing 
material happened till within a week of the time 


my father was expected home, when, inſtead. of 


himſelf, came the melancholy account that he had 


been ſeiz'd with an apoplectic fit, and tho? he re- 


cover'd from it, expired within two hours after. 
He had made his will about a year before, by which 
he left me ſole heir of every thing he was in 
poſſeſſion of, except a few legacies; ; and in caſe his 
demiſe ſhould happen before I was married, or of 
age, appointed two gentlemen for his executors 
and my guardians : — they both wrote to me, as 
did alſo my couſin u, acquainting me that 
it was neceſſary I ſhould come to London directly 
on this occaſion, each inviting me to their 
reſpective houſes ; and, as they lived in different 


parts of the town, I was at liberty to chuſe which 
F liked beſt. 


My tutor, however, diſſuaded me from accepting 
any of their offers, and told me he would write to 
a friend in London to provide a ready-furniſh'd 
houſe for my reception, till things were ſettled, and 
i thou}d reſolve whether I would reſide in town or 
country :---accordingly he did ſoz and when we 
came within ten miles of London, we were, met on 
the road by the lawy er, who, as I have ſince diſ- 
cover'd, was his chief agent in every thing; - he. 
conducted us to a houſe in Jermyn-ſtreet, which 
was indeed very neat and commodious. ; 


It was late when we arriv*d; but I did not fail to 
ſend the next morning to my two guardians and 
coulin *****, who all came to ſee me the ſame. 


day, and expreſs'd themſelves in very affectionate, 


terms : 
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terms: — I preſented my tutor to them, as a per- 
ſon for whom my father had a high eſteem; on 
which they treated him with that 8 they 
ſuppoſed him to deſerve. 


I now 8 into a life altogether new 
to me; — ſeveral diſtant relations, whom I knew 
only by their names, and many other gentlemen 
and ladies, who had been acquainted with my mo- 
ther, came to pay their reſpects to me. All my 
mornings were taken up with meitages and com- 
pliments, and all my aftesnoons with receiving and 
returning viſits. How ſtrange was the tranſi- 
tion! From being confined to the narrow pre- 
cincts of a lone counity manſion, I had now the 
whole metropolis to range in: — inſtead of the 
grave leſſons of two old men, my ears were now 
continually fill'd with the flattering praiſes of ad- 
dreſſing beaus z—— inſtead of having nothing to- 
amuſe my hours, new diverſions, new entertain- 
ments, crowded upon each moment ; and I 
vas inceſſantly hurried from one pleaſure to ano- 
ther, till my head grew giddy with the whirl of 
promiſcuous pleaſures. 


As I was young, not * and look'd upon as a 
rich heireſs, propoſals of marriage were every day 
made to me, all which I communicated to my 
tutor; but tho? many of them were much to my 

advantage, he always found ſome pretence or other 
for refuſing his conſent; and Laccordingly rejected 
them, to the ſurpriſe of all who knew me, and 
the great diſſatisfaction of my beſt friends. 


He was not, however, half pleaſed with the ga 
manner in which I lived, and as ſoon as the affairs 
relating to my eſtate were ſettled, would fain have 
prevail'd upon me to return into the n yu 

a 
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I had too high a reliſh for the diverfions of the 
town to pay that regard to his advice I had for- 
merly done; and inſtead of complying with it, 
quitted the houſe I was in, hired another upon 
leaſe, and furniſh'd it in the moſt elegant manner 
I could : — he grew- very grave on my behaviour ; 
but as I kept firm to both the engagements I had 
made with him, he had no pretence to complain 
of my actions in other matters. 


For a time, indeed, my head was not- the leaſt 
turn'd towards marriage; — I thought no farther 
of the men than to be vain and delighted with their 
flatteries : — happy would it have been for me, 
had I continued always in this mind; but my ill 
fate too ſoon, alas, preſented me with an object 
which convinced me, that all the joys of public 
admiration are nothing, when compared to one 
ſoft hour with the youth we love, and by whom 
we think we are beloved. k 


I believe there is little need for me to ſay that this 
object, ſoenchanting to.my ſenſes, was the young, 
the handſome, theaccompliſh'dAmaſis :—the world, 
to whom he made no ſecret of the paſſion he profeſs'd - 
for me, was alſo witneſs in what; manner I received 
it; — we appear'd together in all public places; 
—[ treated him in all companies with a deference 
which ſhew'd the efteem I had for him: — my 
friends approved my choice, and the union between 
us was look'd upon as a thing ſo abſolutely deter- 
mined, that many believed the ceremony was al- 
ready over; when, to their great ſurpriſe, they 
| ſaw at once that they were utterly broke off, and 
in a very ſhort time after the ungrateful Amafis 
become the huſband of another, 


My 


A 
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My tutor, on perceiving me inclined to favour . 
Amaſis more than I had ever done any of thoſe 
who had hitherto addreſs'd me, began to rail at 
him, and tell me a thouſand ridiculous ſtories. he 
pretended to have heard in relation to his con- 
duct: — I ftill retained too much reverence for 
this wicked man to contradict what he ſaid, but 
not enough to enable me to conquer my new paſ- 
fion ; I loved Amaſis, and continued to give 
him daily proofs of it : this ſo incenſed him, 
that he told me one day, — that he wonder'd [ 
would encourage the courtſhip of a man whom [I 
muft never expect to marry. — Why not, fir? 
c anſwer'd I ; neither his birth nor fortune are in- 
ferior to mine.“ Suppoſe them ſo, rejoin'd 
he, the moſt material thing is wanting, which is 
my conſent.” ——*< When I gave you that power 
over me, ſaid I, you promiſed never to thwart - 
my inclination.— I did ſo, reply'd he; but, 
to be plain with you, I then expected all your 
inclination would be in favour of myſelf.” 
Yourſelf ! cry'd I, more ſurpriſed than words 
can deſcribe,” Les, Alinda, reſumed he, 
methinks the thing ſhould not appear ſo odd to 
you: call back to your remembrance the fa- 
miliarities that have paſs'd between us, and then 
« juſtify," if you can, to virtue or to modeſty, the 
© leait deſire of giving yourſelf to any other man. 
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Rage, aſtoniſhment, and ſhame, for the folly I 
had been guilty of, ſo overwhelm'd my heart at 
this reproach, that I had not power to ſpeak one 
word, but ſtood looking on him with a counte- 
nance Which, I believe, ſufficiently expreſſed all 
thoſe paſſions, while he went on in theſe terms: 


Ho 


= 


*%% 


& THE INVISIBLE SPY: 


© How often, continued he, have you hung: 
about my neck whole hours together, and by the- 
© warmeſt fondneſs tempted me to take every free- 
© dom with you but the laſt, which, if I had not 
been poſſeſs'd of more honour than you now 
© ſhew of conſtancy, I alſo ſhould have ſeiz'd, and 
left you nothing to beſtow upon a rival ?? 


The ſtorm which had been gathering in my 
breaſt all the time he had been ſpeaking, now 
burſt out with extreme violence; | raved, 
and loaded him with epithets not very becoming. 
in me to make uſe of, yet not worſe than he de- 
ſerved: —he heard me with a a ſullen ſilence; but 
when I mentioned the cruelty and baſeneſs of up- 
braiding me with the follies of my childiſh inno- 
cence, he told me with a ſneer, that he would 
adviſe me not to put that among my catalogue of 
complaints. For, faid he, the world will 
ſcarce believe, that a lady of fourteen, fifteen, . 
© and ſixteen, 'had the ſame inclination in toying 

with a gentleman as a baby has with its nurſe,” 


I would have replied, that the manner in which 
I was educated kept me in the ſame ignorance as a 
baby; but ſomething. within roſe in my throat, 
ſtopping the paſſage of my breath, and I ſunk. 
fainting in the chair where [ was ſitting : — whe- 
ther he was really moved with this fight, or only 
affected to be ſo, I know: not; but be ran to- 
me, uſed proper means to bring me to myſelf, 
and on my recovery I found myſelf preſt very 
tenderly within his arms: his touch was now 
grown odious to me ; I {ſtruggled to get looſe ;. 
— he not thus unkind, cry'd he, holding me 
5 ſtill faſter ; you once took pleaſure in my em- 
£ braces, you have confels'd you did; — oh then 
© recur 


LEON 
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© recall thoſe ſoft ideas, and we ſhall both be 
happy.“ 7 8 6 


No, anſwered I, breaking forcibly from him, 
© what then was the effect of too much innocence, 
© would be now a guilt for which I ſhould deteſt 
* myſelf as much as I do you.“ * I till love 
« you, ſaid he.'—* Prove it then, cry'd I hercely, 
by giving me up that writing which your arti- 
«* fices enſnared me to ſign, and, ceaſe to oppoſe 
my marriage with Amaſis.” —— * No, madam, 
3 
6 
0 
5 
. 
- 


replied he; if you perſiſt in the reſolution : of 
« marrying Amaſis, half your eſtate would be a 
ſmall conſolation to me for the Joſs of you; and 
you cannot ſure imagine me to be weak enough 
to reſign my claim to the one, after being de- 
« prived of the other.? SR 
I had not patience tocontinue this diſcourſe, but 
retired to my chamber, where, throwing myſelf 
upon the bed, I vented ſome part of the anguiſh of 
my mind in a flood of tears; after which, finding 
ſome little eaſe, I began to reflect, that tormenting 
_ myſelf in this manner would avail nothing, and 
that I ought rather to try it any poſſible means 
could be found for extricating me from the laby- 
rinth I was entangled in. 


Accordingly J aroſe, — muffled myſelf up as 
well as I could to prevent being known, — took a 
hackney coach, and went to the chambers of an 
eminent lawyer; I related to him all the circum- 
ſtances of my unhappy caſe, concealing only the 
names of the perſons concerned in it: he liſtened 
attentively to what I ſaid, and when I had done, 
aſked me of what age I was when I entered into that 
engagement I now wanted to be freed from; which 
dueltion I anſwering, with fincerity, he ſhook Ws 

: head, 
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head, and told me that he was ſorry to aſſure me 
could have no relief from law, and that the beſt, 
and indeed the only method J could take, was to- 


endeavour to compromiſe the affair with the gen 


tleman. 


5 


I returned home very diſconſolate, and was above 
a week without being able to reſolve on any thing; 


but my impatience to be united to the man I loved, 
and at the ſame time eaſed of the pfeèſence of the 


man I hated, at laſt determined me to follow the 
lawyer's advice. — I ſent for my wicked tutor in- 
to my chamber, — talked to him in more obliging. 
terms than I had done ſince the firſt diſcovery of 


his deſigns upon me, but repreſented” to him the 


* 


* 


abſurdity of thinking of marrying me himſelf; — 
and concluded with telling him, that if he would 
cancel the engagement between us, I would mat e- 
him a gratuity of a thouſand pounds, and alſo be 
ready to do him any other ſervice in my power. 


He rejected this propoſal with the greateſt con- 
tempt. —— © You are certainly mad, Alinda, ſaid 
< he, or take me to be ſo; a thouſand pounds 
would be a fine equivalent, indeed; for the half 
of your eſtate, jewels, rich furniture, plate, and 
© whatever elſe you are in poſſeſhon of; to all 
c which. your marriage will give me an undoubted 
© claim, and I accordinply l ſeiz e. Suppoſe 
< I never marry, cry'd J..“ Be it fo, anſwered 
© he, I muſt- ſtill continue to live with you; and 
what you offer for iny quitting. you does not 
amount, to five years purchaſe of. my falary and 
„board as your chaplain,” 


Theſe words making me imagine his chief ob- 
jection was to the ſmallneſs of the ſum, I told him 
J. would double, nay even treble it, for the pur- 


chaſe 
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. chaſe of my liberty; but he told me it would be 

in vain for me to tempt him with any offers of 

„ © that kind; that no conſtderation whatever 
ſhould prevail with him to depart from the agree- 
ment between us, and he would always hold me 
to my bargain, ELLE 


* 
# 


; The determined air with which he ſpoke this, | 
: made me think it beſt not to urge him any farther ö 
a” at that time.; the next day, however, and 9 
e ſeveral ſucceeding ones, I failed not to renew the | 
= diſcourſe; but tho? I made uſe of every argument 
z. my reaſon could ſupply me with, tho' | wept, 


pray'd, rav'd, ——by turns cajoPd and threaten'd, 
all I could ſay, all I cauld do was ineffectual, — 
and the more I labour'd to bring him to compli- 
ance, the more ſtubborn his obſtinacy grew. 


To make any one ſenſible what it was I ſuffered 
in this cruel dilemma, they muſt alfo be made fen- 
ible to what an infinite degree I loved the man 
whom it was now impoſſible for me to be happy 
with; and both theſe are inexpreſſible— I ſhall _ 
| therefore only ſay, that I was very near being to- 
| tally deprived of that little ſhare of reaſon Heaven 

had beſtowed upon me, | 


Amaſis, to whom I had confeſſed the tenderneſs 
I had for him, was all this while continually ſolli- 


citing me to complete our union, One day, 
nd when he was more than ordinari'y preſſing on this 
10t occaſion, and my heart being very full, I cry'd out, 
nd almoſt without knowing what I ſaid, — Oh, 


Amaſis, you know not what you aſk, when you 
© alk me to marry you! Fhis exclamation ſur- 


x priſed him ; but having begun, { now went on.— 
im * You expect, ſaid I, an eſtate of twelve hundred 


5 pounds a year, but I will not deceive you; you 
| | | „find 
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find me worth only the half of what you have 
been made to hope. When I made my ad- 
© dreiles to the lovely Alinda, anſwered he, I had 
no eye to the fortune ſhe might bring me; 
but wherefore this fruitleſs trial of my love? — 

© Your guardians have ſhewn me the writings of 
© your eſtate, and I know to a ſingle hundred what 
you are poſſeſs'd of. Suppoſe, rejoin'd I, that 
© 1 ſhould have previouſly diſpoſed of the one half 
© of what otherwiſe our marriage would have 
given you?“ I will ſuppoſe no ſuch thing, 
© reply'd he; it cannot be. It both can and is, 
* ſaid I, burſting into tears; I have unwarily en- 
* ter'd into an engagement, by which I forfeit the 
© moiety of all I am miſtreſs of, even to my very 
< jewels, if ever I marry any man, except on cer- 
© tain conditions, which dondition I am now well. 
$ aflured I never can obtain.“ | 


© Death ! cry'd he, ſtarting up in a fury, — 
© What condition, — when, — where, --- to 
< whom, on what account was this engagement 
made Shame would not let me anſwer to theſe 
interrogatories, and I remained in a kind of ſtupid 
ſilence. --- © If by any artifices, purſued he, you 
have been ſeduced to ſign a compact of this wild 
© nature, unfold the whole of the affair, and de- 
© penid, that either the laws or this avenging arm 
© ſhall do you juſtice.”---I now repented that I had 
ſo raſhly divulged any part of this. fatal ſecret, 
not that I ſhould have been glad to have ſeen my 
wicked tutor puniſh'd, but E knew that on the leaſt 
attempt made for my redreſs, he would infallibly 
expoſe the follies I had been guilty of in regard to. 
him; and when compared with the loſs of Amaſis, 
my fortune, or even my life itſelf, ſeemed a leſs 
terrible misfortune ; for this reaſon, therefore, I 
refuſed the entreaties of a beloved lover, and 


ſcreen'd: 
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ſcreen'd the villainy of a wretch whom my ſoul 
abhorr'd. In fine, I would reveal no more than I 


had done. -- Amaſis left me in a very ill humour, 


and the next morning I received a billet from him 
containing theſe ſtabbing lines: 


L } 
To Miſs ALINpA AX. 


MA DAM, 


IH AVE been conſidering on che amazing 
4 


account you gave me laſt night; and as you re- 


« fuſe to diſcover either the perſon with whom 
you made this engagement, or the motives which 
© induced you to it, can look on it as no other than 
4 


your affections. -A ſecond-hand paſſion neither 
ſuits with the delicacy of my humour, nor to 
encroach upon the rights of another with m 
honour : --- I ſhall therefore deſiſt troubling you 
with any future viſits, but ſhall be always glad to 
hear of your welfare, which I deſpair of doing 
« till you prevail upon yourſelf to be juſt to your 
« firſt vow ; ſacrifice the affection you have for 
me to the obligations you are under to my rival: 
+ --- I yield to his prior title all the late glorious 
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© hopes I had conceived, and wiſh you more happy 
with him than it is now in your power to make 


« Your humble ſervant, 
FI  Amasis,.? 
Here ended all my hopes of happineſs ;---all the 


ſoft ideas of love and, marriage vanith'd for ever 
from my breatt, and were ſucceeded by others of 


the moſt dreadful nature : --- for ſeveral weeks I 


abandon'd myſelf to grief and to deſpair ; but pride 
at length got the berter of theſe paſſions ; and to 


| Conceal the real ſituation of my heart from the en- 


quiring 


a contract with ſome gentleman, once happy in 
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quiring world, I all at once affected to be madly 
gay, and ran into ſuch extravagancies, as, without 
being criminal in fact, juſtly drew upon me the 
ſeyereſt cenſures. FG T5 


But nature will not bear a perpetual violence; - 
grief and deſpair were the ſtrongeſt paſſions in me: 
--- In the midſt of dancing, tears were ready to 

tart from my eyes, and ſighs from my boſom, 
which when endeavour'd to ſuppreſs, they recoil'd 
on my heart, and ſhook my frame with the moſt 
terrible revolutions: — the marriage of Amaſis ſe- 
conded the blow our parting had given ; — I could 
no longer diflemble what 1 felt, — no longer ap- 
pear the giddy thoughtleſs libertine, but flew from 
one extreme to the other : — I now would ſee no 
company, ſhut myſelf up in my chamber, denied 
accelis to my beſt friends, and never went abroad, 
El ſuffered not Le Bris to come into my pre- 
ſence; and I believed, perceiving me ſo reſolute, 
he would have accepted of a ſum of money to 
have quitted my houſe entirely; but I had now 
done with the world,--- had loſt in Amaſis all I 
valued in it, --- and would not give the monſter, 
whom I juſtly look'd upon as the ſource of al! my 
misfortunes, any more than I was compelFd: to 
do, his bare board and ſalary. CARE 
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Behold, by theſe memoirs, the beginning and 
progreſs of my miſeries,---the end is near at hand: 
Death is already buſy at my heart, and allows 
no time to apologize for the errors of my conduct; 


—pity is all my aſhes can expect. 


THE INVISIBLE SPY, 72 


-T EK T-... H.. -H 
K 


Contains a very brief account of ſome paſſages ſub- ' 
ſequent to the foregoing ſtory, woith the author's 
remarks upon the whole. | N 5 2 


AF 1 know very well that ſolidity has but a 

X ſmall ſhare in the compoſition of the lad 
whom Alinda had intended to entruſt with the 
publication of her memoirs, I thought the ſureſt 
way of having the will of the deceaſed performed, 
was not to trouble a perſon of ber character with 
the peruſal of them, but to take the opportunity 
of my Inviſibilityſhip-to preſent them to the world 
myſelf, which I accordingly have done. 


And now, as I doubt not but the reader will be 
glad of being informed farther concerning Le Bris, | 
1.ſhall relate ſuch particulars as have come to my 
knowledge. | | 1 


It muſt be concluded, that this unworthy precep- 
tor, in looking over the papers of Alinda, had ei- 
ther not obſerved, or afterwards forgot, that the 
ring he had juſt taken from among her other jew- 
els was the very ſame mentioned in her letter to 
her friend, otherwiſe he would certainly have had 

cunning enough to have replaced it where he 
found it, | | 


Mr. ***** ſoon recollecting what his couſin. „ 
had ſaid to him in regard of this little legacy, and = 
miſſing it from her other trinkets, made a ſtrict 
enquiry what was become of it, Le Bris having 
had her keys in his poſſeſſion, was one of the firit 
interrogated; and on being fo, boldly replied, that 

; fuch. 
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ſuch a ring had been beſtowed upon him by Alinda. 
How can that be, cry'd the other, when but 

three days before her death ſhe bequeathed it to 

a lady of her acquaintance, and inſiſted on m 

promiſe of delivering it to her?“ --- She muſt 

then be delirious, ſaid the parſon; but however 
that might be, Heaven forbid I ſhould detain what 
© is even ſuſpected to be the right of another; 

and with theſe words preſented the ring to Mr. 

**#** who received it from him without the 

* ceremony. 


e agfS- 


This affair, notivickftindiing. the bypoctitizal 
manner in which the ring was return'd, gave Mr. 
Kun, room to imagine there had been ſome foul 
play in relation to Alinga's effects: the ſteward 
prov'd by his books, that he had paid into her 
hands, a week before her death, two hundred and 
fifty pounds in ſpecie, and more than twice that 
ſum in bank-bills, being arrears he had receiv'd 
from the tenants ; --- it ſeem'd unlikely to them 
that ſhe could have diſpoſed of the money, much 
leſs have had any occaſion to change the bills in ſo 
ſhort a time; orders were therefore ſent to the 
Bank to ſtop the payment of ſuch numbers till fur- 
ther notice; but the precaution came too late: --- 
the perſon who had ſecreted them had been already 

there, and converted all his E into caſh, 


The heir, however, et that he had 
been defrauded ; — he conſulted counſel upon it, 
who all adviſed him to have recourſe to equity: 
whether Le Bris had any hint given him of what was 
intended to be done againſt him, or whether his own 
guilty conſcience made him only apprehend it, is 
uncertain ; but he had not courage to ſtand the teſt 
of examination; he fled the kingdom, after having 
F aſide that be rug" had he been 

known 
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known for what he truly was, would long before 
have been ſtripped from his ſacrilegious ſhoulders. 


But Providence would not permit him to enjoy 


his ill-got ſpoils, nor a life he had devoted to ſuch 


wicked purpoſes: --- deſigning to turn trader at 
Jamaica, he embarked for that place; but the 
veſſel being overtaken by a ſtorm, was loſt almoſt 
in ſight of ſhore, and he, with many other perhaps - 
leſs guilty perſons, perithed in the wreck.---This 
laſt piece of intelligence I received from his mo- 
ther, whom, tho” he had ſupported during the life of 
Alinda, to prevent being expoſed by her clamours, 
he now left pennyleſs, deſtitute, and ſtarving, in an 


extreme old age. 


E 


-13%0 858 
Thus did the vengeance of heaven at laſt over- 
take the wretch, who, beſides his other impieties, 


had been guilty of the moſt cruel ingratitude and 


breach of truſt, in impoſing upon the ſimplicity of 


a young creature committed to his care, and ut- 
terly deſtroying all the views of his generous pa- 


tron and benefactor. = | 


As for the unfortunate Alinda, tho? it is certain 


her conduct cannot be wholly juſtified, yet, accord- 


ing to my opinion, it ought not to be wholly con- 


demned: --- it would be paſſing too ſevere a judg- 


ment, to impute the fondneſs the expreſſed for her 
wicked tutor to a wanton inclination; — if we 
conſider the various arts of her ſeducer ; the 
commands laid on her -by her- father to love and 
obey him as himſelf; ——the manner in which ſhe 
was brought up; the perfect ignorance ſhe was 
kept in of the cuſtoms of the world, and how other 
young ladies behaved ; we ſhall find that theſe are 
all of them very ſtrong pleas in her defence, and 

„„ E . 
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not forbear pitying the miſtakes of ſuch artleſs in- 
nocence. | 


I wiſh as much could be alledged in her behalf 
on the ſcore of her hehaviour after breaking off 
with Amaſis :---the exceſſes into which ſh2 ran, 
in order to conceal the diſquiets of her mind for the 
loſs of that favourite lover, too evidently ſhew that 
ſhe ſacrificed two of the moſt valuable character- 
iſtics of womanhood, her prudence and her mo- 
deſty, to one of the very worſt,---her pride. 


Nor can I offer any thing in vindication of the 
laſt ſtages of her life: - if convinced of her er- 
ror, in being perpetually among promiſcuous com- 
pany, it was flying'to an almoſt as inexcuſable ex- 
treme, to ſhut herſelf from her beſt friends, and 
avoid the ſociety of thoſe whoſe converſation 

might have diſſipated her chagrin, and at the ſame 
time improved: her underſtanding ;---to do this, 
ſeems to me, I muſt confeſs, to have more the ſa- 
vour of deſpair, than of virtue or true fortitude. 


p 


There was, doubtleſs, a certain giddy propen- 
ſity. in her nature, which wanted to be corrected 
by reaſon, example, precept, authority, and the 
rudiments of a good education; all which ſhe was 
deny'd: and it muſt therefore be acknowledged, 
that both her faults and misfortunes were entirely 
owing to the caprice and credulity of her father, 
and the baſe deſigns of the perſon appointed to be 
her governor and inſtructor, - 0 | 


a 


END of the FIRST BOOK, 
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BOOK I.. 


Een 
The author, by the help of. his Inoifbility, has iſe 


covered ſuch a contraſt in the behaviour of twa 
married couple of diſtinction, as he thinks would 
be the utmoſt inju/itce to the public to conceal. + 


LACENTTIA, after a long and paſſionate 
courtſhip, was at laſt wedded to Dalmatius ;— 

ſhe brought him an ample fortune, a very agreeable 
perſon, and an unbiemiſhed character; — ſhe had 
 {tudied the duties of a wife before ſhe became fo, and 
afterwards practiſed them in the ſtricteſt manner. 
Whenever ſhe found him gay, ſhe heightened his 
good humour by her own ſprightlineſs ; and when 
tullen and perverſe, as was too often the caſe, ſhe 
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endeavoured to diſſipate his chagrin either by play- 


ing on her ſpinnet, or telling him ſome diverting 
ſtory.— Without ſeeming to conſult his palate, 
the always took care to put ſuch diſhes into her 


bill of fare as ſhe had perceived he eat with moſt 


ſatisfaction. — Whatever company ſuited his taſte 
were ſure to be often invited by-her, and enter- 
tain'd with the greateſt marks of efteem and com- 
plaiſance. Her whole thoughts, indeed, were 
taken up with obliging and making him happy :— 
ſhe had no will, —no inclination of her own ;— 
both were entirely regulated by his ; and, to add 
to all this, ſhe was an excellent economiſt, under- 
ſtood the management of a family perfectly well, 
and knew how to make a grand appearance with 
Jeſs expence than ſome others are at who are ac- 


counted contemptibly parſimonious. 


What would ſome huſbands give to be bleſs'd 
with ſo virtuous, ſo tender, ſo endearing a com- 
panion ? Dalmatius, inſtead of placing this jewel 
next his heart, hung it careleſly upon his ſleeve ; 
either not knowing, or not regarding the true yalue 
of it. | 3 wil 


During the courſe of ſeveral Inviſible Viſitations 
J made at their houſe, never did ] ſee him treat 
her in any degree proportionable to her merit — 
when in his beſt humours, he returned the careſſes 
ſhe gave him only with a cold indifference ; but 
when any thing abroad had happened to thwart 
his views, either of pleaſure or ambition, no man 
could behave with more churliſhneſs at home 
but the manner in which this couple behaved to 


each other will beſt appear from their own words, 


Which I ſhall give a ſhort ſpecimen of on two dif- 
ä 


» 
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They were to go out together one day, to call 
on ſome friends who were to accompany them on 
a party of pleaſure ;— the landau waited at the 
door, ——he had ju!t. finiſned dreſſing, and ſent up 
to know if his wife was ready; the meſſage 
could be ſcarce delivered before ſhe came fiying 


zato the room, on which the following dialogue 
enſued :. 


Placentia. © T hope I have not made you wait- 
for me ? 

Dalmatius. Not at all. it wants ſome mi- 
« nutes of our appointment; but I know you wo- 
men are generally ſo long equipping rap (194 
that I was willing to haſten you.” g 

Placentia. I ſhou'd know but little of the value 
of time, if J waſted much of it in drefling.— - 
* 3 pray, my dear, how do you like me to- 
4 day 5 

F- & Like you 2— that's an odd ey 
tion ;—why—as well as ever I did.“ 

Placentia. © © I ſhould be miſerable if I did not 
© think you did ;—but I mean, how do you like 

my cloaths ?! You ſee J am all in new.” 
Dalmatius. Are you indeed? I ſhould have 
© {een nothing of it, if you had not told me;——L 
never mind what women have on.“ 
Placentia. Then I am diſappointed, my gear; 
for 1 aſſure you I conſulted your fancy more than 
my own in the choice | made of this filk, as I 
have heard you ſay an hundred times, 1 believe, 
that you thought blue and filver the moſt agree- 
able mixture that could be.” 
Dalmatius, So it is; but it may not happen 
to become every body. however, I muit do 
< you the juſtice to ſay, you look well enough in 
© it, and | believe every body will think fo.” 


E 3 Pla- 


A 
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Placentia, If you think ſo, my dear, it is all 
8 I wiſh.” 


In ſpeaking this ſhe took hold of his hand, and 
kiſſed it with the greateſt warmth of affeftion : — 
he returned the favour with a ſlight ſalute upon her 

_ cheek; then looking on his watch, ſaid he believed 
2 time to go, and went down ſtairs, ſhe fol- 
owing. | | y 


The truth of the affair is this : Dalmatius is 
not only vain and inſolent in his nature, but alſo 
- amorous and inconſtant to an exceſs ; tho' he no 
longer had any eyes for the charms of his fair wife, 
his heart was but too ſuſceptible to thoſe of other 
women. Miranda for ſome time engroſſed all 
his devoirs; nor could her being married to the 
moſt intimate of his friends reſtrain him from 
making his unlawful addreſſes to her; nor the 
vow ſhe had taken at the altar deter her from 
_ gratifying an inclination he had found the way to 
inſpire, 


\ 


The huſband of this lady is a man of ſo much 
indolence, and fo little delicacy, that he never 
gives himſelf the leaſt concern about what pleaſures 
his wife may indulge herſelf in, provided ſhe offers 
no interruption to thoſe he takes himſelf : — there 
are ſome indeed, who ſay, that on their marriage 
they mutually agreed to allow each other a perfect 
latitude in this point; but-be that as it may, 
Miranda ſeems under no apprehenſions of her con- 
duct being called in queſtion by him. hs 


Her amour with Dalmatius ſoon became ſo no- 
torious, that it was in the mouth of every one :— 
Placentia herſelf was the laſt that gave credit to it; 

that excellent lady would not ſuffer her heart to 
a enter- 
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entertain ill thoughts of the man ſhe was bound to 
love ;-nor could any thing but the teſtimony of her 
own eyes have convinced her of the guilty truth. 


Miranda came to viſit her one day when ſhe 
happened to be abroad; but Dalmatius being at 
home, the preſence of his wife was little wanted: 
— ſhe ſoon returned, however, and being told that 
Miranda was above, ran haſtily up to receive her; 
but not finding her in the room where company 
were uſually introduced, yet thinking ſhe heard 
the murmur of voices very near, ſhe ſtepp'd to- 
wards the place whence it ſeemed to proceed, and 
peeping through the key- hole of an adjacent cham- 
ber, faw her huſband and the lady in a poſture ſuch 
as could leave her no doubt of their criminal con- 
verſation. N 


The ſudden ſhock at firſt transfixed her feet ;— 
but preſently recovering herſelf, ſhe retired from 
the guilty ſcene, and went into her own chamber; 
where, finding her woman at work, ſhe ordered 
her to go immediately down, and forbid the ſer- 
vants to take any notice of her being come home : 
< hear, ſaid ſhe, that Miranda is below, and 
© I am not very well, and would not fee any com- 
© pany at this time.“ | 


The woman being withdrawn to do as ſhe was 

commanded, Placentia threw herſelf into an eaſy. 
chair, and fell into a profound reſverie: I was 
preſent all this while; but my Belt of Inviſibility 
did not enable me to penetrate into her thoughts, 


till ſeeming as if determined on ſomething ſhe had 
been debating within herſelf, ſhe roſe ſuddenly 
from her ſeat, and burſt into theſe words: No, 

Ehe ſhall never know I think him falſe; much 


* leſs that I have detected him ;—reproaches would 
KS: * avall 
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avai] me nothing, and might harden him in his 
crime ;— I am his wife, — we muſt always live 
together, or be ſubjected to the ridicule of alaugh- 
ing and cenſorious world :---prudence, therefore, 
as well as duty, commands me to conceal the 
ſharneful diſcovery I have made; and rather en- 
deavour, by adding tenderneſs, if poſſible, to 
reclaim him, and oblige him to fee J am at leaſt 
as worthy of his affection as Miranda,” | 


& W GAR a 


J left her in this reſolution, and found that for 
ſeveral. days the ſtrictly adhered to it; excepting 
only that ſhe could not fo far diſſemble her uncaſi- 
neſs as to be able to receive Miranda in the man- 
ner ſhe had formerly done: the therefore deſiſted 
from making her any farther invitations to her 
houſe, and always excuſed herſelf from accepting 

any ſent to her by that lady. | | | 


This was enough, however, to give the lovers 
ſome apprehenſions that ſhe ſuſpected their intrigue: 
hut Miranda was of too vain and gay a temper 
to feel any inquietude on this ſcore ; and the un- 
grateful Dalmatius, finding himſelf treated by his 
wife with the ſame love and complaiſance as ever, 
gave himſelf not the trouble either to examine, or 
be under the leaſt concern, whether ſuch beha- 
viour proceeded from her ignorance of his fault, or 
her diicretion in overlooking it. | 


But the ſweeteſt diſpoſition may be imbittered 
by continual provocations : ——Placentia, finding 
that all the efforts ſhe made for regaining the affec- 
tions of her huſband were ineffectual, began by de- 
grees to grow more remiſs in her care of pleaſing :. 
not that ſhe ever departed from the eſſential du- 
ties of a wife; ſhe only ceaſed the practice of 

thoſe 
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thoſe which, as the caſe ſtood between them, might 
juſty be called works of ſupererrogation. 8 
Being to have a great route at her houſe, juft 28 
ſhe was going to ſend cards to invite the company, 
Dalmatius came into the room; and having looked 
over the catalogue of names, on finding Miranda's 
not there, began with an unuſual haughtineſs to in- 
terrogate her on that occaſion; and ſhe, now for 
the firſt time, replied to what he ſaid with as much- 
indifference as ſhe. had formerly done with (ub 
miſſion. : 
Dualmatius. © How. happens it, madam, that- 
6 Miranda, is left out among the number of your- 
uelts ?' 
lacentia. T had forgot her.. 
Dalmatius. It tis well then that I reminded 
© you; — but methinks a lady of her rank and 
character in the world might well have deſcrved- 
© a place in your remembrance.” 
Placentia, * It may. be ſo; — but one cannot 
© invite every body.“ 
Dalmatius. When any body 1 is invited to our 
|, © houſe, eſpecially on theſe occaſions, it would be 
| © the utmoſt abſurdity to leave Miranda out; 
therefore I inſiſt upon her. coming, for your own - 
' ſake,” 
Placentia. © Oh, fir, you need not give your-- 
ſelf any trouble on that ſcore, I am certainly a 
judge how to behave to my own acquaintance; 
© —but if you are ſo deſirous of having Miranda 
here to-morrow, the. beſt. way is for you to ſend” 
© a card as from yourſelf ;—I doubt not but the 
invitation will be full as agreeable, and as readily. 
s-comply'd with.“ f 
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: Dalmatius. * You talk in an odd manner, madam ; 
— and now 1 think on it, — I met Miranda the 
other day in the Park, and ſhe complained to 
me of a ſtrange change in you towards her; 
that you have never returned the laſt viſit ſhe 
made you ; — have ſcarce ſpoke to her in ary 
public afſembly, and ſeem'd to ſhun her preſence 
as much as poſſible.- Pray what is the meaning 
65 of all this?“ 

Placentia. That, ſir, is a queſtion which per- 
© haps neither you nor ſhe would thank me for 
< anſwering directly. 

Dalmatius, © I underſtand you, madam, how- 
ever; you have got notions in your head not 
becoming in you to indulge, nor worthy any 
endeavours of mine to expel ; I would only 
have you be wiſer, and confider that of all do- 
meſtic animals a jealous wife is the moſt con- 
temptible,” 
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He flung out of the room with theſe words, and 
all the tokens of diſdain and indignation in his coun- 
tenance, leaving Placentia in a confuſion not eaſy 
to be deſcribed : — I could perceive, however, by 
the geſtures of that unhappy lady, that ſhe repented 
having gone ſo far, yet knowing herſelf the on] 
injured, could not yield either to  recede from her 
refolution on the account of Miranda, or make uſe 
of any attempts to ſoften ſo ill-founded a reſent- 
ment in the huiband, 


It is now ſaid that his amour with Miranda is on 
the decline ; — that a new face has utterly eclipſed 
all the charms he had lately found in her's ; and that 
Placentia has at leaſt this conſolation under her 
misfortune, to find that no one' beauty has the 


power long to retain the heart the has loſt ;——ſo 
juſt are the poet's words; | 


When 
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When fix'd to one, love ſafe at anchor rides, 

And dares the fury of the winds and tides ; 

But loſing once that hold, to the wide ocean borne, 
It drives at will, to ev'ry wave a ſcorn. 


_ Marriage, tho' a ſacred inſtitution, — tho or- 
dained by heaven to beſtow the ſupremeſt felicity 
we mortals are capable of enjoying, becomes the 
ſevereſt curſe, when ſouls ill- ſuited to each other 
are joined in its indiſſoluble bonds; and it too often 
happens, that thoſe who by nature and education 
are qualified to give and receive the greateſt happi- 
neſs, are rendered the more miſerable, through the 
perverſeneſs of a bad-temper'd partner. 

Montelion has been twice married; — he has 
experienced both all the contentments, and all the 
inquictudes of that ſtate, with women of humours 
as widely different as light and darkneſs, I had 
almoſt ſaid, as heaven from hell: his firſt lady, 
as ſhe was excelled by none in exterior perfections, 
ſo ſhe was equalled but by very few in the more va- 
luable endowments of the mind: — his life, while 
in poſſeſſion of this treaſure, was one continued 
ſcene of harmony. and love; but ſoon, alas, the 
bliſsful proſpect vaniſh'd !—the fair, the virtuous, 
the tender Erminia died; and, to add to the miſ- 
fortune of her diſconfolate huſband, left no pledge 
behind her of their mutual affection. 


Though in that ſeaſon of life when amorous 
flames are at their higheſt bent, thoſe of Montelion 
ſeemed all buried in the grave of his dear Erminia ; 
he remained for ſeveral years the lonely occu- 
pier: of a widowed bed: —at laſt, however, the 
ardent. defire of having an heir for his eſtate, got 
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omewhat the better of his melancholy, and de- 
termined him on a ſecond venture. 

In the choice he made, he conſulted neither for- 
tune nor beauty; the one, indeed, he wanted not; 
—and as for the other, ſince his Erminia's death, 
all women were equal to him, and he regarded the 
lovely and unlovely with the ſame indifference .— 
he therefore martied Ferocia, merely becauſe ſhe 
was one of the daughters of a fruitful family, and 
likely to anſwer the only end which induced him. 
once more to become a huſband. Sgt 


Every body was aſtoniſh'd at theſe nuptials, and 
much more ſo on the knowledge of Ferocia's beha- 
viour afterwards ;—but I ſhall preſent my reader 
with the character of this lady, as it was given by. 
an impartial hand in a letter to a friend.. 

Ferocia, now the wife of Montelion, is a wo- 
man plain in her perſon, — weak in her under- 
ſtanding, capricious and fantaſtic in her hu- 
mour, unpoliſh'd in her manners; and, what is 
worſe than all, inſufferably vain and inſolent on 
her new dignity, without one grain of true love 
or gratitude for the man who has raiſed her to it. 


My gift of Inviſibility aſſiſted me in proving the- 
truth of the above in all its parts; — further 1 will 
not pretend to ſay ; for tho' it is a vulgar adage, 
that, Where there is no modeſty, there is little 
fign of honeſty ;*-and tho' I have heard ſevere 
eenſures paſs'd upon her virtue; yet I never could 
make any diſcoveries to her prejudice on that ſcore, 
and am apt to believe, that the rampant airs ſhe 
gives herſelf among the men, are, in reality, more 

owing to a hoidenly than an amorous diſpolition. 
FS Montes 
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Mlontelion ſeems to ſee her behaviour in the 
ſame light I do; yet, for the ſake of his own 
bonour, cannot but wiſh ſhe would a& with more 
reſerve. — They had not been married above three 
months when he was ſeized with a ft of the gout 
which confined him to his apartment: — Ferocia 
came in cover'd over with jewels, and blazing 
like a ſtar ; and, without expreſſing any concern 
for his indiſpoſition, told him that ſhe was going 
to lady Primwell's route; on which enſued. the 
following dialogue between them: 


Montelion. ] flatter'd myſelf, madam, with 
© having the happineſs of your company at home 
this evening, as I am not in a condition to ſtir 
„ | 

Ferocia. Oh heavens I ſhould make the 
© wortt nurſe in the world: what good would my 

{taying do you?“ | | 
Montelion. A great deal, madam, and I hope 
© I need ſay no. more to engage you not to leave 
. 

Fereca.. Indeed, my lord, I muſt. go, I have 
© given my promiſe.” 

Montelion. You will be eafily excuſed ; no- 

body will expect a wife on a party of. pleaſure, 
when they know. her huſband is confined by pain, 
-Come, my dear, you mult not think that 
ſtay ing at home one night is an act of too much 
complaiſance to a man who would refuſe nothing 
for your ſatisfaction;” | | 


La 
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In ſpeaking this he drew her gently towards him, 
and gave her two or three very tender kiſſes; but Fi 
in doing ſo, a little ſnuff he had between his thumb 
and finger happened to ſcatter on her glove ; on 
which the ſtarted from him, and returned his kind 
expreſſions in theſe terms: 7. 


Ferocia. 


86 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


Ferocia. Piſh, how ſilly this is!--=You have 
ſpoil'd my gloves with your naſty ſauff. --- Here 
John, William, run one of you to my dreſſing- 
room, and bid Faddle bring me a pair of gloves 
in a minute, | 
Montelion. Don't put yourſelf into a paſſion, 
my dear, but fit down and reſolve to oblige 
me z---P'll call for cards, and we'll have a game 
at picquet.“ HR | 
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She made no reply, but hung down her head, 
and ſtood counting the ſticks of her fan till Faddle 


came into the room. 


Ferociax. Where are the gloves? 
Faddle, © Madam, I thought the fellow was 
_ © miſtaken, when he bid me bring gloves, as your 
© ladyſhip had juſt now a clean pair. 

Montelion. Aye, Mrs. Faddle, there is no oc- 
© caſion; rather get your lady's night-dreſs ready; 
© for ſhe has chang'd her. mind, and does not go 
abroad. | 5 | 
Ferocia. Indeed I both muit and will, my lord. 
Do you imagine, that becauſe you are fick, 1 
« muſt mortify myſelf, and be mew'd up with you 
© till I am ſick too ?---No, ---no, I am not weak 
enough to comply with ſo unreaſonable a re- 
© queſt ; therefore adieu, I ſha)} ſcarce ſee you till. 
© Jate, and hope then to find your lordſhip better.? 


She waited not for any reply he might have 
made, but flounced out of the room, followed by 
her woman, Montelion ſoon after heard the 
footman call'd to attend her ladyſhip, and the cha- 
riot drive from the door. How would ſome 
huſbands have reſented ſuch uſage, even from the 
moſt lovely of womankind! yet Montelion bore it 
without any ſhew of impatience from one endow'd 
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with no charms to excite either love or reſpect; -- 
his tameneſs, however, is not owing to any mean- 
neſs of ſpirit in him, but rather to his good ſenſe: 
— he does not care to have his domeſtic affairs 
become the talk of the town, nor to come to an 
open rupture with the woman he has made his wife; 
and having in vain eſſay'd all the means that pru- 
dence and good- nature could ſuggeſt, to bring her 
to a more reaſonable way of thinking, he has at 
laſt given over the attempt; — ſeems not to re- 

ard whatever ſhe does, but endeavours to loſe the 
thoughts of his private diſquiets in the toils of 
public buſineſs. | 


ed ed ds de de 56 09d 6d 8 
CHAP; 205 a 
Relates a firange inſtance of bigotry and enthuſiaſm 


in a parent, 


Othing is ſo deſirable as religion, -- nothin 

is ſo truly amiable as piety :---what bleſſings 
does it not diffuſe to all who are within the reach 
of its influence ? --- From it all other virtues are 
derived, and by it alone we are enabled to act 
with vigour ; - yet how often have we ſeen this 
heavenly quality perverted into its very oppoſite; 
and, from the ſpirit of meekneſs, benevolence, 
mercy, charity, and univerſal love, become the 
ſpirit of pride, contention, envy, hatred, and per- 
fecution |! like the arch-angel, who ftanding 
neareſt to the throne of glory, precipitated himſelf 
into the loweſt hell. | 


Bigotry and ſuperſtition are the ſureſt engines 
which the ſubtle enemy of mankind makes ule of 
for our deſtruction; --- all other crimes carry their 
ſtings with them; conſcience reproaches us for 
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dbing amiſs, and we fall not again into the like 
without extreme remorſe and ſhame; but the man 


poſleſs'd of this holy frenzy of the mind glories 
in his perſeverance, becauſe he looks upon it as the 


higheſt virtue. 


A gentleman, whom 1 ſhall diſtinguiſh by the 


name of Flaminio, had attained to the age of 50, 


without. having been known to be guilty of any one 
thing which could call in. queſtion either his ho- 
nour, an or good- ſenſe; — he had lived 
careſs'd by his friends, reſpected by his acquaint- 
ance, and almoſt adored by his tenants and depen- 
dants: — he had one ſon and one daughter, and 
having loſt. his wife in bringing the latter into the 
world, he never ventured on a ſecond, but laid out: 
all his cares on the education of theſe two. 


Adario, for ſo-I ſhall call the ſon, having finiſh'd 
his ſtudies to the ſatisfaction of all thoſe who had: 


the charge of inſtructing him, in order to com- 


plete the fine gentleman, was ſent to make the 
tour of Europe, under the care of a. diſcreet and 
experienced governor. —[fabinda, the daughter, 
remained at home with her father, and being ex- 
tremely beautiful, and miſtreſ ot every accompliſh- 
ment befitting her ſex and rank, attracted the love 
and admiration of as many as had opportunity to 
be witneſs of her perfections.. 5 


Being ſuch as I have deſcribed, it may eaſily be 
fuppoſed, that in a town like this, there were not 
few who!declared themſelves her lovers; Lyſimor 
was among the number of thoſe who had the leaſt 
to fear, and the moſt to hope for, in his addreſſes. 
to her: — he had an agreeable perſon, was de- 
ſcended of a good family, and was heir to an. eſtate 
adequate to his birth: — he 6 | 
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with Adario ; and though being ſome years older, 
he had left the Univerſity before him, they had al- 
ways kept up a correſpondence : — he was intro- 
duced to the acquaintace of the ſiſter by the inti- 
macy he had with the brother, who fail'd not, be- 
fore he went abroad, to recommend his friend's 
pretenſions to her in the ſtrongeſt terms. | 


He it was, indeed, who alone had the power of 
plealing her; — her young heart preſently diſtin- 
guiſhed him from all his rivals : but her modeſty 
and diſcretion would not permit her to give him 
any marks of a peculiar regard, till authoriz'd to 
do ſo by the perſon ſhe had always been taught to- 
conſider as the ſole diſpoſer of her fate. | 


| Lyſimor, who had alſo been bre1 in the moft 
| ſtrict obedience, made not his court to Iſabinda 
without having firſt communicated the paſſion he 
had for her to his father, and received his approba- 
tion : — the two old gentlemen had afterwards an 
interview on this. occaſion ; and Flaminio being 
perfectly ſatisfied with the propoſals made by the 
other, readily gave his conſent, on condition his 
daughter, whoſe inclination he ſaid he would never 
£9 about to force, ſhould have no objection to the 
match, | „ . 


The ſame evening, as they were ſitting together 
at ſupper, Flaminio related to his daughter all that 
had paſs'd between him and the father of Lyſimor; 
and added, that he look'd upon him as a very 
deſerving young fellow; — that his birth and for- 
tune were unexceptionable; — and that if ſhe had 
no averſion to his perſon, he ſhould be heartily 
glad of an alliance with him. 


Llabinda 


* 
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Ifabinda bluſh'd like the fun juſt peeping from a 
cloud, oa hearing her father ſpeak in this manner, 
and could ſcarce recover herfelf from the glad fur- 
prize enough to tell him, that ſince he was pleaſe d 
with ſuch a union, ſhe ſhould be all obedience to 
his will: --- ſhe faid no more; but the ſoft con- 
fuſion ſhe was in, and the joy which ſhe could not 
reſtrain from ſparkling in her eyes, ſufficiently teſ- 
tified how much her inclinations correfponded with 
her duty. < Well then, reſumed he, from this 
© time forward receive Lyſimor as the perfon b 
© heaven and me ordain'd to be your huſband.” 


J leave it to my fair readers to conceive what de- 
lightful images mutt fill the mind of Ifabinda, after 
this ſanction to an affection which hitherto ſhe had 
not dared to indulge, yet had it not in her power 
to ſubdue ;-=--for my own part, tho' I was preſent 
during all the converiation ſhe had with her father 
on this head, I left the houfe when ſhe retir'd to 
her chamber, which ſhe did more early than ordi- 
nary that night, I gueſs, to have an opportunity 
of giving a looſe to the tranſports of her mind. 


As for Lyſimor, the joy he felt on being ac- 
quainted with what his father had done for him, 
was very much allay'd by the perfect ignorance he 
was in of having made any impreſſion on the heart 
of his charming miſtreſs ; --- he went to viſit her 
the next day, hoping, yet trembling for the event ; 
but ſoon the lovely maid put an end to his ſuſ- 
pence, by aſſuring him, that for his ſake alone ſhe 
could reſolve, without reluctance, on changing 
her condition, 


Not only the lovers themſelves, but both their 
parents alſo ſeem'd equally impatient for the con- 
ſummation of theſe nuptials ;——a ſhort Jay was 

| | appointed 
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appointed for the celebration ; — the articles of 
ſettlement and jointure were drawing up ; — new 
habits, new coaches, new equipages, — all neceſ- 
ſary preparations were carrying on with the utmoſt 
expedition, when lo! — a ſudden and unexpected 
ſtorm bore down at once the pleaſing proſpeS of 
their hopes, — for ever daſh'd their expected joys, 
and ſpread a laſting ſcene of deſolation and deſpair. 
How vainly, alas, do we depend on mortal hap- 
pineſs !—The gaudy bubble fleets before us like the 
wind, eludes our graſp, and mocks the idle 
chace, — as Sir Robert Howard juſtly expreſſes it, 


Short is th' uncertain reign and pomp of mortal pride? 
New turns and changes ev'ry day | 

Are of inconſtant Chance the conſtant arts; 
Soon ſhe gives, ſoon takes away, : 

She comes, embraces, nauſeates you, and parts. 


Flaminio, from being the moſt chearful, good- 
natur'd man that could be of his age, became all 
at once transform*d into the moſt ſullen, gloomy, 
and diſcontented; — from expreſſing the utmoſt 
eagerneſs for his daughter's wedding, he now ap- 
pear'd wholly negligent of every thing relating to 
it: —when the father of Lyſimor, and the lawyer 
employ'd to draw the marriage writings, went to 
His houſe, he order'd his ſervants to ſay he was 
from home; — made ſeveral tradeſmen carry back 

the things he had beſpoke for the ſolemnity; — 
and, in fine, put an entire ftop to all he had been 
ſo ſolicitous in forwarding, 


The father of Lyſimor began to think himſelf 
affronted by this proceeding ; and both the lovers 
were amazed and troubled beyond deſcription at it; 
but tho* the young gentleman came once or twice 
every day to viſit his dear miftreſs, Flaminio fo 
Carefully avoided his prefeace, that he could get no 

EL oppor- 
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opportunity of complaining to him, and Iſabinda 
was too much terrihed by the unuſual auſterity of 


his looks to have the courage to open. her lips to 
him on this ſcore, x 2 | 


She was one afternoon alone in the fore-parlour,. 
waiting the approach of Lyſimor, when her father, 
Who was in a back room, call'd her to him; 
ſhe immediately obeyed, and on her entrance was 
accoſted by him in this manner 


Flaminio. Well, Ifabinda, I ſuppoſe you ex- 
_ © pect Lyſimor here preſently ?? | 
{jabinda. © Yes, vir, it is near the hour 
© when he generally viſits me.“ | 
Flaminis. His company may be ſpared at this 
© time; —— I have fomething to ſay to you, and 
« would not be interrupted : ——- I have therefore 
given orders to the ſervants to tell him, when he 
© comes, that you are gone abroad.” 
1jabinda.. He will ſcarce believe that, becauſe 
© 1 promiſed to take a walk with him in the Mall 
after tea; but if you require my attendance, I 
„will diſmiſs him the moment he comes. 
Flaminio. No, it ſhall be as I have ſaid ; — 
if you marry him, you. will have opportunities 
s enough to ſee each other; and if you do not, 
it will be beſt for you not to have ſettled your 
affections upon him.“ 1 . 
Tſabinda. * Sir, 1 ſhould never have entertain'd 
© the leaſt thoughts of marrying either him or any 
© other man, without having firſt received your 
commands to do ſo. _ =. f 
Flaminio. However that may be, events we 
© think moſt near are often the fartheſt from be- 
ing accompliſh'd ; and for that reaſon a young 
« maid ought never to diſpoſe of her heart till it is 
e accompeny'd by her hand.“ 5 


Jabinda. 
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Thalinda. I hope, Sir, that Lyſimor has done 
nothing to forfeit the good-will you once had 
for him.“ | | 


XR 6 


© Flaminio. No, no, I have nothing to ſay 
againſt the young gentleman, ; — and ſhould ſtill 
approve of him for a fon-in-law ;—but— | 
Iſabinda. But what? I beſeech you, Sir, 
keep me not on a rack more cruel than death.” 
Flaminio. I am ſorry to ſee you fo much con- 
cern'd on his account ; — I hoped to have found 
you more indifferent ; but, ſince your inclina- 
tions are ſo deeply engag'd, with from my ſoul 
© there was a pothbility for your union.“ 

Tſabinda. * Ah, Sir, what prevents it!“ 


K 


LO 


o 
o 
E 


Flaminio. A father's everlaſting happineſs or 


© miſery.' 


Theſe words, the emphaſis with which he ut- 
ter'd them, and the horror that appear'd in his 
countenance, frighted the poor young lady almoſt 
into fits ;---ſhe ieee not able 
to comprehend the meaning of what ſhe heard, 
the moſt terrible ideas came into her mind, which 
made her rather dread than with an explanation. 


She ſtood pale as a ghoſt, and motionleſs as a 
ſtatue, while her father, greatly agitated, walked 
backwards and forwards in the room with irregular 


and diſorder'd ſteps: --- both remain'd ſpeechleſs 


for ſome time ; --- at laſt, - I cannot as yet, 
© ſaid he, bring myſelf to relieve the ſuſpence J ſee 
© you in, but will do it ſoon; retire there- 
fore, my dear Iſabinda, to your chamber, con- 
* tinued he with a deep ſigh, and invoke the Al- 
mighty Diſpenſer of bleſſings to give you that 
© compoſure of mind, which can alone enable you 
* to ſupport chearfully whatever fate he is pleaſed 
* to ordain for you.” T2 
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She went to her chamber as commanded ; but 
whether to pray or weep I will not pretend to in- 
form my readers: I remained with Flaminio while 
he ſtaid below, which was not long, then follow'd 
him up to his cloſet, where he ſhut himſelf in, 
pulling the door ſo haſtily after him that I had not 
time to enter; but peeping thro? the key-hole, I 
ſaw he had thrown himſelf proſtrate on the floor, 
and with his hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, 
ſeemed very earneſt in devotion ; — I left him in 
this poſture, and return'd home much ſurpriſed at 
what I had ſeen and heard, 


Impatient, however, to get ſome farther light 
into an affair which at preſent appeared ſo myſte- 
rious to me, I went the next morning to Flaminio's 
houſe; — I enter'd Iſabinda's chamber with a ſer- 
vant who was carrying in a diſh of chocolate. 
that unhappy lady was fitting leaning her elbow on 
a table and her head upon her hand, her eyes red 
with the late fallen tears, and all ſymptoms of de- 
ſpair and grief about her ; — but nothing being to 
be learnt here, I went in ſearch of Flaminio, whom 
I found. in his dreſſing- room ;—he was in a muſing 
poſture, but had a countenance much more ſerene 
than the day before : —— I had not been many 
minutes with him before he rung his bell for a 
footman, whom he order'd to fetch Iſabinda to 
him ; — ſhe preſently came, and I was witneſs of 
the following extraordinary dialogue : h 


Flaminio. Sit down, my child; — I was to 
blame to leave you in the perplexity 1 did laſt 
night; but it was occaſion'd only by my too 

reat tenderneſs ; —I could not eaſily reſolve to 
tell you a thing which I fear'd would make you 
wiſh I had lov'd you leſs,” mn 
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Jabinda. p Sir, I have always look'd upon your 


paternal affection to me as the greateſt bleſſing of | 


my life.“ : | 
Hlaminio. © I believe you have; and I had 
© never any cauſe,to think you did not return that 


< affection with an adequate proportion of filial 


c love and duty.” 


Iſabinda. I flatter myſelf, fir, that no one of 
my actions has ever ſhewn the contrary.” 

Flaminia, * None, indeed, my deareſt child: 
Il ought not therefore to have doubted of your 


ready compliance in a thing on which my ſoul's 


eternal peace depends. — Tell me, my Iſabinda, 
would you not willingly forego a trifling ſatis- 
faction to inſure your father's happineſs both 
here and hereafter ?” | 0 
Iſabinda. I ſhould elſe, fir, be unworthy of 
the goodneſs you have ſhewn me.“. | 


Flaminio. Well then, my deareſt Iſabinda, I 


A 


will no longer heſitate to make thee the confi- 
dante of a ſecret which hitherto has never eſcap'd 
my own boſom: — it 1s a ſtory will very much 
ſurpriſe thee ;—but ſee thou mark me well, and 


be attentive to every particular,” 


Tſabinda, * You may be certain, fir, I will be 
6 8 | 

Flaminiov. Know then, that going into the 
country to take poſſeſſion of that eſtate which 
you haye heard devolved on me by the death 
of my uncle, I fell into the acquaintance of 
a young lady in the neighbourhood, called Har- 
riot ; — ſhe was handſome, — I had a heart en- 
tirely free, and I became, as I then thought, vio- 
lently in love with her; but marriage being a 


thing of too ſerious a nature to be agreeable to 
my inclinations at that time, the addreſſes I 


made to her were extremely private; — ſuch as 


they were, however, they ſucceeded but too 


well; 


1 
— 2 Pons — 
— — 
1 W 


1 


WT 

1 

wp 

"4-0 
1 

1 
hy th 
| 


by 
gu 
23 
> © 4 
* 
1 
0 
1 = 
x. 
= 
[3 
4 


. — PC III — RR —— _ — ang” 
5 Sr N eee þ =2 a S 3 e Dy 93 q 
SASHA + „ El OTE CARES MY 925 J SI as a * 322 
n a, " * 


Herr es . < 
y > - 2 r 2 . 28 
HJ 7 . * * 0 — ee a = = _ 4 Fl — . ay fy A m * — 
ern n 8 n - 5 RE, ? nt — „ ap rrenyen nn te 2 — 
Rpt — | k ws 8 on he 6 bb 8 r : " - — Ins 3 
EAA IE 4/7 A n S N N 
. FF TIES > ron Sr ng th W 3 OE 4 ky „ EOS os R N 
N RET. 2 5 2 r 8 — 2 4 1. 8 1 4 . 
5 A n 8 REF. aa, Mc — — — * 9 
— —— E — a AG: — n 
W e 1 n — — = RT Ls 5 . 4 : 
pay % ook IIA : — TELIS. 0 


1 r > ; 
5 
> 88 
35 — — 
ay" err wow 
n 


wo, 
l 


. 22 2 
— N 


Road] 4 = 
boos red Sons 
2 * 


| r Eg” 


96 THE INVISIBLE s Py. 


well; and, on my promiſing to make her wo 
« wife, obtain'd all the e my paſſion 
could require. 

_ © Having finiſh'd the bali which had brought 
© me thither, I ſet out ſoon after on my return to 
London :- Harriot took leave of me without 
much regret, being to follow in a few days, with 
« her father and the whole family, the winter ſea- 
< ſon coming on: on her arrival ſhe ſent me im- 
© mediate notice, and I provided a proper place for 
© our private interviews, which were not ſeldom, 
© my amorous defires being yet unſatiated. | 

& Perhaps her youth, beauty, and the extreme 
* tenderneſs ſhe had for me, might have engaged 
me for a much longer time, had not the charms 
© of your dear mother. render'd all thoſe of the 
< whole ſex beſides contemptible in my eyes: I 
* ador'd her from the firſt moment I beheld her; 
„ the flame ſhe inſpir'd me with was widely 
different from what I had ever felt before; mar- 
© riage was no more a bugbear to me ; --- on the 
* contrary, I languiſh'd to be link'd in thoſe bonds 
© with a perſon "of ſuch diſtinguiſh'd merit, and 
< the means of attaining that felicity l all 
my thoughts. 

I now made a thouſand excuſes to avoid meet- 
© ing poor Harriot; and when her repeated ſollici- 
© tations drew me ſometimes to her, my behaviour 
© was ſo cool, ſo chang'd from what it Was, that 
© ſthe could not but ſee into the cauſe ;---ſhe grew 
« jealous, inquiſitive, and ſoon diſcover'd my ho- 
« nourable attachment. 

Tears, reproaches, and complaints, now Fir 
« niſh'd me with a pretence to quarrel ; --- I told 
© her I would ſee her no more, and indeed ſhe put 
it out of my power to break my word ; for in 
« three days after we had parted in this manner ſhe 


© died not t without ſome ſulpicida of poiſon, as 
rl I have 


* 


„ K K A A A AA 6 G R A A A A A 6 


GG A a aA aA = 


6G a A K KK A [A 


THE INVISIBLE SPY, . an 


I have heard it whiſper'd ;—but wheihcr ſhe 
had recourſe, in reality, to any ſuch deſperate 
method to rid her of a life ſhe was grown weary 
of, or whether grief alone did the work of fate, 


I know not ; but am too certain, however that 


might be, my ingratitude was the cruel cauſe, 
though ſhe was too generous ever to declare it, 
and not one of all her numerous kindred or ac- 
quaintance had the leaſt intimation of the inter- 
courſe between us. | . 
The ſhock I felt on the firſt intelligence of this 
ſad cataſtrophe is inconceivable, and would doubt- 


leſs have made a laſting impreſſion on me, if the 


progreſs I every day made in my courtſhip to the 
object of my virtuous affection, — the gaining 
her conſent to be mine, —our marriage, and the 


hurry of pleaſures attending that ſolemnity, had 


not too much taken up my heart to leave room 
for any other ſenſations than thoſe of joy and 
tranſport. . 5 „ 

Events once obliterated from the mind, by 
others of greater conſequence to our happineſs, 
ſeldom or never recur to it again: — a long ſue- 


ceſſion of years paſs'd over without any remems- - 


brance of the unfortunate Harriot; and it is but 
very lately that the thoughts of her have begun 
to trouble my repoſe. 4 | 

But Heaven would not ſuffer me to be always 
dead to a juſt ſenſibility of the crime I had been 
guilty of, — Not many nights ago, whether 
ileeping or awake I cannot pretend to be poſi- 
tive, 1 ſaw, at leaſt I thought I ſaw, that injur'd 
woman ſtand by my bed- ſide:— I heard her 
too, with a voice hollow, yet ſonorous as an 
echo, bid me repent, and atone for my paſt 
tranſgreſſion.— + How ſhall I atone?” cry'd J. 
—Devote to heaven the deareſt thing you have 
Vor. I. F on 


* 
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© on earth,” reply'd the phantom, and in that in- 
« ſtant vaniſh'd from my ſight, 
It is not poſſible for me to expreſs, much leſs for 
you to conceive, the horrors I ſuſtained after 
this amazing dream, or apparition, I know not 
which to call it; but am ſince convinced it was 
no other than my guardian angel, who, under 
the form of Harriot, inſtructed me how to atone 
for my crime: — and ſhould J neglect or diſo- 
bey his admonition, it would more than double 
my tranſgreſſion, and fink my foul down to the 
loweſt hell. —* Devote to heaven the deareſt 
thing thou haſt on earth,“ the viſion ſaid, — 
Now what have I on earth that is truly dear 
to me, except your brother and yourſelf? — I 
have examin'd well my heart, and find that of 
the two you fit nezrer there; it is you there- 
fore, my Iſabinda, that are ordained to be the ſa- 
crifice; — and, like faithful Abraham, I muſt 
ſubmit to lay my darling on the altar” 
Tjabinda. * Oh, ſir, you wil! not kill me !' 
laminio. Kill thee, my child! rather would 

I ſuffer this fleſh of mine to be torn with burning 
pincers, — every limb diſlocated, — my breaſt 
laid open, and my panting heart expoſed to pub- 
lic view, than hurt the ſmalleſt part of thy dear 
precious frame : — no, — I mean to preſent thee 
a living ſacrifice on the altar of piety :=to con- 
ſecrate thee to the ſervice of heaven, and to make 
thee, while on earth, a companion for the ſaints 
above: — in fine, my Iſabinda, you muſt be a 
nun.” - Bu Ws 
' Jſabinda, * A nun,—oh heavens ! 
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This poor young lady ſeem'd no leſs terrified 
with the word Nun than ſhe had been with that of 
Sacrifice but all Ican ſay is, not all the obedience 
Iſabinda had hitherto been practiſed in, * 
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father's authority, nor the arguments he urged, 
could either reconcile her to the way of life he en- 
join'd, or oblige her to ſubmit to it with any de- 
gree of willingneſs ; and her tears and intreaties 
being equally in vain to make him recede from the 
reſolution he had taken, he diſmiſs'd her from his 
preſence, telling her, in a very angry tone, that 
he had now done with perſuaſions, and ſhould take 


meaſures to bring her to her duty, more becoming 
his charaQer as a father. ENT. 
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The author finds, tho“ with an infinite deal of diffi- 
culty, to make a diſcovery of ſome part of the un- 
happy conſequences which immediately attended the 
cruel reſolution Flaminio had taken in regard to his 
daughter. | 


HAD never yet attempted to ſee how Lyſimor 
brook'd the late delays which had been given to 
his intended nuptials, ſo now took it into my head 
to go: a ſervant, Who was carrying out a_ wig- 
box, gave me an oppottunity of ſlipping into the 
houſe, —I found the old gentleman with a letter 
in his hand, which ſeem'd to excite in him ver 
great emotions; — but as he had juſt Aniſh'd the 
peruſal as I enter'd the room, and was putting it 
into his pocket, I could not poſſibly know any 
thing of the contents: I was not, however, long 
__ unſatisfied : — Lyſimor was return'd from a morn- 
ing-walk he had been taking, and enter'd a few 
moments after : — he appear'd in little better 
humour than his father, and, when he had paid 
the uſual ſalutation, ſpoke in this manner: 
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Lyſimor. © Certainly, fir, ſomething very ex- 

< traordinary muſt have happen'd to occaſion this 
< ſudden change both in Flaminio and his daugh- - 
£ ter :=--I have been to enquire of her health this 
morning, after being diſappointed of ſeeing her 
£ laſt night, and have a ſecond time been deny'd 
s acceſs.” 
- » Father. I could have told you that, if I had 
E known you had been there ;---I have juſt receiv'd 
s a letter from Flaminio z---ſee what the old cox- 
comb writes.? | 


With theſe words he drew the letter he had been 
reading from his pocket, and threw it on a table; 
Lyſimor ſnatch'd it up with the greateſt eagerneſs, 
and found the contents as follow : 


6 SIR, * 
© AN over-ruling fate deprives me of the ho- 
nour of your alliance, and diſpoſes of iny daugh- 
ter in a different manner from what J once in- 
tended ;---I muſt therefore intreat your ſon will 
make no future viſits at my houſe, nor take an 
ſteps to traverſe thoſe deſigns which I am oblig'd 
to purſue in relation to lſabinda.---As for your- 
ſelf, fir, I hope you'll impute this alteration in 
my conduct to what it really is, --- an unavoid- 
able neceſſity, and not to want of reſpect in him, 
who in all things elſe would readily ſubſcribe 
6 himſelf, Sir, | 
£ Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
FINE „ FLAMIN10,! 
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Surpriſe and reſentment now ſeemed to ſtrive 
which ſhould be moſt predominant in the counte- 
nance of Lyſimor: — he ſtampt, --- bit his lips, 
--- pauſed a while, then ſpoke, | 

| Lyſimor. 
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Iuyſimor. This muſt be madneſs ;---no man 
© in his ſenſes could poſſibly act thus.---What l- 
after expreſſing the higheſt ſatisfaction in the in- 
tended union between our families, -=- after the 
warmeſt profeſſions of reſpect to you, fir, and of 
love to me, to affront both in ſo groſs a manner, 
without the leaſt cauſe given on our part! —— 
*tis unaccountable, 'tis monſtrous; but 
I cannot think Iſabinda ſhares in her father's 
frenzy.” 

Father. * Whatever ſhe does, it vetoed you 
not to think on her at all :---ſooner would I have 
my family extinct, and my name periſh to eter- 
nity, than have a branch of that ſtem grafted on 

a tree of mine z --- and I ſhould be ſorry to find 


you mean-ſpirited enough to retain a wiſh that 
way. z 


C 
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| What reply Lyſimor. would have made I know 

not, for the old gentleman was call'd haſtily out of 

the parlour to one who waited for him in another 

room. - Lyſimor, when alone, fell into a deep 
muſing,---in which he ſigh'd and frown'd alter- 

nately, and ſeem'd divided between love and re- 

ſetment; --- but whatever his thoughts were, he 

had no opportunity of indulging them :---a ſer- 

| vant preſented bim with a letter, which he ſaid 

/ was brought by a porter, who deſired it might be 

given into his own bands, and waited for an an- 

ſwer. Lyſimor no ſooner ſaw the character on the 

ſuperſcription, than the late paleneſs in his cheeks 
was converted into the moſt lively red; he broka 


the ſeal with trembling impatience, and l it 
contain'd theſe lines: 


© Dear Sin, 
< MY father, in an unaccountable- caprice; 
© tears me from your arms, and is reſolved to- 
1 make 
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make me a nun, or rather a martyr of me, — 
Prayers and tears are ineffectual to move him 
from his purpoſe ; — I have tried both in vain, 
and it is by flight alone I can avoid a fate more 
dreadful to me than all I can ſuffer by abandon- 
ing his protection: —if you have compaſſion.— 
I muſt not now ſay love, — aſſiſt me in my 
eſcape.— I have made no intimacies, —have no 
confidantes on whom ] dare rely in this diſtracting 
exigence, and there remain not four and twenty 
hours between me and the impoſſibility of avert- 
ing the doom that threatens me: — I am at pre- 
ſent a cloſe priſoner in my chamber, and to- 
morrow, early in the morning, am to take coach 
for Dover, thence to embark for Punkirk, under 
the care of a perſon whoſe vigilance 1 cannot 
hope to elude, and who is not to quit my ſight 
one moment, till I am, beyond redemption, 
lodged within the walls of a convent.— A girl 
lately taken into the houſe, pitying my diſtreſs, 
has promiſed to get this conveyed to you, and 
alſo to greaſe the hinges of the ſtreet-door,. that 
I may go out with leſs noiſe when the family are 
all in bed, which I believe will be pretty early, 
as my father is too much out of humour to ſee 
any company : — if you will take upon you the 
trouble to wait for me at the end of our ftreet, 
next the ſquare, between the hours of twelve and 
one, and conduct me to ſome place where I may 
be ſecreted till the ſearch, which doubtleſs will be 
made after me, is over, I ſhall endeavour to earn 
a ſubſiſtence by ſuch ways as I am capable of, 
and fortune ſhall preſent. — If you ever truly 
loved me, you will not think this requeſt too 
preſuming, but rather be ſorry for the ſad acci- 


dent that compels me to make it.—!l beg a line, 


in anſwer to this, may inform me what 1 have to 
; | depend 
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depend upon from your good-nature, and what 
hope remains for the forlorn and moſt wretched 


© IsaBINDA,” 


— 


The lover appear'd extremely touch'd with this 
melancholy epiſtle; and when he had finiſh'd, 
threw his arms acroſs his breaſt, and cry'd out, 
Poor Iſabinda, -- what demon has taken poſſeſ- 
« ſion of her father's brain !---but I ſhould be even 
+ yet more cruel to refuſe the aſſiſtance ſhe im- 
6 plores. --- No, --- love, honour, and generoſity 
« forbid it ! --- whatever ſhall be the conſequence, 
I muſt, --- I will defend her from the fate ſhe 
dreads.“ He then call'd his footman, and bid 
him order the perſon who had brought this letter to 
wait for an anſwer at ſome diſtance from the houſe, 
leſt his father ſhould happen to ſee him, and be in- 
quifitive from whom, and on what buſineſs he 
came, Having given theſe inſtructions, he ran 
haſtily up into his chamber, where I follow'd, and 

| ſaw him fit down to his bureau, and write in theſe 
terms: 5 


To Is ABIN DA. 4 


© My for ever dear Is ABIx DA, 
© WHATEVER are my ſufferings in this 


unexpected turn of our affairs, I cannot be wholly 
unhappy while I know you have had no part in 
the inflicting them. --- Why do you unkindly 
make that a requeſt, which you ought to be 
convinced you might command from my affec- 
tion ?---I have devoted myſelf entirely to your 
ſervice; and no change of circumſtances can 
ever make me withdraw a heart attracted-by fo 
much beauty, and confirm'd in its choice by ſo 
much merit.-- Ves, my charming Iſabinda, 1 
am unalterably yours; and you may depend up- 
on my love and honour for every thing you ei- 
| "2 > ther 
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ther do, or ſhall hereafter ſtand in need of 
I ſhall employ this day in procuring a proper 
place for your reception; and ſhall anticipate the 

© hours you mention to watch for your enlarge- 

* ment, which I pray heaven to facilitate, and 

bring you ſafe to the arms of, my dear Iſabinda, 

« your faithful and moſt conſtant | 


© Lys1MoR.” 


He had but juſt diſpatched this when his father 
came into the room, and with a voice and air vaſtly 
different from what he had a few minutes before 
aſſumed, ſpoke to him in theſe terms: 


Father, I believe, ſon, I have interrupted your 
dreſſing; — but no matter, — I bring you news 
to conſole you for the loſs of your late miſtreſs ; 
—my old friend, Mr. Countwell, the banker, 
has been with me: — his fair charge, Emilia, 
comes to town next week, and he has offered, 
for a ſmall premium, to make up a match be- 
tween you ;—he aſſures me ſhe is a moſt lovely 
young creature, 1s entirely independent of any 
one, and -has twenty thouſand pounds in her 
pocket, which is more than double the fortune 
you would have had with the daughter of that 
fool Flaminio,” V 
Lyſmor. I eam greatly indebted to your good- 
neſs, fir, and to the conſideration Mr. Count- 
well has of me; but, ſir, you know | have long 
lov'd Iſabinda, and you muſt give my heart ſome 
time to wean itſelf from its former attachment.“ 
Father. Pihaw, one woman, like one nail, 

© will drive out the thoughts of another ;—your 
heart muſt be ſtrangely ſtupified, if it does not 
© dance to the mulic of twenty thouſand pounds: 
© remember, ſon, the eſtate you are to enjoy at 


my deceaſe does not amount to quite fixteen 
| © hundied 
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c hundred pounds per annum; and that I have 
been obliged to mortgage ſome part of it, to diſ- 
charge the debts your extravagant elder brother 
contracted before he died: — Emilia's fortune- 
will retrieve all. —Well, the breaking off your 
match with Iſabinda is the moſt lucky * that 
could have happened.” 
Lyſimor. © But, fir, we cannot be ſure the young 
lady will approve my ſuit.? 
Father, Mr. Countwell will manage that; he 
is a ſhrewd man,, he knows what he does, and 
will undertake nothing without performing it: 
—you have only to ſay a few fine things to 
Emilia, which you know well enough how to do, 
when once you get Iſabinda out of your head. 
Lyſimor. Sir, [ ſhall uſe my beſt endeavours 
to obey you in every thing,” 
Father. That is well. ſaid : — I want no obe- 
dience but what is for your own intereſt, and: 
will. leave you to reflect how. many charms there 
* are in twenty thouſand pounds; and then you 
© will fall in love with the fortune, Whether ever 

© you. do fo. with: the lady or not.” 
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This converſation being ended, I recollected 
that I had ſome affairs of my own to diſpatch, and 
began to think of retiring ;, but was prevented by 
Lyſimor, who walking in a continued and very 
haſty motion about the room, obliged me to keep 
cloſe in the corner where I had placed myſelf, and 
not venture to ſtir. leſt he ſhould ruſh againſt me. 
At fir{t I was a little vexed at this confinement ;; 
but afterwards rejoĩced heartily at it, as it gave 
me an opportunity of making a diſcovery, which: 
otherwiſe, perhaps, I ſhould have found much. 
more difficult to attain. 

Lyſimor, after ruminating for a conſiderable: 
time, rung the bell for his footman, who, on his; 

ö entrance, 
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entrance, received for his firſt command to ſhut 
the door : --- that done, he made no ſcruple to 
inform the fellow, who J ſoon found was in all his 
fecrets, of the concern he was in for Iſabinda; 
the promiſe he had given of taking her under his 
protection; and the vexation he was in to find a 
proper lodging for her, ſo that his father might 
not ſuſpect he had any hand in her eſcape, nor 
her own be able to diſcover where ſhe was con- 
cealed. | 


To this the man, after a pretty long pauſe, re- 
plied.- that he had a fiſter who was a widow, and 
lived in a very remote and obſcure part of the 
town ; --- that her houſe was clean, tho' fmall ;--- 
that her family conſiſted only of herſelf, an infant 
ſucking at her breaſt, and a country girl who did 
the buſineſs of a ſervant ;---and added, that if the 
lady could content herſelf with fo mean an abode, 
he was certain ſhe might remain there concealed 
as long as ſhe ſhould think fit. 


Lyſimor ſeem'd overjoy'd at this propoſal, and 
bid him go directly to h's filter, appriſe her of the 
affair as far as it was neceliary, and give her a 
ſtrict charge to prepare every thing in as decent a 
manner as ſhe could for the reception of her fair 
gueſt. The fellow went to execute his commiſ- 
ſion, and I ſlid ſoftly round the room till I got to 
the door and follow'd him, but not to the place 
| where he was going; for having already found, by 
the diſcourſe he had with his maiter, the name and 
ſituation of the ſtreet, I had no bufineſs to take fo 
Jong a walk, till ſomething more material excited 

my curioſity. | 


Lyſimor himſelf, however, was not more pune- 
tua: to the time appointed by Iſab inda than I was 
N | to 
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to know the iſſue of this adventure: it wanted ſome 
minutes of twelve when J arrived at the corner of 
the ſquare, and had but juſt poſted myſelf under a 
lamp, when I ſaw Lyſimor come muffled up in his 
cloak, and attended by his fervant. We bad not 
waited above a quarter of an hour before we ſaw 


Iſabinda ſteal out of her father's houſe, with a 


bundle under her arm almoſt as big as herſelf : — 
Lyſimor, perceiving how ſhe was loaded, made his 
man haſten to eaſe her of it ; after which ſhe rather 
few than ran into the arms of her deliveter; for 


* 


ſo ſhe called him, — adding, — Oh can you 
* pardon the trouble I have given you ?? To 
which he replied, Call not that a trouble 
* which I ſhall always look upon as the greateſt 
< happineſs of my life.“ I could hear diſtinctly 
little more of what they ſaid to each other, the 
footman being between us.:—they walk'd very faſt 
through the ſquare, and down a ftreet which turn'd 
from it, where a hackney-coach waited to receive 
them, and as ſoon as they were entered, drove 
away with al] imaginable ſpeed : — I had neither 
the will nor the power to purſue them, ſo return'd 
home to reflect at leiſure on the paſſages I had been 
witneſs of, = 
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Contains ſome more intereſling particulars of this 


adventure, and fſhews that people by flymg from 
one thing which they think would be a misfortune, 
often run into others of à nature more to be 
dreaded. | 


UCH as I had condemn'd Flaminio for his 
bigoted ſuperſtition, I could not wholly 


abſolve Iſabinda for the ſtep the had taken z I won 
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der'd not that ſhe was fearful of being forced into - 
ſtate of life which few ladies of her years would 
chuſe; -- but I wonder'd that ſhe was not alſo 
ſ.arfu} of putting herſelf into the power of a man 
who loved her, and whom ine paſſionately loved: 
_---ſhe muſt certainly either not have conſidered the 
dangers to which ſhe might be expoſed, or have 
depended too much on the ſtrength of her own 
v itue. Beſides, ſhe could not be fo ignorant as 
not to know that no woman can be made a nun, 
any more than ſhe can be made a wife, againſt her 
will; and a leſs ſhare of courage than ſhe ſhewed 
in this midnight elopement, would have enabled 
her, on her entrance within the walls of the con- 
vent, to declare ſhe had neither call nor inclination 
to receive the veil ; on which neither the abbeſs 
nor the biſhop of the dioceſs could have conſented 
to her admiſſion into holy orders. It is true, that 
her father might have confined her there a penſioner 
as long as he thought fit; but as this would not 
have anſwer'd his end in devoting her to the ſer- 

vice of the church, by way of propitiation for his 
( ffences, there is no doubt to be made but that he 
would ſhortly have recalled her home ;—and, per- 
haps too, been convinced of his folly in attempting 


a thing fo abſurd in itſelf, as well as cruel.to his 
daughter, 


J am ſenſible, that many of my fair young rea- 
ders will be apt to quarre} with me for my ant- 
madveriions on Iſabinda's conduct in this point, 
and cry out, — if they were in her place they 
would do the ſame: — it is very likely, indeed, 
that they would do ſo, and full as likely that they 
would meet with ſomething to make them heartily 
-1epent of their inadvertency. There are others again, 
"Who will fay, — that they can have no compaſſion 
ſor whatever misfortunes may befal a girl who thus 
3 raſhly 
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raſhly throws herſelf under the protection of a man 
not akin to her; but I believe the number of thoſe 
who are ſo hard-hearted will be very few, except 
ſome profeſt prudes, who exclaim violently againſt 
the leaſt miſconduct in public, yet make no ſcruple 
of giving themſelves the cranes looſe in private. 


ut to return to the melancholy detail I am now 

upon: Having little to do with my time the next 
morning, I went to the houſe where I knew Iſa- 
binda was placed for ſhelter from her father's power; 
— 1 gain'd an eaſy acceſs, the door being open, as 
is generally the cuſtom in mean houſes : on my 
going up ſtairs, I found the unhappy beauty ſitting. 
ina very penſive poiture, leaning her head againſt 
the corner of a cupboard, which I ſuppoſe ſerved 
her for a larder; for I ſaw a ſmall ſlice of butter 
and the remains of a halfpenny roll lying: frequent 
ſighs iſfued from her breait, and ſome tears fell.— 
Strange indeed would it have been, if a young lady, 
bred up in all the delicacies of life, could have worn 
a chearful countenance in ſuch a change of ſitua- 
tion ;—though, as the fellow had told his maſter, 
the room and all the furniture it contained was ex- 
tremely clean, and ſhewed the houſewifery of the 
owner ; yet nothing could have more the face of 
poverty. 


She ſeemed buried, as it were, in a profound con- 
templation, when the ſound of ſomebody comin 
up the ſtairs, made her raiſe her head a little, pro- 
bably gueſſing from whom it proceeded. —Lyſimor 
preſently appeared, and, on fight of him, a dawn 
of joy overſpread her face: — he ran to her, em- 
braced her, and faid the moſt tender things, in- 
termixed with ſome expreſſions of concern, that 
the neceſſity of her being concealed, left him not 
the power of providing a place for her more _ 

f able 
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able to her merit and his affection ; --- ſhe could 
not now reſtrain her tears from flowing, which oc- 
calion'd the following diſcourſe: 


Tſabinda. * Ah, Lyſimor, I beg you will not 
© talk to me in this manner; but rather uſe all 
your rhetoric to aſſiſt my weak endeavours to 
© ſuit my humour to my cgndition : — to be eaſy, 
© I muſt forget what I have been, and wiſh to be 
no more than what I am.” | 

Lyſimor. You never can be other than the moſt 
© charming and moſt worthy of your ſex.” 

1ſabinda. * Alas, I have no longer any pretence 
* to compliments like theſe ; I have now, as 
© the poet ſays, 

No name, no family to call my own, 

But am an out-caſt, and a vagabond. 

As ſuch I muſt hereafter live; - and that [ 

may loſe all remembrance of my former ſtate, I 

have brought away my jewels and beſt apparel, 

for no other end than to diſpoſe of them, and 
purchaſe others more conformable to my future 
circumſtances.” | | PRO 

Lyſimor. Torture not thus a heart to which 

you are dearer than the vital blood that gives it 

motion.---Can you believe I would ſuffer you to 
part with any of thoſe appendixes to your birth 
and rank ?---No,--- I would rather add to them. 

Do you not know that my whole fortune is at 

our devotion ?? p 
1ſabinda. I muſt not, Sir, accept it.” 

Lyſmer. Why not accept it, too ſcrupulous 

| Tfabinda ? -- But if you are above receiving the 
tribute of a lover, command whatever you may 
have occaſion for on the ſcore of a brother ; --- 
my dear Adario, I know, will readily diſcharge 


the obligation.“ | J binde 
= iH 
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Jſalinda. I am ſure he will; and on that con- 

c dition, if Providence preſents no other way for 
my ſupport, I will not refuſe your generous offer.“ 
Ly/inior. Think then no more of ſubmitting to 
any thing unworthy of your character; — I flat- 
ter myſelf our misfortunes are not of long con- 
tinuance; — that your father will repent him of 
his cruel reſolution, and mine forget the affront 
offer'd to his family, and we may yet be happy.? 
Iſabinda. I dare not entertain a hope ſo diſ- 
© tant,” we 
Ly/imor, * You know not how prophetic my 
paſſion may prove; —in the mean time I ſhould 
be glad, methinks, to be made acquainted with 
the motive that has cauſed this ſudden revolu- 
tion in our fate.” 43 

Tjabinda. © Tho' I am loth to expoſe the ſecrets, 
I might ſay the follies of a father, yet I can» 
not refuſe you.? | 5 


M A K aA AA 
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Perceiving now that ſhe was preparing herſelf to 
make a detail of thoſe particulars I had heard be- 
fore, and in a preceding chapter have communi- 
cated to the reader, I would not ſtay to hear a ſe- 
cond repetition, but came away, and left the lovers 
together for that time. From thence I went to the 
houſe of Flaminio, where I found, as I expected, 
every thing in diſtraction ; — meſſengers running 
backwards and forwards, — ſome returning from 
their fruitleſs ſearch of Iſabinda, —others going to 
places where they had not before been ſent ;---and , 
the old gentleman himſelf ſo overcome with rage 
and grief, that he was ſcarce capable of giving the 
neceſſary orders for what he moſt deſired, ax 


Some other adventures, which I ſhall hereafter 
publiſh, then falling -in my way, I had no leiſure 
to make a ſecond viſit to Iſabinda for the ſpace of 

| | near 
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near three weeks ; but how ſhall I expreſs my 
concern for that unfortunate young lady, when oa 
my going thither, 1 found her in the manner I did; 
and that all the apprehenſions I had been in on 
her account had but too ſolid a foundation? When 
wild deſire preſides over the heart of man, what is 
his boaſted honour ? —whar his virtue ? what 
his regard for the happineſs and reputation of ths 
woman lle pretends to love? All ſhadowy no- 
things—vain ideas, which, like the Sybil's words. 
wrote on the leaves of trees, are blown off and 
ſcatter'd through the air with every guſt of paſſion. 
But to proceed: 15 3 


No obſtruction being in my way, I paſs'd di- 
rectly up to Iſabinda's chamber; but finding the 
door fait lock'd, began to imagine ſhe was either 
removed, or had ventured out to take the air, and- 
was going down again, when I was prevented by 
the murmuring ſound of perſons talking within, — 
1 then put my ear cloſe to the key-hole, and eaſily 
knew the voices to be thoſe of Lyſimor and Iſa- 
binda; on which [ reſolved to wait till the door. 
ſhould be opened, and in about three or four mi- 
nutes after the woman of the houſe came up with. 
two diſhes of chocolate and ſome biſcuits on a. 
plate ;—ſhe had the key in her pocket, and imme- 
diately gave entrance to me as well as herſelf. It. 
was now more than paſt mid-day, yet Iſabinda had 
not left her bed; Lyſimor was fitting on the. 
{ide of it as lately riſen, having both his feet on a 
chair, without either ſhoes or flippers :;——T was a 
little ſurpriſed at ſeeing him in this poſture, till the 
chocolate being ſerved, he ſaid to the woman, 

Lyſamor.. * Has Jeffery prepared my boots, as I 
4 directed laſt night ?? | | 


Noman. 


* 
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IVaman, Ves, an pleaſe your honour —— he 
© has ſo beſplaſh'd them, and made the horſe's . 
heels ſo dirty, that one would ſwear they had 
come a journey of twenty miles this morning.“ 

Lyſimor. That's right, it would have been 
« ridiculous, after telling my father that I Was 
gone a hunting, to have come home as clean as 
cout of a lady's b:d-chamber ;——but go, and 
bid Jeffery bring the boots.” 


Lyſimor ſpoke this with a very gay air; but 
Iſabinda hung down her head, and on the fellow's 
coming in, hid her face behind the curtain, nor ut- 
tered a ſyllable while he was in the room, which 
was no longer than to equip his maſter for depar- - 
ture, Lyſimor was no ſooner ready, and his ſer- 
vant withdrawn, than he approached the bed, and 
began to take his leave of Iſabinda with a very 
tender embrace, accompanied with ſome ſoft words: + 
— ſhe made no other reply for a conſiderable 
time than returning his careſſes; but at laſt broke 
out into theſe expreſſions: N 


Jaabinda. Ah, Lyſimor, ſhould you forget 
vyour vows, deſpiſe the conqueſt you have gain'd, 
* and leave me to lament my eaſy faith, how mi- 
* ſerable, how abandoned beyond the power of 
words to expreſs, would be the condition of 
your Ifabinda !* 5 | 
Lyfimir, * Unkind and cauſeleſs apprehenſion ! 
* — My deareſt love, let not the thoughts of ſuch 
* Impolibilities diſturb you, Could 1 be un- 
* grateful, after being made happy in this proof 
* of your affection, I muſt be loſt to all ſenſe of 
8 honour, — unworthy of the name of man, and 
© even to breathe the vital air.“ | | 


Labinda. 
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Jabinda. Well then, — I muſt, I will believe 
you, —— nor repent what I have done; — but 
© tell me when you will come again.“ | 
Lyſimor, To- morrow, if ] can; if not, 
you may depend on ſeeing me next day; be 
© aſſured that every hour will ſeem an age to me 
< till I ſee you: farewel, thou ſofteſt, lovelieſt of 
© thy ſex,” 


He went, but, as I then fancy'd, with more the 
air of triumph than of real tenderneſs or reſpect in 
his deportment: — Iſabinda then called for the wo- 
man of the houſe to aſſiſt her in riſing, and I left 
the place with a heart full of forebodings for her 
future fate; indeed I truly pitied the ruined maid,. 
and wiſhed ſhe never might have occaſion to cry 
out with Monimia in the tragedy: 


EC. — — How often has he ſworn 
Nature ſhould change, the ſun and ſtars grow dark, 


E'er he would falſify his vows to me? 


Make haſte, Confuſion, then; — Sun, loſe thy light, 
And Stars, drop down with ſorrow to the earth, 


For he is falſe; 


© Falſe as the winds, the water, or the weather; 
E Cruel as tygers o'er their trembling prey: 

I feel him in my breaſt, he tears my heart, 
And at each ſigh he drinks the guſhing blood.“ 


My curioſity having received this painful ſatis- 
faction, I imagined not that any farther diſcoveries, 
at leaſt that would be materia] enough to compen- 
fate for the trouble I ſhould take, could be made 
in relation to theſe lovers, and therefore thought of 
returning no more, either to the apartment of Iſa- 
binda, or to the houſe of Lyſimor. I ſhould, in- 
deed, have endeavoured to loſe all memory of this 
unhappy tranſaction, if the talk of the town had 
not continually reminded me of it: every one 

| was 
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was full of Iſabinda's flight ;—few, if any beſides 
myſelf, were acquainted with the motive of it; 
and none knew to what place ſhe was retired ;— 
and the perfect ignorance people were in on both 
theſe ſcores occaſioned various conjectures, and 
rendered the wonder much more laſting than other- 
wiſe it would have been. 


But this was not all :—Flaminio, pierced thro? 
with grief and indignation on not being able to find 
his daughter, and perhaps too with ſome mixture- 
of remorſe for the cauſe he had given her to leave 
him, fell into a violent fever, of which he died, 
after languiſhing ſome days. By his laſt teſtament 
he bequeathed to his daughter, if ever ſhe ſhould - 
be found, the ſum of three thouſand pounds, in 
order, as he cauſed it to be expreſs'd in the writing, 
to keep her above the contempt of the world ; and 
likewiſe, by the ſmallneſs of the portion, to keep 
her in perpetual remembrance of the falſe ſtep ſhe 
had taken. N 


Soon after this I received certain intelligence, 
that Lyſimor was making his public addreſſes to a 
fine young lady with a very large fortune: I 
doubted not but this was that ſame Emilia whom 
I had heard his father ſo ſtrongly recommend, and 
was fired with the utmoſt impatience to ſee how 
poor Iſabinda would behave on both theſe events: 
accordingly, I went once more to the houſe where 
ſhe had been concealed ; but, to my great diſap- 
pointment, found ſhe was gone from thence ; nor 
could all my ſearch, joined with the aſſiſtance of 
my Inviſible Belt, enable me, for ſome time, to 

diſcover to what part of the town or country ſhe 


was removed, _— 
CHAP. 
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Completes the cataſtrophe of this truly tragical ad- 
5 Venture, = 
ww 

DARIO had proceeded on his travels no 

farther than Paris, when the account of his 
father's death obliged him to return to England 
with all poſſible expedition: ſoon after his 
coming J made an unſeen viſit at his houſe, where 
I found him, not like moſt young heirs, exultin 
in being the entire maſter of himſelf and fortune, 
and contriving in what kind of luxuries he ſhould 
diſpoſe of both, but full of the moſt ſincere and un- 
affected ſorrow. He was, indeed, one of thoſe 
few ſons who look on the poſſeſſion of an eſtate as 
No equivalent for the loſs of a good parent, ſuch as 
Flaminio ever had been to both his children, *till 
that fatal caprice, which drove his daughter from 
his protection, had brought on her undoing, his 
own death, and was the ſource of other calamities 
of a yet more dreadful nature, as will preſently 
appear. | | 


The ftory of Iſabinda's elopement, and the un- 
certainty what fate had ſince attended her, was a 
matter of great affliction to this young gentleman, 
He loved his ſiſter with a very tender affection, 
and had hoped to have feen her by this time mar- 
ried to Lyſimor; but as his eſteem for that friend 
was no way le ſſened by the match being broke off, 
and, beſides, expecting to be better informed by 

him of the particulars of that afiair, than he could 
be by any other perſon, he was impatient to ſee 
him, and I found had ſent him that morning no- 
tice of his arrival; for a letter, in anſwer to his 
meſſage, 


/ 


with any of your family: 


© diſtant is the air of this letter! 
from thoſe I have been accuſtom'd to receive 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 117 


meſſage, was delivered to him while I was there, 
the contents whereof were theſe ; SAY 


To ADARIO. 
6 8 1 R, 8 a 

© ] Congratulate your ſafe return to England, 

© and ſhould gladly have paid my compliments to 
you in perſon, it that honour had not been pro- 
e hibited by an authority, which I muſt not pre- 
« ſume to contend with. — My father, reſenting 
< the affront given by yours, which you cannot 
© but have been informed of, has forbid me, under 
© the penalty of his eternal diſpleaſure, to converſe 
he was at home 
© when your ſervant came, and heard the meſſage 
you ſent deliver'd to me; on which he repeated 
© his former injunction, and exacted a ſolemn oath 
© of my obedience to it: you will therefore 
< pardon my not waiting on you, and believe that 
« the diſcontinuance of our acquaintance will al- 


ways be extremely regretted by him who is, with 
« all due reſpect, vir, . N 


Vour moſt obedient ſervant, 


© Lys1mMoR,* 


ky Alas, cried Adario, throwing the letter from 
him as ſoon as he had read it, how cold, how 


how different 


from Lyfimor -I find that by one unlucky ac- 


« cident I have at once loſt a father, a ſiſter, and 
© a friend,” | ; | 


I thought I had now entirely done with this fa- 
mily ; for as Iſabinda was not to be found, I ex- 
pected nothing of conſequence could be learn'd 


either 


© Oh, Sir, I have joyful news for you; 
your honour will turn back and hear it. — Theſe 
words reviv'd my former curioſity, and finding 


© enough of by this time; 
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either at the houſe of Lyſimor or Adario, ſo in 
"tended to make no more vilits to thoſe gentiemen , 


chance, however, about five months afterwards, 
changed my reſoJution, and threw ſomething in 


my way which no diligence of my own could ever 


have attain'd. As I was going one morning on 
my inviſible Progreſſion, I happen'd to paſs by the 


' houſe of Adario ; — he was at the door, and about 


to ſtep into a hackney-coach which waited for 
him; when a fellow, who had the appearance of a 

room, came running towards him, almoſt hreath- 
leis with the haſte he had made, and cry'd out, — 
beg 


Adarid comply'd with his ſervant's requeſt, I fol- 
low'd them into the parlour, and was witneſs of 
the enſuing diſcourſe: 7 


Groom. Oh, Sir, I have ſeen my young lady. 
Adarie. * What young lady? Not my tiſter !? 
Groom. Les, indeed Sir, — as I was going to 


'© fetch a horſe your honour ſent me for, I ſaw 


< madam Iſabinda looking through the window of 
© a .houſe at the corner of a little lane juſt by 
< Iſlington.” | 
Adario. Are you ſure it was ſhe ?? 
Groom. As ſure as I am alive, Sir; tho”, poor 


lady, ſhe is much alter'd, very thin and pale.” 


Adario. I fancy you are miſtaken ; if my ſiſter 
< were ſo near London, ſhe would certainly either 


' © have ſent or come to claim the 23 left her 


< by her father, which I ſuppoſe ſhe has need 
-I am. reſolved to 


be convinced notwithſtanding. Do you think 
© ſhe lodges there? „„ 

Groom. * Yes, Sir, for ſhe was all undreſs'd, 
' © and look'd as if ſhe was juſt out of beg,” | 
. | F ES 8 [4 Adario. N 


* 


. 


vehicle the moment 
ſtop; but tho? I made all imaginable haſte to put 


N © bs 1 0 3 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 119 
Adario. And can you know the houſe again? 
Groom. O yes, Sir, — I took particular no- 
tice of it. | | 
Adario. Well, then, — I will only ſend an 
excuſe to the gentleman I was to meet this 
morning, and go directly: you ſhall get upon 
the coach-box and order the fellow where to 
drive; but let him ftop ſhort of the houſe, that 
my ſiſter, if it be ſhe, may not be appriſed of 
my coming before ſhe ſees me.“ 


While Adario was calling one of his footmen to 
ſend on the meflage he had mention'd, I ran to the 
end of the ſtreet, went into a narrow dark paſſage, 
and pluck'd off my Belt ; — then, having recover'd 
the appearance of what I am, a real ſubſtance, I 


popt into an empty coach that had juſt ſet down a 
fare, and bid the driverto follow wherever that went 


which was ſtanding at Adario's door. Both the 
coaches drove with ſuch ſpeed that we ſoon reach'd 
the end of our little journey; I quitted my 

1 ſaw the other preparing to 


on my Belt, I could ſcarce have regain'd my In- 
viſibility time enough to have entered with Adario, 
if he had not met with an obſtruction in his paſ- 
ſage from the woman of the houſe, who at firſt de- 
ny'd ſhe had any lady lodged with her; — then 


ſaid, ſhe had none of the name he enquired for; 


— on which he reply'd with ſome beat, — that the 
lady might have reaſons for concealing her real 
name; — © But tell her, cry'd he, that mine is 
© Adario that I am her brother, and muſt needs 


| © ſee her.” On this ſhe ſeem'd ſomewhat more 
compliable, and ſaid ſhe would go and acquaint 


the lady: — accordingly ſhe went up ſtairs; but 
Adario was too impatient to wait her return, and 


follow'd her directly; — I was but one ſtep behind 


; | him, 


— 
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him, and we were both in the room before ſhe 
could deliver any part of her meſſage, _ 


Iſabinda was adjuſting ſomething about her dreſs 
before a looking-glaſs, but happening to turn her 
head juſt as Adario was within the door, ſhriek'd 
out, Oh heavens, my brother! and with theſe 
words fell back in her chair. The woman went to 

fetch ſome water, Adario ran to ſupport the faint- 

Ing fair ; but happening to caſt his eyes on the table, 

ſaw a letter lying there, the ſuperſcription of which 

Was in Iſabinda's hand, and addreſſed to Lyſimor : 

LD emotions more ſtrong than pity at this time 

made him quit his ſiſter to examine the contents of 
this ſurpriſing billet, which were theſe : 


My dear, dear Lys1moR, 


F OR ſuch you are, and ever muſt be to my 
fond doating heart; tho' I have too much caule 
to fear the tender epithet is now no longer plea- 
ſing to you. — Ah, Lyſimor, how, fad is the re- 
verſe of my condition !—From ſeeing you twice 
or thrice every week, I now {ce you not once a 
month; — and even then how cold is your be- 
haviour ! — how ſhort your viſits ! —How cruel 
is this to one who neither can, nor wiſhes to 
enjoy any converſation but yours For pity's 
ſake, if not for love, render my life more ealy, 
at leaſt for the preſent, whatever you do here- 
after: the infant I carry within me ſympa- 
thiſes in it's mother's anguiſh, and continually 
upbraids you with convulſive heavings ;—even if 
your vows of everlaſting conſtancy ſhould be 
forgot, let ſome conſideration of the unborn in- 
nocent, the pledge of your once mutual loves, 
oblige you to treat with leſs indifference its un- 

* happy mother, | 
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P. 8. I can no longer bear your abſence, elſe 


* would not have troubled you with this com- 


< plaint.” 


What a letter was this to fall into a brother's 
hands! — Never did I ſee a man in ſuch diſtrac- 
tion.— Villain, — villain; Lyſimor ! — wretched 
© Iſabinda P* cried he out;—then turning towards 
her, © but there needed not this proof in thy 
< own hand, added he; thy ſhame is but too vi- 
< ſible,” Ifabinda, who by the aſſiſtance of the wo- 
man was now recovered from her {woon, but. not 
enough to hear what her brother ſaid, threw her- 
ſelf at his feet, and with ſtreaming eyes addreſſed 
him in theſe terms: 


Tabinda. * Oh, fir, can you forgive my con- 


« cealing myſelf from you k 

Adario. Would to God that there were equal 
© reaſon to forgive the cauſe l 

1ſabinaa, - {at this inſtant turning up her eyes, 


beheld her letter in his hand, and cried out with 


the greateſt vehemence,) I am now undone, in- 
a ene loſt to all hope of pardon or 
© of pity ! — my ſhame expoſed to him from whom 
of all the world it ſhould have molt been hid.” 
Agario. © Riſe, fiſter, and ceaſe theſe unavailing 
© exclamations ; your ſhame will receive no ad- 
© dition by my knowledge of it; 
© haps, be remedied. —But tell, and tell me truly, 
© has Lyſimor ever promiſed marriage to you ?” 
Jabinda. A thouſand and a thouſand times, and 
bound himſelf to the performance by the moſt 
© ſolemn imprecations.” | 
Aadario, * Then he is doubly a villain ; and 7 
* you believe him, you are doubly deceived ; he 
© courts another woman.“ 


Vol. I. OT | | Valid. 


| 
| 
1 
1 
i 
4 
0 


rather, per- 


. 3 * 
— 8 = 3 


5 25 — 2 


— — * : „ 
3 0 Nn 
S mu 515 2 ER 
_ — — " . TERRA . T9 0” * 
— — 
— 


we ” 
— — 
. . ? 8 
wy "_— ca 
eo Sheng 
— DEP b 


1 : — EO — — — 
— N — 
— 


222 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


Tfabinda, Indeed, of late, I have ſuſpected 
this, and often accuſed him of it; and he as 
often has forſworn it.“ 6 ; 
Adario. Mere words of courſe: but ſay, —— 
have you no teſtimony under his own hand of 
the promiſe he made you, either by letter or hy 
. * formal obligations?“ 25.6 4h 

Jſabinda. None,—none, alas!“ 


* 


7 
R 6 


On this Adario bit his lips, — walk' d two or 
three times about the room, then pauſed, and 
ſeemed as if debating within himſelf in what man- 
ner he ſhould behave; at laſt ſat down, and taking 
the ſtill- weeping Iſabinda by the hand, endeavoured 
to aſſuage her grief. ; | > 


Adario. Come, Iſabinda, dry your tears; love 
and credulity have ſeduced your innocence; great 
has been your fault: but yet 1 cannot forget you 
are my ſiſter, and that you have no friend but 
me on whom you can depend for conſolation :;— _ 
what is paſied cannot be recalled, but it may be 
redreſs d: be aſſured you ſhall one way or other 
have juftice.” KEE = 
Tſabinda. * Ah, fir, I beſeech you, proceed not 
© to extremities: — if by my crime you ſhould be 
involved in any danger or perplexities, it would 
fink me quite.” | | 
Addario. I hope there will be no occaſion : 
-© Lyſimor was once a man of honour, and may 
yet return to his firſt principles: on this you 
© may rely, that I ſhall do nothing raſhly nor in- 
-«< conſiſtent. with your intereſt and reputation.” 


a KA a G © 


After this they fell into ſome diſcourſe concern- 
ing the ſtranze reſolution Flaminio had taken of 
ſending her to a monaſtery; the particulars of 
which the reader being already acquainted wa : 

a "eu 
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{hall paſs over in filence. When Adario todk his 


leave, he did it with a great deal of affection; but 
I was much divided in my thoughts, whether I 


ſhould ſtay with Iſabinda, or follow Adario home 


—the latter ſeem'd molt flattering to my curioſity, 
as by many tokens I perceived he had ſomething 
in his head, which he was impatient to put in exe- 
cution. I was not deceived in my conjectares : 
Adario was no ſooner in his 'Oown houle, than he 
flew to his bureau, and without taking any fime 


for deliberation, wrote this epiſtle to Lyſimior: 


„ 
© CONSCIOUS guile, without thoſe com- 
mands you ſeem ſo zealous in obſerving, might 
well make you avoid the preſence of a perſon you 


have ſo greatly injured : — when I recommended 


protector, not her undoer. How cruelly you 
have abuſed this confidence, let your own heart 
remind you: but I have ſome hope, how much. 
ſoever appearances at preſent areto the contrary, 
you {till intend to do juſtice to your promiſes to 
Iſabinda, and the claim ſhe has to your affection: 


misfortune you have brought upon her no other- 
wiſe than by an honourable marriage: Iam ready 
to fulfil the agreement made between our fathers 
on that ſcore, and give my filter the ſum of eight 
thouſand pounds, as was then ſtipulated, If you 
comply with this propoſal, I ſhall be glad to ſee 
you at her lodgings, there to ſettle every thing; 
—if not, ſhall expect you will meet me in another 
place, and give me the ſatisfaction which eve 
gentleman has a right to demand when he finds 
himſelf ill uſed ; — ] attend your determination, 
and am, &c. | 
| . * - © ADBABIST 
G 2 He 
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He ſent this by one of his ſervants, with a charge 
to give it into Lyſimor's own hands, and wait his 
anſwer : after which, being told dinner was 
ready, he went down and placed himſelf at the 
table, though I believe with very little appetite ;— 
for his countenance had upon it all the marks of the 
greateſt inward diſturbance, which was not at all 
3 875 when his man returned with this from Ly- 

imor: | 


ed LR, 

8INCE I find you are fo well acquainted 
with a ſecret, which, for the lady's ſake, I could 
with had been inviolably kept, I think myſelf 
obliged to deal ſincerely with you on the occaſion; 
you may be aſſured I can behave to no woman, 
much leſs your ſiſter, otherwiſe than becomes a 
man of honour ; but marriage 1s a thing quite 
out of the queſtion, as I am certain my father 
never would conſent to it: —if any promiſes on 
that accohnt ever eſcaped my lips, I remember 
nothing of them, and could make them with no 
other view than to give her modeſty an excuſe 
for yielding : I am ſorry, however, for what has 
ha pened; but you cannot be inſenſible of the 
frailties of fleſh and blood, and muſt know, as 
well as I, that when two young people, who like 
each other, are much alone together, ſuch acci- 
dents will naturally occur, T he reſentment you 
threaten, on my non-compliance with your pro- 
poſal, appears therefore to me a little unreaſon- 
able : I ſhall, notwithſtanding, be ready to give 
you the ſatisfaction you defire, at any time or 
place you ſhall appoint, 
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All the blood now ſeemed to have forſook the 
heart of Adarioto ruſh into his face; his lips trem- 
bled, his very eye-balls ſtarted with excels of paſ- 
ſion; he heſitated not a moment whatqhe ſhould do, 
but in this tempeſt of his mind wrote as follows to 
Lyſimor: 


181 R, 
I Wav words to return the inſolence and in- 
« gratitude of your reply; but have a ſword at 
« your ſervice, which I expect you will try the 


© metal of to-morrow morning about ſeven, in the 


«© field behind Montague- houſe : as the diſpute 
between us will admit of no witneſſes, pray come 
© alone to ApaARIO.“ 


| Tho” I knew my own dinner waited for me, L 
could not prevail on myſelf to go home till Adario 
had diſpatched this billet to Lyſimor, and the ſer- 
vant who carried it was come back from that gen- 


tleman with a ſmall ſlip of paper tied up, contain- 


ing only theſe words: 


«SIR, 
© YOU may depend that J ſhall not fail to meet 
8 you as deſired, Lys1MoR.” 


I now quitted the houſe of Adario ; but er 
having related the pains I had already taken, I be- 
lieve nobody will ſuppoſe I neglected going the 
next morning to the field, to fee the 12 of this 
combat: I found Adario was there firſt; but tho' 
he waited only a very few minutes for Lyſimor, his 
impatience made him not forbear ſaluting him in 


this manner, 


Adario, © I OWE to think, Lyſimor, that the 


© ſhame of having done a baſe action would not 


8 ſuffer you to defend it.“ 
1 Tyſemor. 


On 
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Lyſmor. Sir, whatever I dare do, I always. 
© dare defend. 2 
Adaris. Then, fir, this is no time for words.“ 
Iyſimor. * T am ready for you, fir,” 


Here ceaſed all farther ſpeech between them, 
and on the part of Lyſimor for ever ;—on the ſe- 
cond puſh Adario ran him quite thro' the body :— 
he fell that inſtant, and expired with only a ſingle 
groan : — his ſucceſsful antagoniſt approached the 
body, and finding life was totally extinguiſh'd, gave 
a ſigh or two to the memory of a man te once had 
calPd his friend, then made the beſt of his way: 
home, in order to provide for his own ſecurity, 
which the likelihood there was. of the challenge he 
had ſent to the deceaſed being found, rendered 
highly neceſſary. 


The meafures he took, indeed, were very pru- 
dent: he ſent immediately to hire a polt-chaife, 
which was to wait for him in a ſtreet he mention'd, 
at ſome diſtance from that in which he lived ;— 
carry'd no baggage with him, but order'd a ſervant 
to follow him with it to Calais; — ſtaid no longer 
his own houſe than to write two ſhort letters, 
—the one to a gentleman who had been one of the 
executors of his father's will, which being only on 
family affairs, need not here be inſerted ;, the 
other was to his ſiſter Iſabinda, and contained theſe 


lines : 


© SISTER, 
© FAILING to repair your wrongs by the 
© way J hoped, I have revenged them by the death 
of your ſeducer, for which I am obliged this 
moment to leave my native country, perhaps for 
© ever: — | have done what the honour of our 


family exaCted from me: — it belongs to _ to 
6 regulate 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 127 


© ſome meaſure, for the errors of the pait : —— to 
enable you to do this, you ought to keep in eter- 
© nal remembrance, that the follies of your fatal 

© paſſion have not only brought the object of itgto an 
+ untimely grave, but allo drove from all the focial. 
« 30ys of lite, into an irkſome baniſhment in a- 
« foreign land, him who might have been happy, 
if he had not been your brother, | 


© ADARIO.,” 


Thinking, perhaps, he had been ſomewhat too 
ſevere in the above, he added this poſtſcript by way 
of cordial : | 


P. S. I ſhall contantly write to Mr. D—n: 
© — he will be able to inform you how to 'direcr 
© for me - Mou may be aſſured I ſhall receive w:in 
_ © pleaſure any letters that bring me an account of 
your welfare, and in ſpite of all that has hap- 
© pen'd, do you every ſervice in my power.“ 


After having ſent this by the groom who had 
firſt diſcover'd the place of her abode, and given 

ſome neceſſary inſtructions to his other ſervants, he 
| hurried away to meet the poſt-chaiſe, and I faw 


him no more. As I had truly pitied Ifabinda, I 


could not forbear going to ſee in what manner the 
ſupported this laſt dreadful accident. On my en- 
trance the was in bed, and ſurrounded by women 


and phyſicians: — I gather'd from their diſcourle,. 
that the ſurprize and grief ſhe had been in had 


cauſed an abortion, accompanied with fits of a 
very dangerous nature: — on my next viſit, ho- 


ever, I found her youth and the ſtrength of her 


conititution had got the better of her diſeaſe; but 
though the pains of her body were removed, thoſe 


of her mind ſtill remained: — ſhe was extremely 


G4 melan- 
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melancholy, had a thorough contempt for the 
world; and the thoughts of a monaſtery were now 
ſo tar from being ſhocking to.her, that ſhe reſolved 
to fly to one, as the only aſylum from cenſure and 
from care. Accordingly, as I was afterwards in- 
formed, ſhe went, on the re-eſtabliſhment of her 
health, to Paris, and entered herſelf into the ſociety 
of Bened:ctine Nuns, where I doubt not but ſhe 
often ſees her brother through the grate, as he ſtill 
continues to reſide in that city. 

J have now finiſhed all the account I am able to 
give of this melancholy tranſaction, in which the 
Juſtice of Providence ſeems to me to be diſtin- 
guimed in ſomewhat of a peculiar manner; and 
Niay ſerie as a warning to our gay amorous ſparks, 
not to become the ſeducers of unwary innocence z 
eſpecially if they will be at the trouble of reflecting, 
how the periidy and ingratitude of Flaminio, to 
ti »-]icving Harriot, was afterwards retorted | an 

his own darling daughter. | 


de 202005 IDES 0 ed de dd e e 
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Gives the account of an occurrence no leſs remark- 

able than entertaining; and ſhews that there is 

. ſcarce any diffi.ulty ſo great but it may be got over, 

by the help of a ready invention, if properly ex- 

er ted. 1 8 : 


O make ſome atonement for my laſt melan- 
choly recital, to thoſe of my readers who 
may not care to have their heads filled with ſub- 
jects of too ſerious a nature, I ſhall now preſent 
them with one more likely to put in motion the 
riſible muſcles of the face, than to extort the falling 
of unwilling tears. | WG 

2 A gen- 
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A gentleman, whom I ſhall call Conrade, had 
lived to the age of ſixty without ever teſtifying the 
| leaſt inclination to marriage: — he had been a man 
of pleaſure in his youth, and probably the too great 
ſucceſs he then found among the fair, had deterred 
him from entering into an honourable engagement 
with any of the ſex : — but there is no accounting 
for change of ſentiment in this point :—an accident 
| ſometimes puts that into our heads which before 
we never thought of, or perhaps we had an averſion 
to, — as it fell out in the caſe of the perſon I am 
ſpeaking of. A long friendſhip had ſubſiſted be- 
tween him and Murcio, a gentleman, who, though 
not ſo far advanced in years, had made a better uſe 
of his time,—had been married, and was the father 
of three fine daughters, —two of whom had always 
lived with him; but the youngeſt, after the death 
of his wife, was taken from him, and brought up 
under the care of an aunt in the country. The 
eldeſt of theſe ladies being now about to be diſ- 
poſed of in marriage, Conrade received, and ac- 
cepted an invitation to the wedding: — Melanthe, 


ſiſter to the bride, was a fine ſparkling girl of nine- 


teen; but whether it were that ſhe appeared in 
reality more lovely than uſual, or that the mirth _ 
and pleaſantries common at ſuch ſolemnities rekin--- 

dled the long-ſmothered embers of amorous deſire 
in the breaſt of Conrade, ſo it was, that he, who 
had been in the company of this. young lady with- 
out taking any notice of her charms, all at once 
became extremely ſmitten. with them, —inſomuch 
that he reſolved to acquaint her father with his new 
paſſion, and aſk his. conſent to make his addreſſes 
to her; which he did not at all.deſpair of obtaining, 
on the terms he intended to propoſe. _ 


Murcio had a pretty country-houſe at a village 
about ten or twelye miles up the river, where he 
8 "(>< _conſtant'y 
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ſhould give the old gentleman a rebut? on his firſt 
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conſtantly went every Saturday, and ſtaid till Mon- 
day or Tueſday, and ſometimes longer: it was 
while he was in this retirement that Conrade choſe 
to communicate to him the: buſineſs he had in his 
head: accordingly he went thither, and found him 
entirely alone z---Melanthe having been prevented 
from going, as ſhe was accuſtomed to do, by a. 
violent fit of the tooth-ach. Fhis our old lover 
looked upon as a good omen, being defirous to en- 
gage the father in favour of his paſſion, before he 
made any declaration to the daughter. He began 
with ſaying, that he now repented having lived ſo 


long a bachelor ;---thet having a very large eſtate, 


he ſhould be glad of an heir to enjoy it ;---that if 
he could 'prevail on a young lady whom he liked. 
to marry, he would endeavour to atone for the 
want of youth by all the indulgencies in the power 


of a fond huſband ;---and having thus prepared the 


way, told him, that if he thought proper to beſtow 
Melanthe upon him, he would deſire no other for- 
tune than her perſon ; yet would ſettle a dowry 
upon her ſuperior to what might be expected if the 
brought him ten thouſand pounds. x: 


It is not to be imagined with what greedineſs 
Murcio ſwallowed this propoſal ;---he did not even 
affect to heſitate, or make the leaſt demur on ac- 
cepting it: on the contrary, he replied, that no- 
thing could afford him a greater ſatisfaction than 
ſuch an alliance, and that he doubted not but Me- 
lanthe would receive the honour he intended her as 


a woman who knew her own intereſt and happi- 


neſs, Both parties being equally tranſported, every 
thing was immediately agreed upon between them ; 
but Murcio not being able to aſſure himſelf that his 


daughter would fo readily comply as he had made 


the lover hope ſhe would, and fearing that if ſhe 


. onſet, 
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onſet, it might diſcourage him from making a ſe- 
cond, and perhaps overturn the whole affair, re- 
ſolved not to hazard the loſs of ſo advantageous a 
match by leaving it to her own choice, but ſent a 

ſpecial meſſenger to her with. a letter, the contents 
Whereof are theſe: h 


DEAR CmLny 
MM worthy friend Conrade has taken a great 
© liking to you, and will make you his wife on 
& ſuch terms as would but little prove the paternal 
s- affetion I have for you to reject ; -- be not you 
6 leſs thankful to Heaven for ſo unhoped a ble::ng 

than I am ; nor, on any foolifh pretences, either: 
« ſlight, or ſeem to ſlight, the good preſented to 
© you.---If you conſider the vaſt advantages of this 
match, a diſparity of years can be no objection :. 
© I fay thus much becauſe I would convince your 

6 edi not enforce your action; for I ſhould be 
« ſorry to find myſelf obliged to make uſe of the 
authority I have over you in a thing which you- 
s ought, and I hope will receive with the fame ſa- 
« tisfaCtion I propoſe it: know, however, that 
„ have already agreed on every thing for your 
© marriage,---that your future huſband is now here, 
and we ſhall both be in town either to-morrow- 
or the enſuing day. 1 fend this on purpoſe 
to prepare you to behave towards him in a pro- 
© per manner, and as it is the abſolute command- 
of him who is 


« Your affectionate father, 
© Murcio.? 


I food behind Melanthe's chair while ſhe was 
reading this epiſtle, and never did J ſee a poor 
young. creature in ſuch agitations; - ſcarce had 
ſhe come to the end of the firſt period, before ſhe 

G 6 cry'd 
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_ cry'd out, — His wife !—his wife! — what terms 
© can the old creature propoſe to compenſate for the 
© odious title of wife to ſuch a wretch !' Then 
going a little farther, * Juſtly, indeed, faid 
«* ſhe, does my father ſuſpect my obedience in 
© thts point :—death itſelf would not be ſo dread- 
© ful to me as compliance.” The more ſhe pro- 
ceeded, the higher her diſtraction grew. —* What! 
fix my doom at once! raved ſhe out; at once 
« reſolve to cut me off from all the joys of life, 

and condemn me to everlaſting miſery !—Is this 
a parent's love !—oh, *tis moſt cruel, —moſt un- 
© natural P I know not to what extravagancies 
ſhe might have been hurried by the ſudden ruſh 
of griet and deſpair, if tears now had not afforded 
their relief; —— but tho” they a little ſoftened the 
aſperity of her paſſion, they had not the power 
to ſubdue it: her tongue, indeed, ceas'd from ex- 
claiming againſt her fate; but the agonies of her 
countenance diſcovered how much ſhe inwardl 
regretted it. While ſhe was in this diſtreſsful 
and pity- moving ſituation, the gay, the lively Flo- 
rimel came in: this young lady was the moſt be- 
loved and intimate companion Melanthe had: — ſhe 
ſaw her almoſt every day, and always entered with- 
out ceremony: — ſhe ſeemed a. little ſurpriſed at 
firit ſight to hnd her thus, but immediately. reco- 
vering herſelf, approached her with her accuſtom'd 
ſprightlineſs. 


Florimel. Heydey, Melanthe, what in the name 
of wonder makes you in this pickle ? — Is your 
favourite ſquirrel dead ? or has any accident hap- 
pened to your laſt new pet-en- l'air? or what 

other misfortune has befallen you?“ | 
Melanthe. * O Florimel 1 what would I not 

give to be in thy condition? : 
h 152  Flirimel. 
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Florimel. My condition | - why what do you 
© find to envy in my condition? 
Melantbe. To have no father to controul your 
« actions by an unreaſonable exertion of his autho- 
6 rit | 
i; Fo oimel. Why. wahs, as you ſay, theſe old 
dads are troubleſome enough ſometimes ; --- yet, 
for all that, I ſhould be heartily glad mine were 
alive again. But pray what has yours done to 
make you wiſh yourſelf an orphan ?? 


Melanthe, © Read that, and ſee if I have not 
cauſes”: 


A W a £6 


In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe pointed to her fa- 
ther's letter, which lay open on the table: Flo- 
rimel took it up and read it as defired : on 
examining the contents, ſhe could not help lookin 


a little grave ; but having finiſhed, reſumed the 
| diſcourſe with ber former vivacity. 


Flirimel. © As ſure as I am alive, both theſe old 
< gentlemen are crack'd-brain'd; --- the one in 
thinking of you for a wife, and the other in con- 
« ſenting to give you ſuch a huſband,* 

Melantbe. Gne would, indeed, imagine they 
£ were not in their ſenſes.” 

Florimel. For my part, Iam fo aſtoniſh'd, that 


© I can ſcarce believe I am awake. But what 
will you do?” | 


Melanthe, Nothing.“ 

Hlorimel. Nothing can come of nothing, a as 
King Lear ſays in the play: I am leſs ſurpriſed; 
however, at your ſtupidity in ſo perplexing a 

© dilemma, than I am at the folly of thoſe who 
have involved you in it.---Bleſs me, what can 
_ © either your lover or father propoſe to them- 
* ſelves by ſuch a ä alliance, but 


* horns 


© & s 
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© horns-on the one ſide, and diſgrace to his family 
© on the other,” 

Melanthe. No, Elorimelg it ſhall never come 
© to that :—1 will rather ſtarve or beg.” 

& Florimel. © Look ye, my dear, neither ſtarving. 
© or begging, as J take it, will agree with your con- 

c ſtitution ; ſomething elſe muſt be thought on? 
Aalanthe. What elſe? 

Florimel. Do you think, that when your fa- 
© ther comes to know what an implacable aver- 
ſion you have to this match, he will not be pre- 
& vailed upon to-recal the promiſe he has made to 
© Conrade ?? 

Melanibe. Lupofible 1 know his temper 
© too well to flatter myſelf with ſuch a hope: 
vou might as well think to blow St. Paul's from 
its foundation with a fingle breath, as move him 
to recede from any thing he has once reſolved.” 

Florimel. Well then ſuppoſe ſome way 
could be contrived to make Conrade himſelf fly 
off. I have a project in my head that promiſes. 
< fair for it, if you will agree to join in the execu- 

tion. It is this: you muſt admit « ſpruce 
« young gallant to lie with. you all night; Con- 
rade muſt be informed of the amour, in ſuch a 
manner as to make him convinced of the truth 
© of it; and the deuce i is in him if afterwards he 
« inſiſts on mar 

Melanthe. * ye, Flo lorimel: — how can you be 
© ſo crue] to rally my misfortunes ?* _ 

Florimel. No, I proteſt. I am as ſerious as a 
judge upon a criminal cauſe; and would fain 
have you make the experiment.” 

Melanthe. What would'ſt thou have me 
© turn proſtitute to avoid marriage? 
Florimel. No ſuch matter; — I will engage 
'© that the gallant I mean ſhall lie as harmleſs by 
© your ade as an infant. 

Melanthe. 
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Melanthe. Prithee do not torture me with fuck 
£ riddles,” 


Florimel. * I ſhall preſently explain them. 
© The gallant I am ſpeaking of, and who is to be 


* 


« your bedfellow, is no other than my own indi- 


c vidual ſelf : ] ſhall put on a ſuit of my bro- 
© ther's cloaths, and do not doubt but that when 
I am dreſs'd, and equipp'd in all my accoutre- 
ments, I ſhall be a hgure handſome ou to 
© make an old man jealous.” | 

Melanthe. © Sure never was ſo wild a ſcheme z 
< but yet I cannot concejve how it is to be con- 
© ducted, or which way it can n the end you 

« propoſe by it.“ | 

Florimel. Lord, — you are » fads dull, or 
© affect to be ſorbet I will ſhew you whan 1 
« ſhall write to Conrade, and that mar help to en- 
lighten your underſtanding.“ 


This witty lady waited not to hear what reply 


her friend would make, but ran to a deſk, and 
immediate] y wrote the following lines: . 


To Hun Coxkabr, Efq; 


81 R, 


EVE R ſince I heard of your bd mar- 

© riage with Melanthe, I have been divided in my 
_ © thoughts, whether the treachery of betraying a 
ſecret entruſted to me, or by concealing it ex- 
poſe a gentleman of your character to the worſt 
of miſchiefs, would be the moſt difhonourable 
action: the latter conſideration has at laſt 


you, that the lady you are about to make your 
wife has neither heart nor honour to beſtow 
upon you ; — both are already diſpoſed of to a 
Oy the thinks more agreeable. to her years : 

: * — not 


"0 006.88: MM. 


prevailed ; and I think it my duty to inform 
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— not content with the many private aſſigna- 
tions ſhe has with him abroad, ſhe frequently 
makes pretences, when her father goes into the 
country, to be left at home, where her chamber- 
maid, who is in the fecret, admits this happy 
lover at midnight, and lets him out early in the 
morning, before the other ſervants of the houſe 
are ſtirring :—Murcio being gone to *****, I am 
well aſſured it will be in your power to convince 
yourſelf of the certainty of this intelligence, by 
ſending any one on whom you can depend to 
watch about the door, either tor the entrance 
or exit of the favourite gallant : — act as you 
c pleaſe, however I have diſcharged the dictates 
© of conſcience in giving you this timely warning, 
and am + 


A AAA AA A A aA A A 


6 Your nameleſs fervant.? 


This ſhe gave Melanthe to read, and as ſoon as 
ſhe had done, was going to aſk her how ſhe ap- 
proved of the contrivance, when the other pre- 
vented her by crying out, N 


Melanthe. Oh the wicked, lying letter 
Dear Florimel, if this ſhould be ſent, and Con- 
© rade ſhould ſhew it to my father, I believe he 
6 would kill me.” 7 | | 

Flarimel. Tis poſſible he may not ſhew it ; 
© but if he does, you have only to prepare your- 
* ſelf for a little ſcolding or ſwearing ;—the worſt 
he can do is to turn you out of doors; and 
then, to uſe your own words, it can be but ſtarv- 
ing or begging” ed a 

* Oh, but my reputation, Flori- 
mel! 257 5 

Vlerimel. A fiddle of your reputation —— 
© would you hazard nothing to avoid being tacked, 
© till death do you part, to ſuch a lump of decay'd 

| morta- 
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mortality as Conrade ? Beſides, when the 
« affair is all over, and you are once got free 
« from this curſed engagement, it will be eaſy, 
by unravelling the plot, to clear your reputa- 
tion, and reconcile you to your father into the 
« bargain.” : | | 
Melanthe, Oh, Florimel, if I was ſure of 
that! | = 
Florimel. Truft to fortune; —I will lay my 
life, that if you behave according to my direc- 
tions, every thing will go right.“ 
Melanthe. * Well then, tell me what I ans 
© to do.“ | | Er . 
Fiorimel. In the firſt place, when your father 
comes home, you muſt ſeem to be as well pleaſed 
« with the match as he would have you be, and. 
pretend that you are mightily in love with Con- 
« rade's eſtate, whatever you are with the man; 
© then, as for the old wretch himſelf, you have 
© nothing to do but to ſimper and look fly when 
he makes his addreſſes, and tell him that you are 
© all obedience to your father's will.” 
 Adelanthe. © This is a hard taſk, and. I am + 
very ill difſembler ;—I will try, however, what 
I can do ; —but, Florimel, — there is one thing 
© that neither you nor I have yet thought upon: 
© ſuppoſe Conrade ſhould take it into his head to 
© watch the door himſelf, and draw upon you in 
© paſſion ?? ” 
Florimel. What if he does? —!I ſhall have a 
© ſword as well as he.“ | 
3 But not underſtand ſo well how to 
© nie it.” ; „ | 
Flirimel, © I don't know that; but if I can't 
© fight as well, I am ſure I can run much better; 


 * ——ſo pray do not be under any concern on my 
account.“ . | 
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Theſe fair friends parted not till the night was- 
pretty far advanced ; all which time was taken up 
with ſettling ſome farther particulars in relation 
to their defign, — Molly the waiting-maid was 
called in, and, after a vow of ſecrecy, intruſted 
with the whole affair, She ſeemed a good 
ſmart girl, highly proper for the bufinefs ſhe was 
to be employed in, and readily promiſed her aſ- 
ſiſtance. As | was very near as impatient as them- 
ſelves for the ficceſs of this whimkcal enterprize, 
I went every day to Murcio's houſe, and found 
that Melanthe acted the part ſhe had been taught. 
by Florimel, ſo as to give the utmoſt fatisfaCGiton, 
both to her father and lover ;—who now: talked 
of nothing but to have the wedding ſolemnized 
as foon as the neceſſary preparations for it could. 


be made. 


Saturday being arrived, I made it my buſineſs to- 
enquire whether Murcio was gone to his country. 
ſeat; and finding he was, and that Melantbe 
ſtaid at home, concluded this was the day on- 
which the firſt wheel of the machine. was to be 
put in motion; therefore hurried away to the houſe . 
of Conrade, where luckily came time enough to 
ſee him receive the letter from 'Florimel. The. 
wrinkles of his face were greatly agitated while 
he was reading this epiſtle : — at firit his eyelids. 
extended themſelves, and his. brows were elated 
with ſurpriſe, — then were contracted into a 
frown of anger: ſometimes a ſneer of con- 
tempt and unbelief lengthened the furrows round. 
his withered lips ; but the-attitude of longeſt du- 
ration, was a penſive hanging-down- of. his head, 
accompanied with cutting the hairs. upon his 
little finger; out of which at lait he ſtarted, and 
cry'd to himſelf, Many reaſons may be 
s. urged. both for and againſt my giving 9 
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« this ſtory ;, but whether built upon truth or 
« malice, I have no need to be at the pains of 
© conſidering ;— the author has pointed out the 
means of being convinced, and I will take his 
© counte].” | : 


As I could not be certain. that he would con- 
tinue in this reſolution, and much leſs ſo, if 
he did, what the event of it would be, I went by. 
break of day the next morning, and poſted myſelf 
over-againſt Murcio's houſe : — In a few minutes 
after Conrade came, wrapp'd in a cloak, but ſtood 
more aloof, yet near enough to ſee every. thing. 
that paſs'd.— We had not waited above a. quarter 
of an hour, before the door we watched was ſoftly: 
opened, and a well-drefs'd beau ruſh'd out 
Conrade advanced, as fait as his gout would let 
him, in order, I ſuppoſe, to ſee the face of this 
invader of his hoped-for happineſs ; ——— but the 
pretended gallant was too nimble for his purſuit ; 
— but dropt a piece of pager, as if by accident 
flirted out with bis handkerchief ; — Conrade im- 
mediately ſnatch'd it up, and found it was a billet; 
— the ſuperſcription ſeemed to have been tore 
off, but the contents were theſe: 


< Dearelt of your ſex, 1235 
< MY. father is gone into the country, and I 
have made an excuſe to be left behind; — come 
* at the uſual hour, and Molly will admit you ta. 
© the arms of © Yours.” 


I eaſily perceived that this was a ſecond plot of 
the young ladies to corroborate the firſt ;——and 
it had all the effect they could with, and was alſo 
productive of ſomething elſe, which neither of 
them at that time imagined; as will appear. in the. 
ſueceeding chapter. 35 
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V a continuance of this merry hifloty, which preſents 


1 is not to be donbted but that Conrade, after 


coming her huſband ;—yet, by what I could gather 


| accuſe this young lady to her father; 


- ſeemed much ſurpriſed on hearing him ſpeak in this 


CHAP, vu. 


Something as little expected by the reader as it was 
by the parties concerned in it. | 


having received this double confirmation of Me- 
lanthe's tranſgreſſion, gave over all intentions of be- 


from his looks, and ſome expreſſions he let fall, 
the manner in which he ſhould quit his pretenſions 
was the occaſion of a very great conflict in his 
mind. — He was a good- natur d man, and loth to 
— yet, to 
break off a match ſo far advanced, and which he 
had ſo earneſtly ſolicited, without aſſigning any 
cauſe for the change of his reſolution, he thought 
would not only make him appear ridiculous, but 
alſo put a final period to all converſation between 
him and his old friend; and he probably continued 
undetermined in this matter till he found himſelf 
obliged to talk upon it to Murcio himſelf, who had 
appointed to come to town the next day, in order 
to ſign the marriage-writings.— That gentleman 
was at home, and having expected him ſome hours 
before he came, began, in a pleaſant manner, to 
reproach his tardineſs: to which Conrade reply'd 
very gravely, I am, indeed, fir, ſomewhat 
© beyond my time, yet, I believe, ſoon enough for 
© the buſineſs which now brings me. Murcis 


manner; and poor Melanthe, who was preſent, 
well knowing that this alteration in her lover's be- 
haviour was the effect of the plot concerted between 
her and Florimel, trembled for the event, and was 
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no leſs ſhock'd. at the thoughts how much her in- 
nocence ſuffered in his opinion, | 


It is uncertain what return Murcio would haye 
made; for the other prevented him from ſpeaking, 
by adding to what he had ſaid before, - that he had 
ſomething of a very extraordinary nature, and 
which required no witneſſes, to communicate to 
him ; on which he made a ſign to Melanthe to 
leave the room ; and ſhe was no ſooner withdrawn, 
than Conrade proceeded, tho' not without a good 
deal of heſitation, to declare himſelf in theſe terms: 


Conrade, Dear Murcio,, we have long been 
friends, and I ſhould be heartily ſorry that what 
I have to ſay ſhould occaſion a rupture between 
< us; for my own part, there is no man living for 

whom 1 ſhall always preſerve a greater eſteem 
than for youi if,” | | 

Aurcio. I cannot think, fir, that you have 
any thing in your mind ſhould give me reaſon to 
© regard you leſs.“ 5 | | 

Conraue. Reaſon is too frequently miſled by 
< paſion;— I know it by experience, and ſhall be 
glad to find yours is more ſtrong ; — tho? I con- 
« feſs I have been to blame, and am ſorry things 
have gone ſo far: but, fir, I have conſider'd 
8 
. 
6 


. 
o 


that it is now too late in life for me to think of 
marriage, eſpecially with ſo young a lady as Me- 
lanthe.“ | | 
Murcio. This is an odd turn, indeed: me- 
© thinks, fir, you ſhould have conſidered this be- 
fore you made any propoſal of that ſort either to 
me or my daughter, A treaty-of marriage, fir, 
when concluded on and conſented to by both 
parties, is a thing of too much conſequence to - 
© be broke off by either, without putting the moſt 
« grols affront upon the other,” : 


> 


Conrade, 
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_ Conrade. © Not, fir, when it can be proved that 


© the conſummation would be equally inconvenient 


for both.“ . 


Murcio. As how for both ? My daughter has 
never made the leaſt objection.” | 

Conrade. It may be fo; — yet I am well 
© aſſured ſhe neither does nor ever can regard me 


< with that affection which alone could make either 
me or herſelf happy in being united.” 


Murcio. A mere whim ; --- a caprice of your 
© own, founded only on the diſparity of years; and 


© I am amazed you ſhould think of flying off from 


© your engagement on ſo ſhallow a pretence.“ 
Conrade. Perhaps I may have others: ſuppoſe 


„I know ſhe loves another? 


Murcto. Sir, I will ſuppoſe no ſuch thing; 
ſhe love another ! — no, fir, ſhe has been bred 
up in principles too virtuous, and is too modeſt 
to place her affections on any cue, till my com- 
mands, and the authority of the church, make it 
her duty to do ſo;; and I mult tell you, fir, it is 
baſe in you to add to the ill uſage you are about 
to give her, by traducing her reputation.* !. 
Conrade. I ſcorn the unmanly thought: be 
aſſured I have proofs of what J ſay.” 3 

Murcio. Produce them then.“ 

Conrade, I will, ſince I find the juſtification of 
© my own honour depends upon it. There, ſir, 
£ —— read that, and be convinced.“ 


In ſpeaking this he gave Murcio the letter that 
had been ſent by Florimel; which tae other, aſter 
having careleſly peruſed, threw from him, and 
looking on Conrade with the utmoſt ſcorn, ſaid to 


him, 


Murcio. A notable proof indeed! There are 


few people without ſome enemies ;— but this is 


© a piece 
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<.a piece of ſcandal too groſs, too ſtupid, and the 
invention too ill concerted to paſs even on the 
© moſt weak and credulous mind; and ſeems rather 
a poor low contrivance of your own, to evade 
« fulfilling an engagement you have taken it into 
your head to repent of.” 

Conrade. * You are free in your expreſſions, fir, 
but I believe it will preſently be my turn to re- 
« tort that contempt you fo unjuſtly treat me with, 
- Do you know the hand-writing of your 

-< daughter ?? 

Aurcio. Yes, certainly I do.“ 

Conrade, © Then judge of the contents of this, 
e and take ſhame to yourſelf for the injurious treat- 
ment you have given me. 


* 


The reader will eaſily i imagine, that it was Me- 
lanthe's little billet he now put into his hands; but 
no one can conceive, much leſs am J able to de- 
ſcribe, the rage, the horror, the diſtraction, that 
ſhook the whole frame of this aſtoniſh'd parent, on 
finding himſelf no longer able to refuſe giving credit 
to ſo terrible a misfortune, Death and furies ! 
« (cried he) infamous, ande wretch!'— Then, 
after loading her with all the fouleſt names that 
language could afford, he turned to Conrade, — 
Pardon me, dear. Conrade, ſaid he: had an angel 
told me what you did, without this curſed tefti- 
© mony I ſhould not have believed the tory, — but 
you thall have ample ſatisfaction : Pl turn this 
** ſcandal to my family, this deceiver both of you 
and me, out of my doors this moment; — never 

© own her, never ſee her more, but leave her to the 
* miſeries ſhe merits.” He was running out of 
the room, and *tis probable, in the firſt emotions of 
his paſſion, would have done as he had threaten'd, 

if Conrade had not with- b him; and partly by 


8 force, 
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force, and partly by perſuaſion, made him fit down 
d 


while he reaſon 


6 


GK KK Q A A 6 A 


A 


K a Aa A 


Conrade. No; 


with him in this manner : 


Conrade. Dear Murcio, compoſe yourſelf, and 
be not raſhly guilty of a thing you hereafter 
may repent of: — conſider that the errors of one 
branch of a family reflect diſhonour on the whole; 
—you have other daughters, who, though pure 
as innocence itſelf, yet, being of the ſame blood, 
may be ſuſpected liable to the ſame faults : — for 
their ſakes, therefore, rather ſmother than expoſe 
the crime of this fair offender.” | | ; 
Murcio. What! would you then have me to 


© forgive, encourage, and ſuffer her to continue in 


this ſhameful proſtitution under my roof?“ 

but I would have you re- 
member that ſhe is {till your child, and that it is 
your duty, as a father, to uſe your utmoſt efforts 
to retrieve her from perdition, not fink her deeper 
into it.” 

Murcio. As how retrieve her? is ſhe not 
already loſt, irrecoverably loſt to reputation 
as well as virtue ?” | | 
Conrade, Not ſo, I hope; all yet may 
be well, if her ſeducer can be prevailed upon to 
repair the injury he has done her by an honour- 
able marriage.” | 
Murcio. A vain expeRation  _ 
Conrade. * Tis worth attempting at leaſt 
but firſt you muſt oblige her to diſcover the name 
of this too happy man; for you ſee, that 


either by deſign or accident, the direction to him 
is torn off the letter... | 


Murcio. I proteſt, in the diſtraction of my 
thoughts I had forgot that circumſtance z and 
alſo to aſk you by what means this infamous 


© ſcrawl came into your poſſeſſion. 


I 


On 
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On this Conrade related to him all the particu- 
lars he had obſerved while he had been Watching 
his rival's coming out of the houſe ;: and when he 
had done, in order to encourage Murcio to take 
the advice he had juſt given him, added this de- 

| ſcription of the ſuppoſed gallant ; TAS 


Conrade. I was very much vex'd that I had 
© not an opportunity of ſeeing his face; but his 
© back being towards me, I could only take notice 
© of his dreſs and air, and do aſſute you he has all 
© the appearance of a man of faſhion, and ſuch a 
one as to whom you could not reaſonably have 
« refuſed your daughter, even if this accident had 
© never happened.” 55 

Murcio. Oh, what a cuͤrſe it is to have a 
© diſobedient child Þ i 1 


He appeared in the moſt bitter anguiſh of mind, 
while uttering theſe laſt words; but having reco- 
vered himſelf a little, took pen, ink, and paper, 
and wrote the following lines to Melanthe: 


© Thou ſcandal to my blood and name, 
THAT you ſtill live to receive this, thank 
© the gentleman whom you would have wronged 
by intending to carry pollution to his bed; — he 
© has obtain'd a reprieve for you on this condition, 
Etat you declare the name and quality of your 
© undoer, to the end that I may take ſuch mea- 
© {ures as I ſhall judge proper, to oblige him to do 
6 juſtice to the honour of a family of which you 
© are the only blemjſh. — Think not to deny your 
© crime;—T have the infamous witneſs of it under | 
© your own hand ; but be plain and open in your | 
* confeſſion, if you hope ever to obtain mercy 'N 
either from Heaven or your offended father, 
; ee ee Muscio.“ 
Vor. I, * « *. Alger | 


* 


9 his 


my 
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After having ſhew'd this to Conrade, he called 
for the waiting maid, and bid her give that letter 
th her miſtreſs, aud bring him an immediate anſwer: 

-I followed, and 7 with what agonies. poor 
Melanthe read chis cruel mandate: — between the 
fears of what her father's indignation might inflict 
upon her, and the ſhame of appearing guilty of a 

ime her ſoul diſdain'd, ſhe. ke fo . much over- 
whelm'd, thas Of ſome mi ſhe had not power 
to ſpeak ; and when ſhe 40, k it Was only: to utter 
this exclamation; 


| Melantbe, © What 3 become of me oh 
6 this vile plot of Florimel's !' 
Molly. Lord, madam, do not put yourſelf 
c into this flurry you know your father s temper 
© well enough, and could not expect he would be 
© leſs ſevere; but it will be all over, and you 
0 muſt reſolve to bear it fer a while,” 
" Melanthe. I cannot, — will not bear it 
c 4 will 80 down this inſtant, diſcloſe all, ang clear 
* my Innocence.” | 
Molly.” © Sure, madam, you would not be fo 


© mad — What, Woe 79 VE $I undo all, Ang 8 forced 


 Melanthe. © Wi th ere ever 9 terrible a * ' 
ma What anſwer can. I ive ? 


Molh. Ao 977 APR, 55 An | ting 5 en 


« tl e truth,” 


Ielenthe. * How gn; am 1 to, 1 une et lach 
0 400 al © oe 


With t is ſhe turned bertel towards a table 
w ErEON 4, 2 fandjſh, f ſat down, pauſed a 
while, then began to 15 bus Had ſcarce fniſh'd 
two lines before ſhe left ore the paper, muſed 
again, and then began aire ; _ the ſecond eſſay 


I met 
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met with the ſame fate as the former, and ſo did 


ſeveral ſucceeding ones, till at. laſt ſhe threw the 
pen out of her hand, ſtarted up and ſaid, 


 Melanthe. * Pis in vain to attempt it. I 
elan ame? 4, 2p) | 
Molly. Why then, madam, fay nothing; — 
eben let him think as he pleaſes at preſent z——if 
© you will but pluck up a ſpirit, we ſhall do well 
enough; ——-he will not kill you for his awn 
£ ſake; and as for any thing elſe, you muſt con- 
© tent yourſelf to ſubmit to it: nothing can be 
© ſo bad as marrying Conrade, - I will go to Flo- 
© rimel preſently ; if I am ſo lucky as to find her 
at home, 'tis ten to one but ſhe puts ſomething 
into our heads.” 5 
Melanths, 8 Do {o 3—1 wiſh ſhe Were here.“ x 


While they were ſpeaking, Murcio called very 
loud at the bottom of the ſtairs for Molly to come 
down; on which ſhe ſaid, + Do you hear, madam? 
© — but I muſt face the. ftorm for fear it ſhould 
come hither and terrify you worſe, —I wiſh you 
had as much courage as I have.” TEL) | 

She ſaid no more, but ran haſtily down into the 
parlour, where I with no leſs ſpeed attended her 
tootKeps, quite impatient: to hear how the pert 

baggage would behave. 555 

Murcio. * What is the reaſon, minx, that 1 
© have no anſwer to the letter you carry'd up?? 

Molly. Lord, fir, there was ſomewhat or other 
n that letter that has frighted my poor lady almoſt 
© out of her wits; - ſhe does nothing but cry and 
vuring her hands; —it would make your heart ach 
© to ſee her. — She write an anſwer Ino indeed, 
* the is not in a condition to give an anſwer.” 
— Ax Murcis, 
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Murcio, © If ſhe can't, you muſt, huſſey. Who 
was that fellow you let out of wy houſe yeſterday 
„morning? 

Molly. I, ſirl—I let out no fellow, not I. 

- Murcto. © 'Tis fal ſe; my friend here, hap- 
« pening to paſs through the ſircet at that time, 
s {aw him come out.” 

Molly, * Why then, fir, your friend is no 
« better than a pickthank for bringing you ſuch 
« jdle ſtories; and I am not afraid to tell him ſo to 
his face.” 

Murcio. * Was there ever ſuch impudence | 8 

Conrade, Come, come, Mrs. Molly, you had 
better confeſs the truth ;—1t will be for the good 
of your lady, and yourſelf too.” | 

Molly. Sir, I ſhall not tell a lye for the matter; 
— 1 let out no fellow; there was a fine 
* gentleman, indeed, that ſat up all night playing 
at cards with my lady that I let out; but no 
fellow, I aſſure you.” 0 

Murcia, © Well, —and pray, Mrs. eiae, 
what is the name of this fine gentleman ?” 

Molly. Lord, fir, do you think I know the 
© names of all the gentlemen that come to viſit my 
6 * lady?—Indeed I am not ſo impertinent as to aſk.” 

Murcia. No equivocation : tel] me this 
EE, or I ſhall be your death.” 

Molly. Bleſs me!] fir,—bow can you fright a 
c © body for nothing? — But if you would be my 
death twenty times over, I can ſay no more than 
I have done.?“ 

Conrade. Dear Murcio, this ds is not worth 
the paſſion you are in; — I hope the young lady 
0 herfelf will ſatisfy you, when once ſhe coaliders 

« how much it is her intereſt to do ſo.“ 
Murcio. Not while ſhe has ſuch a harden * 
s wretch to encourage her obſtinacy, + Huſley, 


==< * up your trumpery, and get out of my houſe 


2 directly, 
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* directly, or I ſhall provide a place for you in 
* Bridewell.” 


ATolly. Ob, dear fir, 1 mall not give you 


© that trouble; ;—there are places. 9 to be had 
* without your providing. 


After ſhe had left the room, — KCarcio bad 
vented his paſhon in two or three hearty curles, 
he turned to Conrade, and with a tone of voice 
which expreſſed the deepeſt trouble of mind, ut- 
tered theſe words: You fee, dear friend, 
* 7. both miſtreſs and maid are ike incorrigible. 

— What now remains for me to do, either to 

Nr my family from diſgrace, or this dege- 
« nerate girl from everlaſting ruin ?' The other, 
who doubtleſs condemn'd Melanthe more in his 
heart than he would let her father know he did, 
could find nothing to ſay in her defence; but that 
he hoped, when the firſt confuſion: of this diſco- 
very was a little over, ſhe would be brought to 
reaſon ; and therefore intreated he would allow. 
her ſome , ſmall time to. recollect herſelf. As the 
converſation now began. to conſiſt only of railings. 
on the one ſide, and perſuaſions to moderation on 
the other, I eafily perceived that nothing of im- 
portance would be the reſult ; ſo reſolved to leave 
th= two old gentlemen together, and accordingly 
_ took the firſt opportunity to get out of the houſe. 


e rer 


. .C.H AP. VIII. 1 
P reſents famething, which, if the author: hopes do 
noi deceive him, will afford an equal Hare of ſatis- 
faction as ſurpriſe. 5 
EIN G very anxious for the ſituation of 
poor Melanthe, I fully deſigned to make 
another viſit to Murcio' s houſe eany the next 
| H3 morn- 
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mornin 85 and accordingly got to Mureio's door 
juſt as Conrade had alighted from his coach, and 
was ſtepping in; ſo I had an eafy acceſs, and fol- 
Jowed him up into the dining- room, where 
Murcio was then ſitting, and expreſs'd the fatis- 
faction he took in ſeeing him, in words to this 


eftect : 
Mureiov. My dear friend, I am glad you are 


come to give me your opinion in a thing I am 
about to do : -— my ungracious daughter has 
given me no anfwer, — made me ho ſubmiſ- 
fions ; — F cannot keep her in my houſe; and 
if 1 turn her ont of it, am in danger of having 
my whole family ſcandalized by her behaviour; 
I am therefore reſolved to ſend her to Cornwall, 
where I have a near kinſman,” 

Conrade. I flatter myſelf, fir, that the intel 
ligence I bring will fave you that trouble, and 
« the young lady ſo long a Journey : I RAVE diſ- 
© covered her favourite lover.” 
Minrio. © Is it poflible ? =—For Berens ſake, 

„ho, — what is he?“ 

Comade. One you little ſuſpect, tho I Have 
© feen him often here; tis Dorimon.“ 
Aaurcio. Dorimon es, ſince his return 
from His travels he vifits here ſometimes; — his 
N 1 Florimel and Melanthe were brought up 
© together at the boarding-ſchool, and ſince they 
6 Sh it have fcarce been two days aſunder: but 
s T cannot think Dorimon has been her ſeducer : 
0 ſhe is neither above his hopes nor below 
6 his expectations: if he had any inclination to- 
<© wards her, I know of nothing thould hinder him 
© frem making his honourable — — But 


* what en have you lar ſucks a ſuppoſition | 8 
i? — FA 
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Canrade. You ſhall hear, — You know I told 
you that I did not ſee his face ; but as I follow'd 
him a good part of the ſtreet, I took notice of 
his habit, which indeed had ſomewhat particular 
in it, and would have attracted my obſervation, 

had I feen it on any other perſon.— It was a 
dark olive-colouted French barragon, laced with 
a very rich Point PEſpagne down the ſeams ; 
he had alſo a fine flaxen wig with a bag, and 4 
ſolitaire of an uficommon dimenſion 1 — I then 
took him either for a foreigner, or one late! 
come from abroad; — In the fame dreſs, and as 
exactly as I faw him then, did I ſee him within 
this half hour at the chocolate houſe : — I can- 
not, indeed, ſwear to the man, but I think may 
ſafety to the cloaths, efſpeciatly as I heard Hun 
ſay, on ſome gentKkmti's praffing the fait, ant 

telling him they believed there was not ſuch anv- 
ther in England, that he was pretty ſure there 

was not; for he had beſpoke it at Paris accord- 
ing to his own taſte, and it had not been come 

1575 long enough. for any one to take a pattern 
y it.” „ 8585 


Murcio. I muſt own, there is a ſtrong proba- 


A OG. „ . a A. a @ K „ A R K H „ „ 


© bility in what you ſay ; but yet, without a cer- 
© fainty, know not what meaſures E can purſue.? 
Conrade. © If you will take my advice, ſend 

© for him; I Heard him ſay he ſhould dine at home, 
ſo is featce gone out give ſome diſtant hints, 

at firſt, concerning a marriage with your daugh-, 
ter; and, according to the anſwers he makes, you 
will be inſtrucked how to proceed.” FOE 
Micro, It mall be ſo: — 1 will not let him 
fee J have any ſuſpicion of my daught-r's fault; 
and whether there be any thing between them or 
not, a propoſal of the nature you mention cannot 
ſeem ſtrange to him, as our families have always. 
Mp FD 4 « lived 


8 
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. lived together in a perfect harmony and good un- 
derſtanding.“ 9 hay fe 


He had no ſooner faid this than he called a ſer- 
_ vant, and ſent bim with his compliments. to Dori- 
mon, to let him know he deſired to ſpeak with him 
immediately, if not otherwiſe . engaged. Aſter 
this the two. friends had ſome farther diſcourſe 
concerning what ſteps the father of Melanthe 
ſhould take in this affair; when the fellow, who 
had been ſent on the above meſſage, return'd and 
told his maſter, that Norimon , faid he would not 
fail doing himſelf the honour of obeying his com- 
mands in a few minutes ; on which Conrade took 
his leave, and Murcio fat down, endeavouring to 
frame his temper and countenance 2 as to be ſuit - 


able to the buſineſs he had in hand. 


Dorimon appear'd in a ſhort time ; and the firſt 
compliments being paſt, Murcio began to open 
what he had to ſay, by telling him that he had a 
great regard for his family; that he was a fine 
young gentleman ; and that being now five - and- 
twenty, he much wondered that he had not heard 
of his addreſſing ſome lady on the ſcore of mar- 
riage : — To which Dorimon replied, that marriage 
was a thing he had not as yet much thought upon; 
and that having a ſiſter who took care of his 
houſe, a wife was the le's neceſſary to him. 
Murcio then demanded, if he found any averſion 
in himſelf to changing his condition in favdur of a 
woman of equal birth and fortune, and who would. 
approve of his pretenſions, — Dorimon ſeemed a 
Iittle ſurpriſed at theſe interrogatories : but an- 
ſwered in the negative, with this proviſo, that the 
perſon of the lady were equally agreeable. —— 
Murcio thinking this reply a proper cue for ex- 
plaining himſelf, did fo in the following manner: 
9 WORE Aurcis, 
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Murcio. * What think you then of my daugh- 

« ter Melanthe? 
Dorimon. As of an angel, fir, above my hopes.” 

Murcio. No fine ſpeeches, Dorimon ; — deal 
« ſincerely with me. Do 2 like her well 
c enough to marry her? | 
Dorimon. © Yes, fir; upon my ſoul; and ſhould 

« bleſs the hand that gave her to me. 

Murcio. Bir, I take you at your word, and 
* give you mine that you ſhall have her, and fix 
* thouſand pounds, if you think that a ſufficient 
c dower.' 

Dorimon. * I do, fir; and though Melanthe is 
© a ſufficient fortune of herſelf, ſhall accept your 
offer, and make a ſettlement accordingly.” 

Mura. * Then there remains no more than 
to get the marriage-articles drawn, which, if 

+ you pleaſe, ſhall be to-morrow morning.” 

Deorimon. It cannot be too ſeon, — But, fir, 
may I not have leave to ſee her, to throw myſelf 
© at her feet, and be aſſured ſhe will not — the 
happineſs you beſtow upon me 22 

Murcio. Oh, fir, you have nothing to appre- 
* hend on that account; for, to be plain with you, 
© I deſigned her fer another; the rejected the 
+. propoſal, for which ſhe has been under ſome diſ- 

grace; but as I have ſince diſcovered her diſ- 
+ obedience was occaſioned by the affecd ion ſhe has 
for you, I was the more eafily induced to pardon 
it: —ſhe does not yet know that I conſent to 

* gratify her inclinations-; but ou ſhall have the 

* pleaſure of N her vnn 


He then went to the door, and ordered a Gini 
to bid Melanthe come down: after which he turn'd 
back, and faid- to Dorimon, My daughter will 

wait on you. preſently ;— I know you will ex- 
cuſe my leaving. you together ;— I have buſineſs 

H 5 calls 


54 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


calls me abroad; but expect to fee vou to- mor- 
row morning, and ſhall have a lawyer here.* He 
ſaid no more; but went haſtily. away td avoid ſeeing 
his daughter. He bad not left the room above half 
a minute before Melanthe enter'd, but with a con- 
fuſion impoſſible to be expreſs id; — de had ex- 
pacted na other, on being calPd; down, than to 
meet ſome terrible effects of her fat her's diſpleaſure; 
her eyes, red with tears, were now caſt down 
upon the floor, as ſhe advanced with: flow and 
trembling: ſtzps:; —— nor ſaw ſſie who was there, 
til! Dorimon ſprung forward, and took her by the 
hand with theſe words: 

Deine Cbarming Melanthe,. 3 am 1 
© tranſported: at the goodneſs: of your father 
how incapable of expreſſing my gratitude for the 
« xermiffion. he has juſt now given me: of: telling 
© you how- mg, how truly L adore yu 

Melanthe. © Bleſs me; Dorimon, vrhat is the 

meaning of all this? Mhere is my father? 
Dorimon. Gone, to give me the happy oppor- 
© tunity of endeavouring to inſpire you with: ſenti- 
ments in favour of my paſſion, and conformable | 
© to his will.“ 

Melanthe, * Your paſſion, and, his will 3 
© Certainly, Dorimon, you muſt either be mad, 
or J not in my ſenſes. — For Heaven's ſake ex- 
e —_— has PONY hy | 


He was: going to reply, ion his. ſiſter Flori- 
mel came tripping in: that young lady having 
been inform'd by Molly of all that had paſſed at 
Murcio's houſe; was extremely impatient: to know- 
how her fair friend behaved afterwards on that oc- 
caſion: — Melanthe no ſooner. ſaw: her than ſnie 
* into her arms, and ery d, 

| | Melauthe: 
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 Mielanthe. © My dear, dear Florimel, What 
© would I not Rade given to have feen you”. laſt 
icht? 


„ e. © I was no Refs eager to be with ybir'; 
but I find things have quite chang'd their 
=, ory I met your fat father at the door 4s 1 enters; 
« the old gentleman ſeems to be in quite good Eu- 
c mour, deſſr'd me to walk up, and told me I 
„ ſhould find you and my brother together.“ 
Dofimon. Ay, my dear ſiſter, we are rogerher, 
and [hope ſhall ſobn be join'd to ſeparate no more. 
Florimel. Separate no more! as how ?” 
Dorimin, By the indiſſoluhle ties of Warrege: : 
< <Murcio, the enerous Murcio, has beſtowed 
© her OH tie; — To:mirrow the articles ate to be 


drawn, and chere will then be nothing baer 


but my angel's confent for the confunimatiofi 0 
. 
He, 0 And was this the buſineſs on hich 
* he ſent for e in ſuch * N | 


Hem F Jorinitl bilrſt into ſo violet 4 ft of rigs 


ter, as render'd her unable to ſpeak for ſome time: 


Lin vain Dorimon afked ſeveral titnes over the 


_ of this'extravat ant mirth; and it was but b 
grees ihe TEcoyere herſelf enouglt to male thi 


reply : 


Elaine 1 Batu af ot the Adule; zeit 145 
* brother, that have made this maten; yes, with 
* the affiſfance of tha ſuit of cloatlis you * 
Then, addreſſing herſelf to Melanthe, proce «a 
thus: © You-miuſt know, my dear, that it was 
rade himfelf that watch dne coming out of 70 
houſe; Ia him ſtatrd derte Sir-Thöntras 
aden porch; he has certainly ſeen my 
6 nm 
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brother in theſe cloaths, and miſtaking him for 
: me, has paſs'd him upon your father for your 
< ſuppoſed gallant.” Dorimon was now as much 
confounded in his turn as the two ladies had been 
in theirs, till his ſiſter, having firſt obtained Me- 
lantbe's leave, related to him the whole hiſtory of 
their contrivance to break the match with Con- 
rade: — this repetition occaſioned ſome pleaſantry 
between the brother and the fifter ; but Melanthe 
was too much aſhamed to bear any great part in 
it: her new lover obſerving her ſeriouſneſs, ſpoke 
—, “ DET? 
Derimen, < I have got nothing, Florimel, by 
© the account you have given, but the mortifica- 
tion of that vanity Murcio had;inſpired me with; 
0 Ang dare not now flatter myſelf that Melanthe 
© will fo readily, as I once hoped, acquieſce in the 
agreement made between us 
Florimal. If ſhe does not, all will come out; 
and if ſo, Murcio will certainly xeturn to his firſt 
< engagement to give her to Conrade, —— What 
* ſay you, Melanthe? Have you averſion enough for 
my brother to run ſo great a riſque ?? 


This demand made Melanthe bluſh. exceſſively 5 
ſhe pauſed, hung down. her head; but at 
laſt made this return : So ſudden a change in my 
fortune might well excuſe me from giving a di- 
rect anſwer to ſuch a queſtion ; — of this, how - 
ever, you may be aſſured, that I have not cou- 
© rage to diſobey my father a ſecond time, and that 
4 Toke the ſiſter too well to have any averſion to 
< the brother.” N 2 5 


On this Dorimon kiſſed her hand with a great 
deal of warmth, and ſaid many tender and paſ- 
Lonate things to her, which, as the reader will 


r 


e 8 1 
441% | 14 ; 8 - 3 


eaſily conceive, I think it needleſs to repeat; and 
ſhall only add, that between the brother and the 
_ ſiſter, Mae was at laſt prevailed upon to con- 
fels 
loctance ſhe ſhould obey her father in the choice 


he had now made for her. Tho' there was now 


little cauſe to apprehend any diſappointment in 
theſe fluptials, yet I reſolved to ſee the thing fully 
concluded on: accordingly I went the next morn- 
ing to Murcio's houſe, where I found him very 
buſy with his lawyer; — Dorimon came in ſoon 


after, and the writings were preſently filled up, 
ſigned, ſealed, and duly executed by both parties: 


—and the lawyer had no ſooner left the room, tha 
| Murcio ſpoke to Dorimon in theſe terms: ; 


Nurcio. Well, Dorimon, I think there is no- 


* thing now wanting for the making you my ſon, 
© except the ceremony of the church; and I did 


© not care how ſoon that alſo was performed. 


I do not love to ſee affairs of this nature kept 
long in hand; befides, you muſt know, that 


don my daughter's refuſing to marry the perſpn I. 


+ firſt propoſed to her, I ſwore in my paſſion that 
I would never fee her face again till ſhe was a 


6 wife.“ 2 


Doriman. You may be aſſured, fir, 1 ſhall 
think every moment an age; and I do not doubt 
* but the knowledge of the vow you have made 


* will very much expedite my wiſhes. J 


. Marco. * I am going directly to my little coun- 
try ſeat, and ſhall leave you to eonlult with her 
about the day; but will write to the rector of ***#, 
who is my kinſman, and deſire he will perform 


the office; when that is over, would have you 


* both come down to ***#*, where you may de- 
* pend upon meeting with a fatherly reception.” 


that it would be without the leaſt re- : 
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Nothing farther of any conſequenee was faid by 
each of them, Murcio took coach for the coun. 
try, and Dorimon went to the apartments of his 
miſtreſs; where ſtrenubuſſy preſſing her for the 
ſpeedy conſummation of his happineſs, her father's 
pretended vow ſerved as an excuſe for her compli- 
ance, and ſhe conſented that the wedding ſhould 
be the next Sunday after. No accident retarded 
the fulfiFing this agreement, and they were mar- 
ried on the day appointed; after which they ſet 
out, accompanied by Florimel, for #**i*#, to re- 
ceive the bleſſings he had promiſed to beſtow upon 
them. As no one of the company had any reaſon 
to-be diſcontented at what had Happened, it is not 
to be doubted: but the goddeſs of chearfulneſs ac- 
companied them in their little journey ; — I ſay 
journey, becauſe the ſiſter of Dorimori having an 
averſion: to the water, they went in a landau, in 
complaiſance to her; but the ſubject of their con- 
verſation is not in my power to relate, as I had no 
opportunity of being witneſs of it. PUR 


NOREEN HDR MAW MOR 
ee 5 
Contains a ſuccinct account of ſome. farther partitu- 


lars, in fome meaſitre relative to the foregoing ad- 


: H AVIN G rhartied my two-new-made lovers, 
1 the reader will poſſibly r the laſt 
actiof the play is ended, and that I fhould now drop 
the curtain; to prepare for ſortie freſh ſubject of 
entertainment; — but he muſt wait awhile ; — I 
have not yet done with any of my charafters; and 
beſides, as there are many things which ſeem to 
requite à farther explanation, I cannot think of 
parting with my favourite Florimel without giving 
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her thoſe praiſes which her wit and geed- humour 
may juſtly claim. It is not unlikely, indeed, but 
that there may be fome over- frrupuleus ladies in 

the world, who will be ſo far from approving the 
character of this charming girl, that they will 
highly contemn her for aſſuming the air and habit 
of a man, tho for ever ſo ſhort a ſpace of time; 
and even rail at Melanthe for conſenting to put in 
execution the ſtratagem ſhe had contrived for her 
deliverance from an evil ſo juſtly dreaded by ber: 
Such as theſe will certainly think I have ſaidenough, 
if not too much on the occaſion, and perhaps 
throw aſide the book, and ery, they will read no 
farthet Well. be it ſo,——the loſs wil Ibe 
entirely their ꝰẽõãn; l am pretty confident, nei- 
ther my reputation, nor the profits of my publiffler, 
will ſuffer by their ill-nature in this point. It is 
for the entertainment of the gay, the witty, and 
truly virtuous, Who, a the way, are' never. cen- 
ſorious, that theſe lucubrations are chiefly intend- 
ed; and if I am fo fortunate: as to pleaſe them, 
ſhould. give myſelf no great pain what may be ſaid 
of me by thoſe of the above: mentioned claſs. In 
dehance therefore of theſe fair, or rather unfair 
critics, I ſhall proceed in what I have farther to 
relate concerning the principal ſubjects of this 
narrative. 64 


On their arrival at #****, they were received 
by Murcio with a ſhew of the greateſt ſatisfacttion; 
yet I, who took care to be there before them; in 
order to be witneſs of What fhould paſs: at this firſt 
interview, could eaſily perceive that he embraced 
his foni-in-Jaw with more cordiality and leſs con- 

ſtraint than he did his daughter ; — the remem- 
brance of her ſuppoſed fault doubtleſs rendered Him 
unable to treat her with his accuſtom'd tenderneſs; 
—he: ſcarce touch'd her cheeb in- ſaluting her; and 
4 | | | when 
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when he gave her his bleſſing, added, Pray 
Heaven your future conduct may deſerve it.“ It 
could not be otherwiſe, but that all the company 
muſt comprehend the full meaning of theſe words ; 
but poor Melanthe was ſo much affected by them, 
that ſhe burſt into a flood of tears, and throwing 
herſelf a ſecond time at her father's feet, addreſs d 
him in theſe pathetic tem 21 


Melanthe. Oh, fir, — I beg, —T beſeech you, 
by all the love you once had for me, to forgive 
© the only act of diſobedience I was ever guilty of; 
+ pardon but the averſion I had to the match you 
© firſt propoſed to me, and you will eaſily abſolve 
© the reſt,” + | EEG [oacm; 1136047; 

. Dorimon. * Yes, ſir, — my dear, —my charm- 
ing wife is as innocent of every thing that can: 
© delerve your blame, as I am from even the moſt 
diſtant wiſh of violating her purity, or diſhonour- 
ing your family.“ 2 . 
. Fl:rimel, * Ay, ay, — it is poor me that am 
© alone in fault; but ſince the miſchief. I have done 
has been productive of fo much good, I ſcarce 
s doubt of being excuſed by a gentleman of ſo 
© much good ſenſe as Mureio. — I have deliver'd: 
your daughter, ſir, by my contrivance, from the 
* horrors of a forced marriage; — I have procur'd- 
© a wife for my brother, with whom if he is not 
© the moſt happy, I am certain he deſerves to be: 
the moſt. miſerable of all mankind ; and I have 
got you a ſon- in- law, who I hope will merit that 
© honour by his future behaviour.“ | 


Murcio, who could not form even the moſt diſ- 
tant gueſs at the meaning of all. this, look'd ſome- 
times on the one, and ſometimes on the other, with 
all the tokens of the utmoſt amazement, without: 
being able to ſpeak one ſyllable; which gave Flo- 

TX IIme 
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rimel the opportunity of unravelling the whole ** 
tery of the affair, as ſhe had before promiſed Me- 
janthe to take upon herſelf to do. In ſpite of the 
little reſentment Murcio at firſt conceived for the 
trick that had been put upon him, he could not 
forbear ſmiling at the invention of the contriver; 
and the wit and ſpirit with which that young lady- 
talked to him upon it very much contributed to 
bring him into good humour: but that which en- 
tirely reconciled him to the wedded pair, was the 
ene that Dorimon was wholly ignorant of 
the plot till after the marriage was concluded, and 
the aſſurance Melanthe gave him, that ſhe was far 
from any intention to deceive him, but had flatter d 
herſelf with the hope that Conrade would have, 
broke the engagement, without mentioning to 
him the reafons he had for doing ſo, Though to 
have married his daughter to Conrade would have- 
ſaved him ſix thouſand pounds, yet the many ill 
conſequences which would probably have attended 
ſo diſproportionate a match now occurring to his 
mind, which before he had not thought upon, 
made him not only contented, but rejoiced, that 
this change of hands had happened ; and he could: 
not forbear kiſſing and hugging Florimel for being 
the chief author of it. n 


Every one now endeavouring to outvie the other 
in giving teſtimonies of their good humour, among 
the many gay and gallant things ſaid by Dorimon 
on this occaſion, he proteſted to keep his French 
cloaths as long as he lived, for a perpetual. 
Memento of the good they had done for him, 
and never wear them but on the anniverſary of 
that happy day which gave his dear Melanthe to 
his arms. On falling afterwards into ſome diſ- 
courſe concerning the oddneſs of the accident. 
Which had brought about a marriage ſo little 
ug . thought 
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thought of by either of the parties, yet fo agreeable" 
10 both, as well as to their friends, Muvcio ex- 
preſſed himſelf in this manner: N 
Murcio. I cannot help thinking that there is 
© ſomething peculiatly remarkable in this tranſ- 
© ation; and looks as if the hand of Heaven had 
directed the accormpliſtiment.” | 
Hlorimel. ] dare almoſt engage my own life for 
© the mutual happineſs of theirs : —therr humours 
© are fo exactly ſuited to each other, that neither 
of them is fit for any body elſe; and, now I con- 
© irderon it, am amazed, that in the long acquaint- 
+ ance they had together, this bufinefs never came 
© into either of their heads till chance put it there,” 
Dorimon. Nay, fiſter, I am now convinced, 
by the tranſport and the pleaſing flutter at my 
heart; on the offer Mufeio nrade of his daughter, 
that I was then paſfionately in love With her, 
tho“ Without Knowing it.“ | 
Aelhafithe, And if you had been as indifferent 
te me, as 1 then thought you were, I ſhould rot 
certainly have been fo ſoon and fo exfily perſuad- 
— of oe 
Murcio. Well, all things have happen'd for the 
beſt, and there is nothing now wanting to com- 
| © plete my ſatisfaction, but the clearing up Me- 
© lanthe's innocence to Conrade, ——1 ſhould be 
glad he were here.” 


G „ „ 6 


a „ 


Ln 


The word was ſcarce out of his mouth, when 2 
ſervant came into the room, and informed him, 
that the perfon he had mention'd was below; on 
which he ordered he ſhould be immediately in- 
troduced. The old gentleman, who had heard no- 
thing of what had happen'd, nor ſeen Murcio fince 
the converſation with him repeated in a former 
chapter, had been impatient to know the * 

; is 
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his propoſal to Dorimon; and finding he did not 
return to town as uſual, made him this viſit 


not advanced above half-way into the room, when 
Murcio preſented the bride and bridegroom to him; 
and told him he had been juſt wiſhing for him to 
congratulate the nuptials. Conrade endeavoured 
to compoſe himſelf enough to ſalute them with the 
accuſtom'd forms; but as he had not in his heart 
believed that Dorimon would be prevail'd upon to 
marry Melanthe, tho' he had advifed her father ta 
make the experiment, was ſo much ſurpriſed on 
finding the affair concluded, that he could not for- 
bear teſtifying it in his looks, as well as by crying 


Out, 5 n 
Canrade. What, married??? 5 8 9 
Florimel. Yes; ſir.— they are married. 
the indiſſoluble knot is tied; —— for which all 


due thanks be given to your fortunate. miſtake. 
Conrade. My miſtake, madam ? — pardon me 
© if I do not comprehend your meaning.“ 
Dorimon. I believe you do not, ſir; yet it is 
© to your miſtaking another for mie, that I am in- 
« debted for being put in poſſeſſion of a happineſs 
© which otherwiſe I muſt have ſolicited for a long 
< ſeries of tine, and perhaps at laſt never have ob- 
© tain'd:—1 do aſſure you, ſir, I never preſum'd to 
© entertain one with to the diſhonour of Melanthe, 
and was fleeping in my own bed when you ima- 
* gin'd me juft riſen, from her arms.” 75 
Murcio. He tells you nothing but the truth; 

* —he is innocent, ſo is Melanthe ; but here ſtands 
© her gallant ;—here is the author of this enigma.” 


In concluding theſe words, which he had utter'd 
with the moſt cbearful air, he patted Florimel up- 
en her cheek, and gently puſh'd her towards Con- 
rade; but that gentleman was now in ſuch a cob 

> 5 | ſternation, 
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at K K* EK, in order to gratify his curioſity. He had 
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ſternation, that he ſcarce knew where he was; 
much leſs had the power of diſtinguiſhing the ſenſe 
of any thing he either ſaw or heard, til] Florime}. 
related to him, in her ſprightly faſhion, every par- 
ticular of that ſtratagem which had occaſioned the- 
breaking off the intended match between him and 
Melanthe :—Murcio alfo, and Dorimon, averring. 

*the truth of what ſhe ſaid, he began at laſt to ſce 
clearly into. the whole affair ; — after which Me- 
lanthe, with a great deal of modeſty and ſweetneſs, 
addreſs'd herſelf te him in theſe terms: 


Melanthe. © I hope, fir, you will pardon. the 
* deception put upon you, as I was conſtrain'd to. 
« purfue fo extraordinay a method, to- avoid a 
© thing which, in the end, muſt have been no Jeſs 
© -difagreeable to you than to myſelf.— I ſh:]Þ 
always acknowledge my obligation for the gene- 
© rous offer your affection made; but love, fr, 18 
© not in our power; — if it were, my gratitude to- 
you, the conſideration of my own intereſt, and 
© the duty owing to my father, would certainly 
© have inſpired me with it.” e . 

Conrade, Say no more, ſweet lady, I am 
© aſhamed of my paſt folly, and only wiſh you 
© would exert all the influence you have over your 
< witty ſhe-gallant, not to expoſe this ſtory in 
print; I ſhould be ſorry, methinks, to fee my- 
* ſelf in a novel or play? g 

Florimel. No, no, fir, you need be under no 
© apprehenſions on that ſcore ;—— I would not, 
« for my. own fake, have the world know I put on 
< breeches, leſt my huſband, when 1 get one, 
© ſhould be afraid I would attempt to wear them 
2 of fo 1 


This reply of Florimel's ſet the whole company 


into 2 fit of laughter, and would doubtleſs oy 
x en 
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deen the occaſion of —_ pleaſant repartees, if 
the butler had not that inftant given them a ſum- 
mons to the, next room, where was a table ele- 
gantly ſpread with every thing ſuitable to the ſea- 
Jon; but as I could not partake of any of the 
delicacies I ſaw before me, I thought it beſt to 
leave the houſe; ſo accordingly I ſlipt out, pluck'd 
off my Belt, went into a boat, and ordered the 
waterman to row as faſt; as poſſible to London; 
where being arrived, I contented myſelf with ſuch 
fare as my own homely board afforded. Not many 
weeks had this adventure elapſed, before I heard 
that Florimel was married to a you gentleman 
whom for ſeveral years ſhe had loved, and by 
whom ſhe was equally beloved: my inſatiate 
curioſity, on this information led me to enquire 
into the hidden cauſe which had ſo long delayed 
the completion of their mutual wiſhes ; and by 
ways and means too tedious to be here inſerted, 
at laſt diſcovered it to be ſuch as attracted my 
higheſt eſteem and admiration. 


Dorimen had been a little extravagant in his 
equipage and way of living while on his travels ; 
her whole fortune lay in his hands ; and if call'd 
out, which in all probability would have been the 
caſe if ſhe had married, he mult have been obliged 
to mortgage ſome -part of his eftate for the pay- 
ment; — it was therefore to ſave her brother from 
ſo great an inconvenience, that this generous 
young lady had been deaf to all the ſolicitations 
of a beloved lover, and the ſoft pleadings of her 
own heart, till Melanthe's fortune coming into 
the family, removed the only impediment to her 
withes, Thus, by the moſt unſeen, undreamt-of 

means, does Providence diſpoſe every thing for the 
advantage of his favourites : Florimel, by her 
wit and contrivance to ferve her fair friend, with- 
| | | | out 
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aut propoſing the leaſt intereſt to herſelf, or even 
imagining ſhe could have any, not only brought 
about her brother's happineſs, but met her own 
reward in the accompliſhment 'of her felicity, 
Theſe two families live together in the moſt 
perfe& harmony; and Murcio, who is little leſs 
fond of Florimel than of his own daughter, paſſes 
moſt of his time among them: Conrade alſo is 
extremely intimate with both, infomuch that it 
is thought he will, at his deceaſe, divide a good 
part of his large fortune between them. ; 


END. of the SECOND: BOOK. 
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EXTERN 


B O OK III. 


Ja kind of warning-bell ta the public, and gives 4 
melancholy, tha" tos common proof, that a perſon. in 
endeavouring by unjuſ? or imprudent meaſures . 19 

avoid. falling into an imaginary misfortune, is fre- 
quently liable to bring on e fectually what might otber- 
wiſe never have happened, 3 


F all the paſſions which diſtract the human 
mind, there 1s none more pernicious in its 
quality, or more dreadful in its conſequences, than. 
Jealouſy ;—it is looked upon, indeed, as the moſt. 
certain proof of a ſtrong and violent affection; 
yet it is ſuch a proof as no one would wiſh to ex- 
perience, as it infallibly involves the beloved ob- 
ject in a variety of 1 whether innocent or 
guilty ; nor is the perſon poſſeſs d of this raging 
Fury leſs wretched : fo juſt are theſe words of 
„„ © ne HR9T 57 N | 
50 O Jea- 
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O Jealouſy ! thou raging ill, » | 

Why haſt thou found a place in lovers hearts? 

Alfflicting what thou can'ſt not kill, 

And poiſoning love himſelf with his own darts > 


And as the inimitable Shakeſpear yet more em - 
phatically, in my opinion, expreſſes it: 


O what damn'd minutes tells he o'er, 
Who doats, yet doubts ; ſuſpects, yet ſtrongly loves! 


But as jealouſy frequently takes poſſeſſion of the 
ſoul by almoſt imperceptible degrees, the following 
little nartative may ſerve as an antidote againſt its 
poiſon; and warn every one, married perſons eſpe- 
cially, not to give way to its firſt attacks, leſt it 


ſhould be in time wholly ſubdued by it. 


Cleora had from her very infancy been promiſed 
in marriage to the ſon of a neighbouring gentle- 
man, about three years older than herſelf ; an in- 
clination for her intended huſband grew up with 
her years; nor was his affection leſs tender for her, 
who he expected would one day be his wife; but 
when the innocent pair became ripe for the conſum- 
mation of their mutual wiſhes, an unhappy diſpute 
happened between their parents, which entirely 
broke off the match at once, and they were forbid 
to ſee each other any more, As I was not at that 
time acquainted with either of the lovers, I cannot 
pretend to deſcribe what their young hearts ſuſ- 
tained in this cruel ſeparation ; — it was doubtleſs 
very grievous to them both at firſt ; _— but ab- 
ſence, and a variety of amuſements, provided for 
them by their reſpective parents, in order to diſ- 
ſipate their chagrin, by degrees wrought the deſir'd 
effects: — Leander, for ſo he was call'd, grew one 
of the gayeſt men about the town; and Cleora Was 
ſo far wean'd from the remembrance of him, 5 | 

| Ihe 


— 


at 


have been his fate. 


aſk that bleſſing, and endeavour to acquire i in 
_ vain indulgent Fortune laviſhes her whole to 
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ſhe obey'd her father without reluctance in receiv- 


ing the addreſſes of Ariſtus, who, after the neceſſary 
forms of courtſhip, became her huſband. - ++; -- 


Few nuptials gave a greater promiſe of felicity 
—the births, the fortunes of the wedded pair were 
equal; — their ages perfectly agreeable : —ſhe was 
not quite nineteen, and he no more than five and 
twenty : ſhe was a very lovely woman, he a 


moſt graceful man. — He had ador'd her to ſo ro- 
mantic a height, that it was thought, if he had not 


obtain'd her, a dagger or a bowl of poiſon mult 
She treated him with all 
the tenderneſs that could be expected from a virtu- 
ous woman by a reaſonable man : they were, 
in the firſt months of their marriage, the envy 
and admiration of as many as knew them, — But, 
alas, how uncertain is the date of human happi- 
neſs ! —When Heaven is not pleaſed to beſtow on 
us a contented mind, I mean, when we do not 


f 
bounties on us: we repine amidſt our plenty, en- 


joy nothing we poſſeſs, and are wretches becaule 


we will be ſo. „ 15120 

The bridal houſe, ſo lately the theatre of joy and 
pleaſure, ſoon became the cell of gloomy ſullenneſs 
and black deſpair ; — the eyes of the beautiful 
Cleora were frequently ſeen red with weeping; — 
the ceaſed to appear at any public place, and re- 


ceived very little 2 at home; while on the 


brow of the once chearful gay Ariſtus now lower'd 
a heavy melancholy, and all the indications of a 
deep inward grief. Every one ſaw the change, 
but none Do preſently diſcern the cauſe : it could 
not however long be kept a ſecret; the ſervants 
who waited immediately on their perſons were the 

Vo L. J. 5 ö =o firſt 


- 
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firſt who diſcover'd it: . theſe reported it to the 
others, and they fail'd not to whiſper it to as many 
as they were acquainted with, — that their maſter 
was prodigiouſly jealous of his lady. | 


The firſt tokens he gave of this frenzy, as I 
have been ſince inform'd, was to debar Cleora 
from going to the opera, the play, the maſquerade, 
and all routs and aſſemblies, all which places ſhe 
had been accuſtomed to frequent : — ſhe obeyed 
him, notwithſtanding, without murmur or repin- 
ing; and told him, with a great deal.of ſweet- 
neſs, that if thoſe diverſions were infinitely dearer 
to her than ever they had been, ſhe would readily 
ſacrifice all the pleaſure ſhe took in them, to that 
of teſtifying her love and duty to him. Not con- 
tented with this, he proceeded farther, and forbad 
her to make any viſits without him, except to his 
mother, who lived but in the next ſtreet ;<-— and 
then to Jet him know, that he might meet her 
there, and bring her home.—Hard as this injunc- 
tion ſeemed to her, ſhe complied with it, being re- 
folved, if poſſible, to chace from his mind all thoſe 
ideas ſhe found he had conceived in prejudice of her 
diſcretion, and convince him that ſhe regarded no- 
thing ſo much as his ſatisfaction. 


What more could woman do, or man expect? 
yet all was nct enough to make this jealous 
huſband eaſy, — Whenever they were abroad to- 

_ gether, if any gentleman happened to be in com- 
pany, the leaſt gallant thing ſaid to her, or com- 
plaiſance returned to it by her, immediately ſet the 
worm within his brain a madding, and made him, 
on their coming home, reproach her in terms very 
unbecoming in him to make uſe of, and difficult 
for her to bear with patience; — yet, * 
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he ſtill loved her, loved her to an exceſs 


but, as the poet ſays, | 


No figns of love in jealous men remain, 
But that which ſick men have of life, their pain. 


This behaviour of Ariſtus engroſſed much of the 
converſation of the town, and various were the 
conjectures paſſed upon it : ſome highly blamed 
him ;—others were apt-to imagine there had really 
been ſome imprudence on the part of Cleora ; and 
not a few there were among her own ſex, who, 
hating her for thoſe very perfections which ought 
to have excited their eſteem, ſcrupled not to pro- 
nounce her guilty of every thing ſhe could be ſuſ- 
pected of. 


Much was this lady to be pitied — deprived of 
all thoſe pleaſures to which her youth had been at- 
cuſtomed, —ill- treated by her hutband, — cenſured 
by her acquaintance, and ſecluded from the ſociety 
of thoſe who might have found means of diverting, 
if not wholly ditlipating her melancholy, To add 
to her misfortunes, ſhe had no friend near her to 
whom ſhe might complain; — her father being a 
widower, had broke up houſe-keeping ſoon after 
her marriage, and was retired with an intent to 
paſs: the remainder of his days with her elder ſiſter, 
who was ſettled in a far diſtant county ; ſo that the 
only perſon from whom ſhe received any conſola- 

tion was Miſs Lucia, the ſiſter of Ariſtus, a young 
lady of great good · nature, and who believing her 
truly innocent, uſed her utmoſt endeavours to put 


all chimeras to her prejudice out of her brother's 
head. a ; iS | 
The diſcourſes which continually filled my ears ' 
s about this family, and the different opinions the 
0 | world had of the manner of their living together, 
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ade me reſolve to have recourſe to my Inviſibility, 
in order to diſcover which was in the right. Ac- 
cordingly I went one day, equipt as uſual with wy 
Belt and Tablet, to make a viſit at their houſe :— 
5 Ariſtus was abroad; but I found Cleora ſitting in a 
ww very penſive poſture in her drefling-room. I had 
we: not been there above two minutes before her foot- 
wt man came in and preſented her with a letter, which 
. he told her was left for her by a porter, who ſaid 
we. it required no anſwer, and was gone, | 


NBER. Ir ir roi rr Wt OT 2 War: 


1.0% TI muſt confeſs, that on hearing this, I was guilty 
143 .of great injuſtice to Cleora, and began to be ap- 
9 prehenſive that her huſband's ſuſpicions were found- 
_ 18 ed on too ſolid reaſons; but I was ſoon aſhamed 
a of my raſh judgment, when flipping behind her 
chair, and looking over her ſhoulder as ſhe read, I 
us. perceived the letter was from Miſs Lucia, and con- 
. tain'd theſe lines: | | 
: © DEAR SISTER, F 
WE : © Worps cannot expreſs how greatly I am 
AN . © troubled on finding myſelf obliged to ſend this 
-< inſtead of waiting on you in perſon ;—be aſſured 
I love and value your converſation as 1 ought, 
| and {hall no leſs ſuffer in being deprived of it, 
1 Heaven knows for how long a time, than you 
1 will do in the knowledge of the cauſe: — ſome 
idle ſtories, of which, I dare believe, my bro- 
« ther's unhappy caprice has been the ſole occaſion, 
have zeach'd the ears of my mamma, and made 
her think it improper for me to be ſeen with you, 
o 
8 
6 


while the world continues to judge of you in the 
|} manner at does at preſent : — ſhe heard of your 
_ . meſſage to me, and ſtrictly forbid me to obey 
- the ſummons ;j——— you know too well, my dear 
< Cleora, what duty is owing from a child to a 
parent, and alſo how much my father's will on 

Pp | | 6 leit 
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- left me in her power, to reſent the painful proof I 
© now give of my obedience to her. — I wiſh,. 
for my own fake as well as yours, that ſhe, my 
brother, and every one that knows us, were as 
well convinced as myſelf, of your perfect inno- 
cence; but, till that happy time arrives, mult - 
content myſelf with the memory of the many 
happy hours we have paſſed together, and the 
hopes of many more yet to.come, when once the 
« horrid cloud which now ſeparates us is removed. 
© — Farewel, — that Heaven may ſend you com- 
fort under your preſent affliction, and ſpeedily. 
« relieve you from it, ſhall be the conſtant prayer 
© of her, who is, with the greateſt ſincerity, 


« Your moſt affectionate ſiſter, 


„„ 


A a aA & X „ 3A 


_ Scarce had ſhe gone through half this epiſtle be- 
fore her countenance betrayed the effect it pro- 
duced ; diſdain, rage, grief, ſeemed now to have 
united all their force to raiſe a tempeſt in her mind, 
which immediately broke forth in theſe and the 
like exclamations :—* Deprived of my poor Lucia 

© t00, —— and on ſo ſhocking a pretence! Good 
Heaven, for what unknown crime of mine, or. 
of my anceſtors, am I link'd into ſuch a family? 
— Mother and ſon alike unjuſt, ungrateful, baſe, 
tyrannic !—Have I renounced all the gay amuſe- l 1 
ments of life, ſubmitted my temper: to the wil} | 
of an imperious huſband, and made it my whole | 
ſtudy to oblige him, to meet at laſt with this un- 

generous, this barbarous return ?- My virtue. 

ſuſpected, my reputation traduced, and my con- 

verſation ſhunn'd as a diſgrace ! — Oh, *tis too 


much, too much for human patience to- 
© ſuſtain !? | 
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Many other expreſſions of-the fame nature did 
her paſſion vent, till at laſt, recollecting the re- 
queſt Lucia had made in the poſtſcript of her let- 
ter, ſhe ſnatched it haſtily from off her toylet, and 
thruſt it into the fire, ſaying at the ſame time, — 
Poor Lucia, however, mult not ſuffer for her 
« friendſhip to me.“ 


Ariſtus being returned home, was that inſtant 
coming up ſtairs, which being oppoſite to the room 
where Cleora was, and the door open, he had an 
opportunity of ſeeing this laſt action, though not of 
hearing the words which accompany'd it : —— he 
flew like lightning to the chimney, in order to ſave 
the paper, not doubting but it contained ſomething 
that might add freſh fuel to his jealouſy ; but, 
nimble as he was, the flames were yet more quick, 
and left not the leaſt part of what he ſo much 
wanted unconſumed This diſappointment, joined 
with what he had ſeen Cleora do, ſo much in- 
flamed him, that looking on her with eyes ſpark- 
liag with indignation he ſaluted her with this 


reproach ; / 


Ariſius. I perceive, madam, you will be til! 
© too cunning for me: had I come a moment 
© ſooner, I might perhaps have diſcovered enough 
in that paper to have filenced all your future 
© boaſtings of virtue and fidelity.” | 

Cleera. Oh, fir, you need be under no ap- 
© prehenſions on that ſcore ; — the continuance of 
© your baſe ſuſpicions deſerves not that I ſhould be 
* at any pains to undeceive you.” "> 2 

Ariſtus. No, *twould be inb ain; too 
© well I know you; nor can you. are you 
now attempt to juſtify yourſelf, after the glaring 
proof I have received of your infidelity,” © * 

Cleora. What proof? 


FP 


Ariſins, 


R 8 
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Ariſtus. That paper, perfidious woman; 
—— that paper, whoſe aſhes, could they ſpeak, 
would riſe up in judgment againſt you. 


Cleora. This is madneſs, or ſome new pretext 
« to uſe me ill. — Pray what can the molt i injuri- 


* ous of your imaginations ſuggeſt on the CP 
© of a bit of paper? N 


fa a a a A A A 6A a $6 


K A «a „ 


© by Heaven. my ſword 
Cleora. Do, —kill me, — it is the only act of 
* kindneſs you can ſhew, and all I now wiſh to- 
. 


+ 
o 
C. 


Ariſtus. Did I not obſerve your countenance 


while throwing the lewd ſcrawl into the fire? 


Did not your gloating eyes purſue it as you would 


the fellow from whom it came ? — Were not all 
the marks of guilt and confufion on your cheeks 


on my approach? — But this is not all; — I was 
told below that you had jult received a letter by 


a porter: — anſwer to that, thou hypocrite | — 


Does it become a married woman of your rank 


and circumſtances, to receive letters brought by 
ſuch meſſengers ?* 


Cleora. * A married woman 18 rather, a 


married wretch; for ſuch are all who have huſ- 
©. bands like Ariftus.' 


Ariſtus. Still you evade the queſtion; but if | 
you would not deſerve to be the wretch you call 


yourſelf, be once ſincere, and tell me from 
which of your pretended admirers that letter 
came.“ 


Cleora. From none.“ 


Ariſtus. Perhaps then ſome female agents, — 


ſome ſly promoter of your amorous intrigues : —- 
but no equivocations ; — explain the whole, or 


receive froi you.“ 

Ariſtus.. So daring in your erimes, abandon'd 
creature but get out of my ſight this moment, 
leſt I be indeed provok'd. to do a.deed I might 
hereafter. repent « os." 
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Cleara. Monſter !—but to quit your preſence is 
© acommand I ſhall always be ready to obey.” “. 


It was with an unſpeakable haughtineſs that 
1— Cleora utter'd theſe words as ſhe flung out of the 
room. I am apt to believe, by the amazement 
Ariſtus now appear'd in, that this was the firſt 
time ſhe had ever teſtified: any great marks of re- 
ſentment for his ill- treatment of her: — he ſtood 
for ſome moments in a profound reſverie, and when 
be came out of it, lifted up his hands and eyes 
to Heaven, ſaying, Good God, nothing but the 
* molt perfect innocence, or the moſt conſuminate 
«guilt, could inſpire a woman with ſo much bold- 
* neſs. 1 know not what to think.“ Then fold- 
ing his arms, again ſeem'd loſt in meditation; 
which having indulged awhile, the ſubject of it 
» burſt out in theſe words: © If ſhe were innocent, 
V he refore ſhould ſhe conceal] from me the contents 
of that curſed letter? No, — *tis too plain ſhe is 
guilty. — In vain would my fond neart, that ſtill 
doats on her, find excuſes for her behaviour; — 
yet it would be ſome eaſe to be convinced but 
it is impoſſible, — ſhe has too much art. How 
true, O Dryden, are thy words! | 


HENS i 


Falſe women to new joys Rs can move, 
There are no prints left in the paths of love: 
All other goods by public marks are known; 
But this, we moſt deſire to keep, has none. 


After this he walk'd ſeveral times 5 

: and forwards in the room, then ran haſtily down 

ſtairs, as I imagined, in ſearch of Cleora : but 

finding he did not, and went out of the houſe, [ 

allo left it too, haviog an engagement of my own 
that Evening, 


CH A P. 
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CHA P. II. 


In which the reader is requeſled to expect no more 
than a continuation of the ſame narrative begun in 
the preceding chapter. _ | ; 


Tx - 


T HE diftreſs in which I left. Cleora, and the 
knowledge I now had of her innocence, 
very much affected me, and I muſt either have 


changed my nature, or have loft that happy gift of 


Inviſibility, which enabled me to diſcover almoſt 
every thing, not to have flown the next morning 
to the houſe of Ariſtus, in order to inform myſelf 


what effects the converſation of the preceding night 
had produced. | truly pitied the unhappy pair; for 


though Ariſtus was unjuſt and cruel in his ſufpi- 


cions, yet I plainly ſaw he ſuffered no leis in his 
own mind than what he inflicted on his much in- | 


jured wife;;——eſpecia})y when I reflected that he 


was not guilty through a want of affection for her, 


but a too violent exceſs of it; as is obſerved by one 
of our beſt Engliſh poets : 


ſ The greater care the nigher paſſion ſhews; 
We hold that deareſt we moſt fear to loſe. 


Indeed I foon found, how much more than 1 
could even have imagined, this offending huſband | 


deſerved my commiſeration: he was abroad, and 
Cleora not yet riſen from hey bed, When I mace 
my viſit, which, as near as 1 — Was 
ſomewhat paſt eleven o'clock : ——xefolved, how- 


ever, not to loſe my labour entirely, I had re- 


courſe for intelligence to the tattlers of the kitchen, 


whom, according to my with, I found buſy in 
diſcourſe on the very point I wanted. Some 
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took the part of their maſter, ſome of their 
lady; and upon the whole, I found that a ſecond 
quarrel having enſued after Ariſtus came home, 
Cleora had refuſed either to ſup or ſleep with him; 
but lay in a bed ſhe had ordered to be prepared for 
her in another room; on which he went not to his 
own, but had continued the whole night walking 
about the houſe, and behaved like a man totally 
 Ceprived of reaſon ; and that when morning came 

he went out. 


On a ſudden, hearing the footman ſay that his 
maſter knock*d at the ſtreet-door, I followed as faſt 
as I could, being more curious to ſee how Ariſtus 
would behave, than to hear what would be the 
iſſue of the conteſt between the ſervants. Accord- 
ingly I got cloſe in the corner of an arch while he 
paſſed by, and could ſee nothing in his countenance 
of that ferocity the ſervants had been deſcribing : 
— on the contrary, a perfect compoſure ſeemed to 
me to fit upon all his features, and left not the leaſt 
traces of diſſatisfaction. I attended him to the 
chamber, which Cleora had made choice of for her 
repoſe, if it were poſſible for her to take any, the 
preceding night. He knock'd gently at the door; 
but finding it not readily open'd, retired and went 
into the dining- room, where he called a ſervant, 
and bid him ſeek his wife's waiting-maid, and 
order her to come immediately to him. The young 
woman preſently appeared, though I eaſily diſcern'd 
not without ſome tremor of the nerves, expecting, 
perhaps, to participate in the effects of her maſter's 
diſpleaſure : — her countenance, however, grew 
more aſſured when he ſpoke in the moſt courteous. 
accents, ſaying, ö | 


Ariftus. Is your lady awake yet, Mrs. Betty 7 
- Waiting-Maid. « Yes, fu,” ja 
Srl e Ariſtus, 
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 Friſlus, * Then. let her know. I. am ready for 
« breakfaſt, and aſk if ſhe will. have the tea ſerved. 
© where ſhe is, or in her. own: drefſing-room. as. 
© uſual;? 1 

She ſaid no more, and after making: a Tow curtſ 
went out of the room, very much ſurpriſed at this 
ſudden turn, as indeed was I, after what Lhad ſeen: 
and heard; nor was able to determine as yet, whe-- 
ther the extraordinary complaiſance he ſhewed was: 
real or affected: — I was ſoon convinced, however, 
when the maid. returned. with. this anſwer. to his. 


meſlage :: 


Waiting» Maid. Sir, my lady deſires to be ex- 
& cuſed ; — ſhe has got a violent head ache, and 
6 begs not to be diſturbed.” e 
Ariſtus. Tell her I bring her news that will. 
8. make her well;,. no, hold, — I will/ go 
© myſelf.: WF 


1 0 
bo 


With theſe laſt words he flew. to: the chamber, 
and puſhing open the door, which was now un- 
locked, found his wife fitting in a very melancholy. 
and dejected. poſture :.— ſhe ſtarted up at ſight of 
him, and without giving him leave to: ſpeak, ac-- 
_ coſted him in theſe terms: | e 
Cleora. Tis hard that no part of a houſe, of 
< which L am flattered. with the- name of miſtreſs, 
can protect me from the inſults of a man who, 
« certainly. married. me with no other vie than to- 
make me miſerable. e 
Ariſtus. Oh ſay not. ſo; I will ſoon: con- 
© vince you to the contrary. ; — nor ſhall you ever: 
more have cauſe: to fly the preſence of Ariſtus: 
2 I own:I have been to blame; have ſaid and 


« done a. thouſand things that 1 am aſliamed to- 
TE n < think 


-* 
; 
if 
15 
; 
. 
> 


by 
\ 
0 0 
A 
. 
- 
N 
iy 


— rs 


0 ao — n 


= : — : 
— — . f . l ogy. = 
— — ET * a 0 
- — — — * a 4. — K - — 
x 5 . — c 5 hs, WS nad? £4 **, ay! T0. l * 
3 vey My 7 - +4 > wav * OY nnn n * 5 * * — 
= = ; . i I I > Sb 1 n * . — — —— — 
Ml” Py”. 2 
= 8 n 1 1 „ . — "Ls FE 7 Nn a 
- * a — * 
* 


= Jaane. Rag 


_ 4 


— - 
— — 


88 
— 


18 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


think on. But why, my dear Cleora, did you 
e maiſe my paſſion to that guilty height? Why 
£$ donceal from me the author and contents of the 
jetter which gave me ſo much pain? 
Cleora, It would be eaſy for me to juſtify my 
refuſal,” _ 
Afriſtun. I be it modal, my angel, full well 
© I know it would; but I am now let into the 
+ ſecret without your being guilty of a breach of 
* * ſripadfivp. to oblige me.” 
. Cleora. .. „What is it you mean, Aziſtus.| ? 
| Alu. I have been this morning at my mo- 
© ther's, where ſpeaking of our unhappy quarrel, 
and the motive of it, my ſiſter immediately 
changed countenance, and after vindicating yo. r 
conduct with the utmoſt vehemence, and fevere 
* condemning mine, confeſs'd that it was herſelf 
that had ſent that letter to you by a porter, and 
had defired you to burn it as ſoon as tad.” 
Cleora. Dear Lucia! —oh that the brother 
had the ſiſter's temper P 
- Ariſins. + Brother and ſiſter are equally ddwbted 
to you :—if Lucia were Ariſtus, the would do as 
Ariſtus does; and if Ariſtus were Lucia, he 
would act like Lucia: — the difference of ſexes 
makes all the difference in our ſentiments or be- 
haviour :---her's is a tender friendſhip : mine a 
raging love, which, while happy in your poſſeſſion, 
trembles at even the moſt diſtant poſſibility of 
ever being leſs fo.” 
Cleora. * Can it be love that ſuſpects my virtue ?* 
Ariſius. By Heaven, my cooler moments have 
never ſet you cown as capable of wronging me, 
or diſhonouring yourſclf; but when paſſion rages 
in the ſoul, rea ſon has little government over our 
thoughts or words. I know I have been much 
to blame :---but, oh! Cleora, forgive a fault oc- 
caſioned only by an en of fondneſs. So dear 
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I prize you, that I envy the very air that breathes 
« upon your lips, and wiſh to grow for ever there, 
and keep out all intruders.” _ | 5 
Cleora. But do you confider how wretched 
* this cauſeleſs jealouſy has made me? 0 
Ariſtus. Yes, and could tear out my heart for 
having ever harboured the leaſt unjuſt ſuſpicion 
of you; yet have J ſuffered torments much greater 
than was in my power to inflict. _—— Could you 
be ſenſible of the agonies I felt during this laſt 
whole crue] night, you muſt, you would forgive 

and pity me" 1 1 

Cleara. Mine have not been lefs ; --- yet could 
I forget all, had my reputation been untouched by 
your ill: uſage :---but you now know the purport 
of your fiſter's letter; and can you think it poſ- 
ſible for me to ſupport, with patience, the bein, 
looked upon by your kindred as a diſgrace to the 
family I am come among??? ; 
Ariſtus. Think not fo, my dear Cleora ; --- 
my ſiſter was always aſſured of your innocence, 
and a ſtrenuous vindicator of every thing you did; 
my mother never thought worſe than that ſome 
little inadvertencies in your conduct had wrought 
me up to the follies I have been guilty of, which 
ſhe has juſt now ſeverely chid me for : --- they 
will both wait on you this afternoon, and give 
you all the proofs in their power of the fincere 
reſpect and tenderneſs they have for you.' 

Cleora. Well, Ariſtus, if I could be certain 
that this was the laſt trial you would make of my 
good- nature, I might perhaps endeavour to think 
no more on what is palt.* 

Ariftus. If ever 1 fall back into my former 
errors, deſpiſe me,--- hate,---think me the worſt 
of men: no, be affured I am too much aſham'd 
of what I have been, ever to be the like again; 
and as a proof of the perfect confidence 1 now 

| = have 
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have in you, henceforward keep what company 
< you pleaſe, I ſhall preſcribe no rules for your con- 
duct, I ſhall leave all to yourſelf, and be ſatisfied: 
that all you do is right.” 3 

Cleora. | ſhall take the leſs liberty for your 
granting me ſo much : - but if you ſhould re- 
© lapſe, remember what a certain celebrated author. 
© of our ſex ſays on this occaſion ; | 


We women to ourſelves this juſtice owe, 
'That thoſe who think us falſe ſhould find us fo. 


She ſpoke this with ſo enchanting a ſmile, that 
Ariſtus, though not yet quite ſure that what he did: 
would be agreeable, could not forbear catching her 
in bis arms, and holding her for ſome time lock'd: 
in the moſt ſtrict embrace; then letting her 
Jaoſe, and looking on her with the extremeſt ten- 
derneſs, cry'd, | 

Ariſius. * Do you then forgive me?“ 
Cleora, © I do.“ 


With theſe words ſhe threw her ſnowy arms. 
about his neck, put her face cloſe to his, returning. 
all the endearments he had juſt before given her ;— 
after which, that is, as ſoon as the tranſport he: 
was in would give him leave to ſpeak, he ſaid, 


Alriſius. My for ever ador'd Cleora,. depend: 

upon it, that the whole ſtudy of my life ſhall be- 
© to requite this goodneſs,” | 

leera. Treat me but as my actions deſerve, 

. * --- I aſk. no. more: -- but come, let us go to- 
« breakfaſt.” 5 


— nn 


With this they went arm in arm into the next 
room, where Mrs. Betty and the tea equipage 
waited their approach. I now left this once more 
happy pair to enjoy the ſweets of their reconcilia- 
| | tion; 
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tion; and as I doubted not but the contrition of 
Ariſtus would be laſting, as by many indications 
I had reaſon to think it was ſincere, expected not 
that any future events, worthy the attention of an 
Inviſible Spy, would happen to call me to their 
houſe again, But, unhappily for the perſons con- 
cerned in it, a very few days after convinced me 
how little I was endowed with the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy; and alſo, that when once the fatal fire of 
jealouſy has got poſſeſſion of the mind, tho? it may 
lie dormant for a while, yet the leaſt wafting of a 
feather, or even a ſhadow, is ſufficient to give it 
motion, and kindle the ſmothered, embers into a 
blaze, = | ; | | 

I was loitering one morning in the Park, the air 
was ſerene and not cold, the time of year con- 
ſidered, for it was then November. — Few people 


being there, I had an opportunity of indulging con- 


templation with the wonders of nature, which even 
in the moſt barren ſeaſon afford matter to attract our 
admitation, and was almoſt loſt in thought, when 
| was ſuddenly rouſed from it by the appearance of 
Cleora, who, in a rich genteel diſhabille, came 
tripping down the walk, and after looking two or 
three times round her, ſeated herſelf on a bench 
juſt oppoſite to St. James's-houſe. My ſurpriſe 
to find a lady of her rank alone in that place, ſtopp'd 
my farther progreſs, and engaged me to draw near 
her, in order to obſerve whether chance or any par- 
ticular motive had brought her hither. In leſs time 
than the taking a pinch of ſnuff would laſt, Ariſtus. 
came as: from the palace; — he ſaw his wife at a. 
diſtance, croſs d over, and came to her, ſaying, 


Ariſtus. © What. are you. here, my dear, and 


alone? 
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Clecra. You ſee I am, but did not expect to 
© be picked up by a gentleman this morning — We 
are well met, however, and if you have no bu- 
< fineſs that requires | haſte, ſhould he glad you 
'© would give me your company while I ſtay, 1 which 
< will not be long.” 
Afriſius. With all my heart. —— I was only 
going to the coffee-houſe ; and in return for my 
< complaiſance, you ſhall tell me by what accident 
I find you here thus unguarded.* | 
Cleora. Can one be unguarded where there are 
ſo many ſoldiers ? — But you muſt know I have 
been among the ſhops. at Charing-Croſs, and 
made a great many purchaſes ; ; I choſe to 
walk over the Park: — I had William with me, 
but as I knew the ſentry would not ſuffer him to 
paſs through with the things, I fent him home 
the other way: — when I came hither, I found 
the air ſo extremely pleaſant, that I was tempted 
to fit down and enjoy a little of it, eſpecially as I 
found nobody here that I thought would take 
notice of me : and now you have the whole 
hiſtory of my morning” s tranſactions.” 
Arrius. A very conciſe one: — but ſuppoſe, 
< my dear, you had met, with any of the Bucks, 
the Bloods, or the Buffs, how Souls you have 
« eſcap'd eit attacks? 
Cleora. Why, I ſhould have ſet my arms a- 
© kimbo, and looked as fierce as they; thoſe ſort 
© of quires are never bold but to the fearful.” 


GK K A GH M aA W M M KR 2A 


Finding, by their talking together in in this gay 
manner, that they continued in perfect good 
humour with each other, I thought I had no 
buſineſs to be an eves-dropper any longer, and 
was going to quit the place where I had ſtood, 
when, juſt as I had taken it into my, head ta 
do ſo, two gentlemen came down the walk, 


One 
4 
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one of whom, in paſſing uy the bench, ſtopped 
ſhort, looked earneſtly at Cleora, ſtarted, made a 
low bow, and then went on: ſhe returned 
the ſalute, but with a confuſion impoſſible to be. 
expreſſed ; — ſhe bluſhed, — ſhe trembled through 
every joint, — her fan fell out of her hand, and 
ſhe was ready to ſink down upon the feat: A 
leſs obſerving huſband than Ariſtus muſt have 
taken notice of this ſudden change; but the alarm 
it gave his jealous heart was ſuch as compell'd 
him to be ſpeechleſs for ſome moments: — Cleora 
in vain endeavoured to recompoſe herſelf ; all the 
efforts ſhe made to ſuppreſs or to conceal her agita- 
tions rendered them but the more violent, and' 
conſequently the more viſible. — Ariſtus at laſt 
broke ſilence with theſe words: 5 
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Ariſtus. © You ſeem diſordered, madam :— the 
© ſight of theſe gentlemen has had a ſtrange effect 
upon you.” | | 
Cleora. * 1 was alittle ſurpriſed at the ſight of one 
© of thein ; but that is not all, —I am not well.“ 
Ariſtus. ] ſee you are not either in mind or 
* body ; — my coming was unlucky. Had I been 
* abſent, you would doubtleſs have retained your 
former gaiety ; but this is no place to expatiate 
on the cauſe of your diſorder I will get one of 
« the ſoldiers to call a chair, — tis fit you ſhould = 
go home.“ 2 - 
He waited not to hear what anſwer ſhe would 
make, but rofe haſtily up, and ſpoke to one who - 
was not upon duty; — the fellow ran to do as he 
was deſired, and preſently returned with a chair. 
while he was gone, Cleora had recovered. herſelf” 
enough to ſay to Ariſtus,—* I perceive you are be- 
ginning to entertain ſentiments to my diſad- 
vantage but have ,patience till we get — 
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© and I ſhall eaſily make this matter clear.” As he 
was putting her into the chair, ſhe added, You 
© will follow preſently,” To which he reply'd, I 
© ſhall not be long after you; tho” I believe your 
« own meditations at this time will be more 


| © agreeable to you than the company of a huſ- 
« band.” & a 2 


I perceived very plainly, by the countenance of 
Ariſtus, that a ſtorm was gathering in his breaſt, 
Which I doubted not would break forth in thunder: 
I could not help being alſo of opinion, that there 
were fome appearances on the part of Cleora not 
much to her advantage; --- I thought, however, 
that the beſt way to form a true judgment of the 

accidents of that morning, were to ſee them when 
they were together ; ſo I forbore following either 
of them, and reſtrained my impatience till near the 
hour at which they uſually dined, as being the moſt 
likely time to find Ariſtus at home. On my coming 
to their houſe I found the door open, and a foot- 
man in a laced livery fitting on a bench in the hall, 
as waiting for an anſwer to ſome meſſage he brought; 
--- I went directly up to the dining room; --- no 
| perſon being there, I paſs'd on to Cleora's apart- 

ment, and found her writing at her bureau: a 
letter lay open before her, containing theſe lines: 


To CLEORA. 


9 MapAM, 


* I HEARD not of your marriage till ſome 
c weeks after it was conſummated ; and when 1 
< did, the hurry of my affairs, being then juſt going 
© to Paris, prevented my congratulating you upon 
it: I returned to England but three days ſince, and 
the firſt enquiry I made was concerning your 
health and place of abode; but the anſwers, = : 
6 ceive 


. 
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« ceived to theſe interrogatories were mingled with 
« ſome: other informations, which made me not 
« quite ſure that a viſit from me might not give 
© offence to that happy gentleman who is now 
© your huſband ; — I would not therefore take the 
: liberty.as waiting on you till 1 had firſt received 
« your permiſſion. —lt is a bleſſing I ardently long 
for; but, whether proper for you to grant or not, 
beg you will believe that J am, with an eſteem 
too juſtly grounded for change of circumitances 
to alter, „ 40 
- < Mapam, 
Tour moſt faithfully devoted, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 
OH LEAND ER.“ 


The anſwer given by Cleora to the above billet 
was as follows: 


« SIR, 8 
© THAT I ſtill retain a place in your remem- 
_ © brance demands my grateful acknowledgements, 
© and am ſorry to tell you, that it is at this diſtance 
only I can pay my thanks: — it is eaſy for me 
to gueſs of what nature the informations you men- 
tion have been, and think myſelf obliged fo far to 
confirm the truth of them, as to let you know 
the favour you intended me 1s wholly improper 
for me to receive; and to deſire you will attempt 
no future correſpondence of any kind, with her 
who is no longer miſtreſs of her actions, but who 
s muſt always preſerve in her heart the beſt wiſhes 
for your welfare. | CxxORA.“ 


Having ſeal'd this, ſhe call'd her maid Betty, and 
bid her deliver it to the man who waited for it ;— 
then took up Leander's letter, and read it two' or 
three times over to herſelf with very diſturbed emo- 
> OAT Th | | tions; 
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tions; — after which ſhe roſe haſtily from the pof- 
ture ſhe had been in; whether with a deſign to 
burn, or lay it carefully up, I cannot pretend to ſay, 
for her huſband that inftant flew into the room, and 
ſnatched it out of her hand; — ſhe ſhriek'd, and, 
in my opinion, very imprudently endeavoured to 
wreſt it from him ;—his ſtature as well as ſtrength 
being much ſuperior to hers, he held it at arm's 
length, and read the contents, in ſpite of all her 
weak efforts to hinder it. Which done, he clapp'd 
it into his pocket, ſtamp'd, bit his lips, meaſured 
the room with wild «unequal paces, — ſtill as he 
turned, darting revengeful glances at thetremblin 
Cleora: — theſe and other ſuch-like frantic gel- 


tures introduced the following dialogue between 
them ;* 


Cleera. What is there in that letter can have 
© moved you thus? | 

Ariſius, Was it not ſent by him whoſe ſight 
© this morning threw you into ſuch diforder?? 
Cleora. I ü was a little ſurpriſed at the ſudden 
© appearance of a perſon I had not ſeen for a long 
time; but know not: that the diforder I was in 
proceed from chat cauſm 521 £11, 7 
Ariſtus. He knew it did, and I ſuppoſe ſent 
£ you this by way of conſolation.?! | 

Cleora. © You put an odd interpretation on his 
© wordsas well as on my looks. Is this, Ariſtus, the 
« effect of all thoſe promiſes you ſo lately made ?* / 

Ariſtus. When 1 made thoſe promiſes I was ſo 
c weak as to believe there was a poſſibility of your 
© being faithful: — but I am now convinced of 
< what you are ;—know that you are the moſt vile 
© of women, and I the molt accurſed of men.“ 
Cleorꝶm Lou make yourſelf, indeed, the one, 
by your unjuſt ſuſpieions; but no action of mine 
fall ever prove I am the other.? 4 
8 Ariſtus. 


* 
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Ariſtus. * Death and furies! — did I not meet 
4 the villain's ſervant WR a letter Om you in his 
„ hand?” 


.. Cleora.' ® Suppoſe you did, —1 wrote to forbid | 
© his dy, hither. 


Ariſius. Yes, and no doubt to appoint a place 
more convenient.” | 

Cleora. Tis falſe; nor would the man 
« whom your ſuſpicions wrong me with, harbour 
a thought to the prejudice either of my virtue or 
my reputation, No, if you had half his ho- 
0 nout, or his love, I ſhould not be the wretch 1 
am.“ 

Ariſtus. Then you confeſs he Joves you? 

Cleora. * He loved me once, and tho' Heaven 
< thought fit to break off our intended union, I 
© believe he ſtil] preſerves an eſteem for me.” 
Ariflus. * And you for him. Hell and ven- 
geance | — Dare you avow this to my face? — 
Have I then only the leavings, the refuſe of a 
< beloved rival ?—audacious ſtrumper | to oft 


4 


In ſpeaking this he ſtruck her ſo ent a bi, 
over the face, that the blood guſhed from her noſe 
and mouth; on which ſhe cry'd out: Villain! 
— there wanted but this to prove the baſeneſs 
of thy abject ſoul ! — but think not the name 
s dis wife alt make me tamely bear ſuch uſa 
— no, if the laws of England ſhould refuſe me 
Jie, I will fly to the Temoteſt corner of the 
© earth, and ſeek refuge among the leſs barbarous 


c Hottentots, rather than live beneath the roof _ 
0 en A monker..- | 


How Ariſtus wats hula behspad on this is un- 
certain; a ſervant that moment entered the room, 
and told him that a gentleman, who it ſeems he had 
ſent for that morning upon buſineſs, was now come 


to 
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to wait upon him. Whatever was in the mind of 
this diſtracted huſband, he had no farther opportu- 
nity of ſhewing it at preſent; and only giving a fu- 
rious look at Cleora, and muttering fone inarticu- 
late curſes between his teeth as he went out, left 
her to ruminate on what was paſt. She no ſooner 
found herſelf alone, than ſhe rung the bell for her 
maid, who appeared quite frighted on ſeeing her 
lady in ſuch a condition: —— the girl's exclama- 
tions made her turn to the looking-glaſs, and the 
injury that had been done her, it is probable, gave 
ſtrength to her reſentment, and ſhe refolved to put 
in immediate execution what ſhe had threatened 
Ariſtus with doing. PE - 


Betty had lived with her before her marriage, and 
was no ſtranger to the love that had been between her 
and Leander: theenraged fair-one therefore ſcrupled 
not to make her the conhdante of the motive of this 
laſt quarrel with her huſband, and the intention ſhe 
had of quitting him for ever: — then, after conſi- 
dering a little in what manner ſhe ſhould manage 
this affair, gave the following orders: I would have 
you take a hackney-caach for expedition ſake, 
© and go to Mrs, Clip's the tite-woman, -I know 

«© ſhelets lodgings: if ſhe has any apartment empty, 
hire it directly, but if her houſe happens to be 
© full, do not return without procuring one for me 
in ſome other; for I am determin'd to go this very 
« day, and ſhall think every moment an age till I 
am out of this deteſted place.? 112 


While the maid was gone, Cleora ſet about 
packing up her cloaths and jewels, which ſhe did 
with ſuch adroitneſs and diſpatch, that in leſs than 
an hour every thing belonging to her was ready to 
be ſent away: in a little more than that time 
Betty return'd, and told her that n : 

: oor 


4 
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Aoor being lett, ſhe had agreed for the parlours, 
which ſhe faid were very handſome, and ſhe be- 
lieved her ladyſhip would approve of, at leaſt till a 
better apartment could he provided. — Cleora was 
ſatisfied, —another coach was call'd to carry her, 
and the maid follow'd in the other with theluggage. 
 —Ariſtus was all this time abroad: — he went out 
with the gentleman who had called on him, and his 
abſence very much facilitated the execution of his 
wife's deſign ; for had he been at home, *tis certain 
that either his love or anger, or perhaps a mix- 
ture of both, would have attempted to detain her ; 
but what effects the ſteps ſhe had taken produced, 


both on the one and the other, mult be left to the 
ſucceeding chapter, 1 


d 8d Sede Oe 506 gd Nd S4 S6 06 
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In which the conſequences of Cleara's . nt are 
Fully ſbeꝛun, and an end put to that ſuſpence which 
the former pages may have excited in the mind of 
every interefled and curious reader. | 7H 


[| Staid ſome hours at the houſe of Ariſtus, ex- 
L pecting to be witneſs of ſomething extraordi- 
nary in his behaviour, when he ſhould be told of 
the departure of his Wife; but he returning not in 
all that time, I grew 1 of the tedious atten- 
dance, and quitted my poſt in order to go home; 
for as to Cleora, I had no thoughts of viſiting her 
in ker new apartment till next morning. It not 
being late, however, I took it into my head to call 
at a great coffee-houle in my way, and lucky was 
it for the gratification of my curioſity that I did ſo; 
— I found Ariſtus there; he was fitting at a 
table in one corner of the room, ſome diſtance 
from the other company, with paper and a ſtandiſh 
| | defore 
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before him: — I advanced with all the ſpeed I could 
towards him, and ſaw him write the followiag 
illet to Leander: 125 


„„ 7 os | | 
< YOU are a villain, and have endeavour'd to 
wrong me in a point too tender to be forgiven : 
I need only tell you, that I am the huſband 
of Cleora, to inform you both of what I mean, 
and what ſort of ſatisfaction my honour demands 
from you, which I expect you will give me to- 
<© morrow morning at ſeven, in the Artillery- 
ground, Tothill- fields: — the bearer has orders 
© to wait your anſwer to 


G „ „ 


K 


„ ARIS Tus. 


. This he ſent by a porter to the Braund's head in 
Bond- ſtreet, at which houſe, as I afterwards diſ- 
covered, he had with a good deal of pains got in- 
telligence that Leander conſtantly ſupp'd every 

night. I waited behind Ariſtus with an impa- 
tience, perhaps, not inferior to his own, to ſee 
what reply Leander would make to the above, til! 
the porter return'd from him with theſe lines: 


<0 b.Rz 1 | 
T H O' your telling me that you are the 
© huſband of Cleora cannot make me in the leaſt 
.< ſenfible how I deſerve the name of villain, yet I 
can eaſily gueſs at the ſatisfaction you require, 
and ſhall not fail to meet you at the hour and 
< place appointed, in hopes of being better in- 
form'd for what imaginary cauſe you treat in this 
manner a perſon who neither knows or ever had 
any deſign to injure you. | 

1 = 1 LAND ER. 
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Ariſtus, after having read this, ſtaid no longer 
than to drink one diſh of coffee.—As I perceived 
he turn'd that way which led to his own houſe, I 
could not forbear accompanying him thither ; and 
I believe, by what I have to relate, the reader will 
think I had no reaſon to repent the pains I took. 
He was no ſooner enter'd, than he aſk'd haſtily for 
his wife, doubtleſs with an intention to renew his 
reproaches, and give a vent to ſome part of the fury 
he was polle(s'd of; but never certainly did aſto- 
niſhment work a more ſtrange effect. —On being 
told ſhe was gone, and the manner in which ſhe 
went, the ſudden ſhock at once deprived him both 
of ſpeech and motion ; — his face grew. pale as 
aſhes ; — his eyes were fix'd in a ſtupid ſtare ; — 
and had he been buried for three days, ſcarce could 
he have appear'd more the ghoſt of what he was 
the moment before. — His deaden'd faculties by 


degrees reviving, the firſt uſe he made of them was 


to call up all the ſervants, aſking firſt one, and 
then another,. — Why ſhe was ſuffer'd to depart ? 
Why they did not {top her? - To which they 
anſwer'd, That having no order from him, they 
durſt not preſume ſo far; — and beſides, they 


knew nothing of her going till they ſaw the coaches. 


at the door, and the portmanteaus carry'd out, 


He next demanded to what place ſhe had direct- 
ed herſelf to be carried; —but both Cleora and her 
maid having taken the precaution to give no order 
to the coachman till they were gat [os diſtance 


| from the houſe, no one of them was able to give 


him any information; on which he ſent them out of 


the room, not without ſame curſes on their indo» 


lence in not following the coaches ;—then, think- 
ing himſelf alone, hegan to give a looſe to the dic- 
tates of his deſpair and rage in theſe exprefiions ;—- 
Then ſhe is loſt ! = for 8 to me! for if 
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ſhe ſhould return, 'my honour, after this, would 
not permit me to receive her. Why did Jever 
marry? — What demon tempted me to become 
the 'huſband of a woman, whom I knew all man- 
kind muſt love as well as I? — Curſe on my 
fond paſhon ! — Curſe on her fatal charms ! — 
Oh the deceiver I- the vile hypocrite !—There 
is no longer any room for doubt; her flight has 
proved her guilt.— Revenge is now my ſole te- 
lief; — ſhe for the preſent has eſcaped my reach; 
but I will ſtab her image in Leander's heart.— 
Oh that it were morningl C?! 55 6 
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While uttering the latter part of this exclama- 
tion, he flew about the room as if totally bereft of 
reaſon; till his ſpirits, at length exhauſted by the 
violence of his rage, ſunk into the contrary ex- 
treme, that of dejection ; — he folded his arms, 
ſigh'd, and with tea's burſting from his eyes, cry'd 
out: * Oh Cleora! Cleora! ; — lovely perh- 
© dious wanton, to what haſt thou reduced me!? 
He theri threw himſelf down on a ſettee, with 
groans like thoſe which iſſue froni the breaſts of 
men dying in their full vigour ; — whence, after 
baving lain ſome time, he ſtarted up, faying,—* I 
© wilt think no more! — to hear of my diſtrac- 
© tions would but footh her pride,” | 


He ſeemed now a little more compoſed, and call 
for ſomething to eat; but on its being brought, could 
not put one morſel into his mouth; ſo roſe from 
table and went up to his own chamber, where I. 
did not think fit to purſue him, as having already 
ſeen enough to make me know the preſent diſpo- 
tion of his mind,—It was my tull inteption, 
however, to go in the morning to the Aftillery- 
ground, 10 be ſpeCtator.of the combat between him 
and Leander; but was diſappointed by ſleeping 5 

> yone 
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yond the time they were to meet, —Fhis' a little 
vex'd me; but I conſoled myſelf with the thoughts 
of being able to hear the event, by calling ſome - 
part of the day at the houſe. of Ariſtus, for I knew 
not where Leander liv'd; but my concern for 
Clevra carrying me firſt to her lodgings, there 1 
got all the intelligence I wanted ; I found that lady, 
as [ believe, juit riſen from her bed, for ſhe was in. 
a looſe entire deſhabille ; —ſhe Greens very pen=-2 
five, and had the marks of her jealous huſband's 
reſentment {till flagrant on her lovely face. Betty 
was not with her when J came in, but enter'd im- 
mene after, and ſurpriſed her with theſe words: 


Betty. - 4-Oh! 1 — I have the ſtrangeſt 
thing to tell you | Who does your ladyſhip think 
1 have ſeen ?? N 
Cleara, * Nay, I know not. —Who, pray! SEL 
Belty. The very footmaa that brought your 
ladyſhip the. letter yeſterday, and put my maſter 
into ſuch a rage; — 1 was never ſo enen 
in my whole life.“ 
Cleora. Confounded ! for what; > _ - Where 
did you ſee him-?? . 
Betty, In the kitchen, madam : — when I 
*.,went down, juſt now, to put on the tea-kettle 
for breakfaſt, Who ſhould I ſee there but him 
* talking to Mrs. Clip: —bis- maſter. lodges here 
in the apartment above.“ 
Cleora. Good Heaven | — Was there ever 0 
unfortunate an accident: Jo come to lodge 
in the ſame houſe with the man whom at pre+ 
ſent it molt behoves me to avoid — Do you. 
think he knows, you?? 
Bey. O yes, madam — your lodyihiy 
may remember it was I that took the letter from 
him, and carry'd down your anſwer — I War; 
rant he knows me. again; bu if he did not, I 
K 2 find 
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< find Mrs. Clip has been babbling to him about 
© your 1 Ih for I heard her mention your 
was upon the ſtairs.” 
Cleora. Sure I was infatuated not to forbid that 
woman telling any body I was here; but I 
muſt remove immediately: it would be my 


# 


' ſhould hear I had lain in this houſe but only one 
— 5 : Ei = 
Betty. © Very true, indeed, madam ; and as 


© ſoon as your ladyſhip has had your breakfaft, I 


* will go out and get another lodging.” 


Cleora. Don't talk of breakfaſting, I will have 
you go this inſtant; I am diſtracted to think 
where I am.” | 5 | 

- Betty. Dear madam, I beg you will not put 
yourſelf into ſuch a hurry of ſpirits, it ſeems Le- 
ander is gone abroad; and theſe gay gentlemen, 
when once they go out, ſeldom return all day: 

; I will engage your ladyſhip ſhall be removed 
before he knows any thing of your being here.“ 
Cleora. Lou talk like a fool; as he went 

© out ſo early, he is the more likely to come home 

© to dreſs, therefore get away, I would not 

c have him fee me here for the world.“ 


R aA 


Betty, finding her lady ſo reſolute, made no 
farther delays, but went into the next room, and 
huddled on her capuchin and gloves, which done; 
ſhe returned, and asked what part of the town 
would be moſt agreeable to her; to which Cleora 
replyed,—that all ſituations were alike to her; but 
ſhe ſhould chuſe ſome one or other of the ſtreets 
that turned out of the Strand, as ſhe muſt be pri- 
vate for a while, and had feweſt acquaintance 
that way z——and then bid her ſend Mrs, Clip to 
her, The maid went out, and Mrs; Clip enter'd 
the room preſently after; Cleora told her the 

C circum- 
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circumſtances of her affairs laid her under a neceſ- 
ſity of removing from her houſe, and intreated ſhe 
would not make mention of her having been there 
to any one who might enquire for her;---the other 
expreſſed a good deal of concern for loſing ſo good 
a lodger, and aſſured her of obſerving ſecreſy in 
the point ſhe deſired. : EL RE 


n — — : — 
- — — 2 : p . — þ 
« — n " 4 a W „ 
— . A. 3 0h O% 4.” PERF one tt * Pg » 
, ” ITT & *- 8 «IE — — 2 — — Ms 
1 . 3 8 5 LOT — — 3 
2 4 1 3 * ac 2 2 1 — * 
33 18 —_ 1 r 
4 p . A 
n he 


4 U ͤ K ͤ%«U „ͤ%,ö — 
— rr Ys > ec. ot 
— . N e > 
g I — * I od as fy * 
— ” —_— . 
" rr 
4 2 
— OI SHOE 4 
— — — Eo 


While they were talking, a loud knocking at the 
door made Mrs. Clip run to the parlour window, 
and ſeeing who it was, cry'd out, Bleſs me! tis 
Leander, his cloaths are all bloody, and his 
arm in a ſcarf he has been fighting, that's 
certain] I thought there was ſome ſuch thing 
in hand, by his going out ſo early this morning: 
beg your ladyſhip's pardon, I muſt run and 
ſee if he wants any thing I can do for him.“ 


a K a K „ 


Cleora was too much confounded at the name of 
Leander, and the condition ſhe heard he was in, to 
offer to detain her, and after ſhe was gone, fell 
into a profound reſverie, which held her for half 
an hour; and perhaps might have done ſo longer, 
if ſhe had not been rouſed from it by a gentle 1 
knocking at the parlour- door; but how greatly 1 
was ſhe ſurprized, when on her calling to the Wl 
perſon to come in, ſhe ſaw Leander enter ;——ſhe 
ſtarted, trembled, and with a faultering voice 
ſpoke thus to him : L | | 


Cleora, Oh, fir, a viſit from you is wholly 
c improper at this time! IX 5 
Leander. ] hope not ſo, madam; ſince I would 
not have ſo far intruded, but to acquaint you 
_ © with ſomething which it may be convenient for 
you to know=—lI have ſeen your huſband this 


K 3 Clera. 
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Cleora. Oh my foreboding heart 


J dread 
© to aik the conſequence of ſuch a meeting!“ 
Leander. * You need not, madam ;——Ariſtus 


= 


© is unhurt, and I bear only one flight token of 
© his intent to take my life.” ; 

+  Cleora, Then you have fought ?” h 
Leander, It was with the utmoſt regret I drew 
© my ſword againſt the huſband of Cleora; but 
* be pleaſed, madam, to peruſe this billet, and you 
© will fee the neceſſity that compell'd me to it.” 
With theſe words he preſented to her the chal- 
lenge he had received the night before from Ariſ- 
tus; which, as ſoon as ſhe had look'd over, ſhe 
- TeturnedTo him again, ſay ing, 


| Clera. © Unjuſt Ariſtus !——-but T thank Hea- 
ven nothing worſe has enſued P _ | 

Leander, * Heaven, madam, has indeed alone 
the praiſe; ſince it was not to any ſuperior ſkill 
of mine, or to any generoſity in my antagoniſt, 
that I am indebted for my preſervation, but to 
a kind of miracle.“ 5 
Cleora. As how? pray, fir, inform me. 

Leander. I know not, madam, whether I can 
make you ſenſible how the thing happened, as 
your ſex are ignorant of the terms made uſe of 
in the deſcription, of ſuch rencounters; but I 
will do my beſt: When firſt we met, I 
would have endeavour'd to reaſon him out of a 
miſtake ſo injurious to you and his own peace 
of mind, as well as to myſelf ; but he refuſed 
to liſten to any arguments I had prepared, and 
flew upon me with the rage of an incenfed lion: 
by the manner of his fighting, I eaftly per- 
ceived he came with a reſolution either to kill 
or be killed: ſo I was defirous of ayoiding 


both the one and the other; I only ſtood upon 
. ( my 
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my defence, and parry'd the puſhes he made, tho' 
in aiming at my breaſt he ſeveral;times expoled 
his own: the moderation I obſerved but en- 
raging him the 'more, he attempted to, cloſe 
with me, and in that action I received a wound 
in my right arm a little above the bend, which 
hindering me from making any uſe of that wriſt, 
1 ſhifted my ſword into the other hand, ſaying to 
him at the ſame time, — * You ſee, fin: I am diſ- 
abled, we mult leave the deciſion of this affair 
till ſome other time.'—* No, cried he, I am not 
ſo weak as to loſe the advantage I have gained.“ 
On this he retreated fome paces, and then re- 
doubling his attacks, the aukward oppoſition I 
could now make would not have protected me one 
moment longer, if in the very crgts of my fate 
when the point of his weapon was juſt ready to 
transſix me to the earth, we had not fortunately 
been. ſeparated ;- -ſome people, whoſe windows 
had a proſpect of the Artillery-ground, ſaw the 
firſt of our engagement, and making all the haſte 
they could to prevent the threatened miſchief, 
arrived in the inſtant I have mentioned, Peat 
down the ſword of Ariſtus, and Placed themſelves 


before me as a ſhield,” 


Cleora. Pray, fr, what then did Ariſtus do?” 

Leander. Walk'd ſullenly away, purſued by 
the reproaches of my deliverers 'till he was out of 
hearing; and it was with much ado that I pre- 


vail'd with them to offer him no farther inſults. 


— But, madam, while I am giving you the hiſ- 
tory of my ill treatment, I fear it is in your 
power to preſent me with a more ſhocking de- 
tail of the cauſe that brought you hither.” 


Cleora. It is ſuch a one, indeed, as, if the world 


be not as unjuſt as Ariſtus, will eaſily abſolve me 
for the reſolution I have taken of never livin 


with him more but it would happen very 
„ © unlucky, 
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« unlucky for my reputation, ſhould it be-known 
IJ have ſeen you even this once; I therefore in- 
« treat, that after I go hence, you will not think 
of making me any future viſits.” 
Leander. Tho' it is hard to ſuffer for the faults 
of another, yet, madam, be aſſured I ſhall never 
deſire any thing that may give Ariſtus a pretence 
for his ill treatment: J flatter myſelf, how- 
ever, that the remembrance of our former ten— 
derneſs is not fo totally obliterated, but that friend- 
{hip may ſubſiſt between us; you may, at 
leaſt, permit me to write to you ſometimes.” 
Cleora. * I know not whether even that would 
not be too much.” % Cy 
Leander. Neither virtue, nor duty to the beſt 
of huſbands, could ſet down as a fault the favour 
I requeſt; and to prevent all miſinterpretations 
of our innocent correſpondence, I ſhall take ſuch 
precautions as will keep it a ſecret from all the 
world.“ 3 „ 
Cleora. Well, fir, I cannot refuſe this proof of 
your compaſſion for me, and think I ought not 
to deprive myſelf of any innocent — 
under my preſent affliction; you may therefore 
be aſſured that I ſhall receive, and anſwer your 
letters, with all the ſatisfaction a woman in my 
circumſtances either can or ought to feel.. 
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He was going to make ſome reply, when Betty 
returned from her errand; ſhe was a little ſur- 
priſed at ſeeing him there, and ſaid nothing tiN 
her lady, impatient to know the ſucceſs of what 

ſhe had been about, ſpoke thus to herr 


4 


Cleora. Well, Betty, have you done the 
© buſineſs I ſent you on? | , 
Betty. Ves, madam, — pleaſe to ftep into the 
© next room, and J will give you an account. 
ES 2 | Cleora. 


/ 
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Cleora. No, you may tell me here, -I dare. 
* truſt this gentleman's diſcretion.” : 


The maid then inform'd her that ſhe had agreed 
for lodgings at the houſe of a great taylor, whom 


the named, in Norfolk- ſtreet: On this Cleora 
defired Leander to retire, ſaying ſhe muſt get 
herſelf ready, for ſhe was determined to depart 
immediately. He offered not to oppoſe her de- 
ſign; but tho” the leave they took of each other 
was now accompanied with the greateſt reſpect on 
his fide, and reſerye on her's, [ could eaſily per- 
ceive that this interview had rekindled in both their 
hearts thoſe flames of affection they before had felt. 
After he had left the room, Cleora's things not 
having been unpacked, there needed little prepara- 
tion for her going; ſhe ſent for Mrs. Clip, and 
made her a hand ſome preſent far the trouble ſhe had 
given her houſe; but finding her a tatthng woman, 
acquainted her not with that to which ſhe was re- 
moving: I ſaw both the miſtreſs and maid, with 
all their luggage, depart in the ſame manner they 
had come ; but did not accompany them to their 
new habitatios, as I could not promiſe myſelf with - 
finding any thing there as yet worthy of my en- 
quiry. The diſcourſe of the town afterwards in- 
formed me, that Cleora had employed a lawyer, 
and was ſolliciting either to have her whole for- 
tune returned, or an annual allowance to the 4- 
mount of the intereſt of it: — Ariſtus was at fiſt 
refractory to all propoſals of this nature; but all 
his friends, and his mother in particular, joining 
their perſuaſions, he at laſt was prevailed on to ſign 
articles of a final ſeparation; by which it was 
agreed that ſhe ſhould have a penſion of three hun- 
dred pounds a year during his life, and in caſe he 
died before her, her whale fortune reſtored, 
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I frequently call'd upon Cleora, and found, that 
during this negociation with her huſband, ſhe kept 
her reſolution of not ſeeing Leander; but that affair 
was no ſooner over, than he viſited her every day, 

the conſequence of which may eaſily be gueſs'd 
at, and was in a ſhoit time proved; for they went 
to Paris together, and {till continue to reſide there. 
> This laſt action of Cleora's has doubtleſs given the 
world room to believe ſhe had not been wrong'd by 
the ſufpicions of Ariſtus; but whoever is of this 
opinion does her a great deal of injuſtice; — the 
Inviſible Spy is a witneſs for her, that her inclina- 
tions were virtuous, — her diſpoſition grateful and 
: fincere,—and, had ſhe been treated with that confi- 
dence a good wife ought to have been, no tempta- 
tion would have had the power to have made her 
otherwiſe :——let all huſbands, therefore, beware 
how they provoke, by ill uſage and diſtruſt, the 
fate they would avoid; — and obſerve this maxim 


of the poet's: 


25 : 1 He that would keep the fair- one true and kind, 
Buy love muſt clap a padlock on her mind. | 


CLE TIER URI e 


5 PAT OE: 

' Preſents a full View of the much celebrated Sabina, 
in an impartial Deſcription of her Perſon and Chg- 
racter, with fume Particulars. in relation to her 
too Amours, and the Conſequences which . attended 

an Aſjiznatian with ber faviurite Yiungly. 


« T HA F children do not always behavein the ſame 

1 manner with their parents, is not ſo much 

* owing to thetr being born with different propenſities, 

as to their education; and the company they: mT 
happen to fall into at an age when nature * 

8 iable 
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Jiable to be ſway'd by example. We often ſee the 


moſt virtuous couples unhappy in a degenerate off- 


ſpring; but we rarely ſee good branches ; ſprout from 
a vicious ſtock : — an evil diſpoſition may be cor- 
rected by advice, by perſ uaſion, by example, and a 
good one perverted by the ſame means; but when 


a perſon is fo unfortunate as to be deſcenged from 


baſe and wicked parents, is brought up under them, 


is witnels of all their actions, and has companions 
of the fame calt, jt is ſcarce poſſible that ſuch a 


- 


one can have a mind enriched with any noble or 


moral principles. 


What other could the once doating deceived 
Germanicus expect in his marriage wich Sabina, 
than the vexations he has fatally experienced? 
Can all the beauties of her perſon now make atone- 
ment for the . blemiſhes of her mind? — No; — he 


rather curſes than admires thoſe charms that drew 
him in, and wiſhes himſelf any thing, ſo he were not 


_ a huſband, Yet aſk him why he married, he will 
tell you he married a woman of fortune, "quality, 


and an uncommon ſhare of beauty. — All this 1s 


true ; but a man not blinded by paſſion would have 


. examined by what means the two former were ob- 


tained ; and, above all, what ſort of diſpoſition was 


hid beneath the urn of an outſide lovelineſs. 


Was not her family amongſt the loweſt rank, till 


one of them raiſed himſelf to opulence by actions 
Which ought to have brought him to a gibbet, and 


inſtead of ennobling his poſterity, entailed on them 


perpetual infamy ?-— Was ſhe not trained up under 
a mother, whoſe bad conduct has been equally no- 


torious ?—Was ſhe not from her moſt early years 


ſoothed in every vanity, pampered | in every luxury, 


and taught to think that appetites and paſſions were 
never given 1 to be e a: X 


5 g K 6. 5 | Coulg 
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Could Germanicus be ignorant of theſe glaring 
truths? — If he were not, yet raſhly ventured on 
ſo unpromiſing a union, who can pity the misfor- 
tunes, the diſquiets, the diſgrace, it has involved 
him in? The many proofs ſhe gave of too warm an 
inclination before marriage, as alſo ſeveral of the 
many amours ſhe had after ſhe became a wife,. I 
ſhall paſs over; the firſt that made any great noiſe 
was that with Miramour, perhaps owing to the 
manner of its commencement, which he thinking 
himſelf under no obligation to conceal, has ſince 
made no ſecret of in all companies, whenever her 

Name comes upon the carpet, | 

This gentleman had a miſtreſs, who, on account 
of a certain haughtineſs in her temper and beha- 
viour, he call'd Roxana; — he ſupported her in ſo 
genteel a manner, that had her reputation been 
equal to her appearance, ſhe might have been en- 
titled to the beit company. — Character, however, 
Was the leaſt thing conſidered by Sabina in the 
choice of her acquaintance; the accidentally 
met with this lady at a milliner's, fell into diſ- 
courſe with her, liked her, invited her to her houſe, 
and there ſoon grew a great intimacy between them. 
That Roxana was kept by Miramour was no ſecret 
to the town, nor did ſhe attempt to make any of it 
to Sabina; — on the contrary, ſhe talked el to 

her of their amorous correſpondence; but how dan- 
erous it is for one woman to boaſt too much of the 
erſections of her lover, to another no leſs ſanguine 
in ber conſtitution !— Sabina, who had often ſeen. 
Miramour without taking any notice of him, now 
became fo fired with the rapturous deſcription given 
of him by bis miſtreſs, that ſhe inſtantly became her 
rival, and. languiſh'd to experience in reality that 
happineſs which the other had given her ſo high 
an idea of, As ſhe never took any thing of this 
T7, | nature 
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nature into her head without attempting to ac- 
compliſh it, and had no regard to decorum in the 
manner of her doing ſo, the ſent a billet to him 
by. a porter containing theſe lines : | 
8 IR, | 
« IF your attachment to the charms of your 
kept miſtreſs makes you not look on the reſt of 
womankind as inſipid creatures, the invitation 
this brings you will not be unwelcome :—a wo- 
man of quality, young, and in moſt men's eyes. 
handſome, has found ſomething in-you that ex- 
cites in her the deſire of a private interview, and 
to that end will call on you this evening about 
ſeven at White's ;—till when muſt remain, with 
a-great deal of impatience, | | 
: * Your IncocniTA,” 


8 @® 


a A a MM M & 86 


The meſſenger who carried this had ſtrict or- 
ders not to tell from whom it came: curioſity, 
however, for it could be call'd no other paſſion as 
yet, made Miramour punctual to the time, nor 
was Sabina leſs ſo; he had not waited many 
minutes before ſhe came; —— on his coming into 
the coach he found her face entirely hid under her 
hood, which ſhe told him laughing, he muſt not 
expect to ſee till they were in a place more proper 
for him to give her proof how agreeable it was to 
him; on this he order'd the coachman to drive to 
an adjacent tavern, where being ſhewn into a pri- 
vate room, the lady ſoon threw off her diſguiſe. 
He had not enough depended on the character ſhe ' 
had given of herſelf, not to be ſurpriſed and tranſ- 
ported on finding Sabina in the perſon of his In- 
cognita ; and expreſſed the ſenſe he had of the ho- 
nour ſhe did him, and the happineſs he hoped their 
meeting would. beſtow on him, in terms ſo ww. 
| | | an 
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and ſo paſſionate, as infinitely charmed her. The 
paſſed ſome hours together to their mutual ſatis fac- 
tion, nor parted - Without an appointment to ſee 
each other the :next day; but Sabina, not thinking 
it ſafe to come often to ſo public a place as a tavern, 
undertook to provide a more proper ſcene for the 


* 


- continuance of their intrigunue. 


5 F 85-285 | 3+ «£33 | | 
As indolent as this lady is in moſt other affairs, 
it muſt be confeſſed that no woman was ever more 
punctual, or more indefatigable, in every thing re- 
. Jating to love.— On conſulting with a female ac- 
quaintance, who:had been often neceſſary on ſuch 
_ occaſions, ſhe. was adviſed by her to hire a private 
lodging by the quarter, in ſome obſcure nook of the 
town, to which ſhe might retire whenever ſhe had 
a mind, as it would be always ready, and neither 
herſelf nor the friends ſhe ſhould bring with her be 
taken any notice of, Sabina highly approving of 
what ſhe ſaid, the project was put in immediate 
execution: — the woman took upon herſelf the 
accompliſhment of what ſhe had propoſed, and 
.caltily found a place every way ſuitable for the buſi- 
neſs it was deſigned; the chamber was neat, 
ſpacious, and well furniſhed ; there was a back- 
door to the houſe, through which any one might 
ip out in caſe of any danger. of diſcovery ; and the 
: Jandlady knew perfectly well the decorum the ought 
to obſerve in regard to her gueſts: the heroine of 
this adventure was very. much pleaſed with the ac- 
. commodation procured for her; — and having got 
: this receſs, which, according to the French, the 
.. uſed to call her Petite Maiſon, henceforward never 
met Miramour at any other place. 


But there was one thing I forgot to mention in 
giving the character of this lady, Which is the un- 
- certainty of her temper ;— ſhe is no leſs inconſtant 

than 
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than ſhe is amorous, and changes her lovers almoſt 
as often as ſhe does her cloaths, and never keeps 
" ""_ till they are worn out; a new friend, like a 
new faſhion, is always charming to her; Hut a very 
little time ſerves to make her grow equally w weary of 
both. She loved Miramour till the ſaw Youngly ; 
but there was ſomething in the perſon and con- 
verſation of this gentleman, that making reaſon 
_. coincide with paſhon, it is not to be wondered at 
that ſhe gave him the preference ; and a womafi of 
a leſs mutable diſpoſition might have been eaſily 
abſolved for transferring her affections to an ob- 
: jet ſo much more worthy * the late engroſſer 
of her heart. 


On her fieſt appearance- with bim; ſhe made ad- 
vances to him, which he is too much a man of 
pleaſure to reſiſt from any fine woman; — he re- 
turned thoſe of Sabina in a manner which made 
her think him as much devoted to her as ſhe could 
with ; and it was not long before ſhe gave him an 
invitation to drink tea with her at her private 
apartment, where ſhe told him they might laugh 
away an hour without interruption. He took che 
hint, and flew to the place of rendezvous, where 
it was not to be doubted but he found all the wel- 
come he could wiſh or expect from the obliging 
fair. They had many interviews, but Youngly 
having by ſome accident heard of her intrigue with 
Miramour, he not only frequently reproached her 
with it, but alſo was far from feeling for her that 
affection in his heart, which otherwiſe her beauty 
might have inſpires him with. 


In the mean time Roxana, who, from the com- 
mencement of Miramour's acquaintance with Sa- 
bina, had ſeen him leſs often than ſhe had been ac- 
_ cultomed, and had alſo ſome other reaſons to = 
. | Pe 
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pect a decreaſe of affection, began preſently to 
magine ſome new face had ſupplanted her ;—<—c ſhe 
complained to him of his unkindneſs, but he ab- 
ſolutely denied having given her any cauſe, and 
made a thouſand excuſes for his late behaviour 
but this did not ſatisfy her ;—ſhe was not to be de- 
ceived in matters of which ſhe was ſo good a 
judge, and convinced that ſhe had a rival, bent 
her whole thoughts on diſcovering the perſon. By 
an emiſſary whom ſhe employed to watch Mira- 
mour wherever he went, ſhe ſoon. found out the 
place where ſhe met the object of his new attach- 
ment; but as that lady was carried into the houſe 
in a chair, with the curtains cloſe drawn, was ſtill 
as far as ever from knowing the face that had un- 
done her. Upon enquiry among. the neighbours, 
ſhe was informed that the houſe was. noted for 
giving reception to people who liked each other 
more than they were willing the world ſhouid 
know ; and this. put a ſtratagem into her head, 
which was crown'd with all the ſucceſs ſhe could 
wiſh or hope; not only for exploring what at pre- 
| ſent was a myſtery to her, but alſo for being 

amply revenged on her fair rival. T 


The miſtreſs of Miramour knew the town Tong 
before ſhe knew him, and was not unacquainted 
with the cuſtoms of ſuch. houſes ;—ſhe went one 
morning to the governante of this, and after ſaying 
that ſhe had been recommended. by a perſon who 
knew. her, told her ſhe ſhould be glad to have a 
chamber, to which ſhe might ſometimes come with. 
a friend, whom it was not convenient for her to 
ſee at home: — the old gentlewoman replied, that 
her beſt room was rented by the quarter, by a lady 
who came often thither; and that the next, which 
was the only one ſhe had to: ſparc, ſhe fear'd would 
be too ſmall.— Roxana cry'd, ſhe did not 2 * 

| | | OW 
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how ſmall it was, provided it was otherwiſe commo- 
dious; on this ſhe was ſhewed up to it, and finding 
it was divided from the other only by a thin wain- 
ſcot partition, preſently agreed for it, giving the 
old woman ſo good a premium in hand, that ſhe 
was highly ſatished with her new incumbent. 


Having accompliſhed ſo far of her deſign as to 
get poſſeſſion of the very next room to that where 
her lover and his new miſtreſs met, ſne began to 


conſider, that to go thither alone, might raiſe ſome 


ſuſpicions in the women of the houſe, and was a 
little at a loſs what man ſhe ſhould take with her, 
and make paſs for a gallant, as whoever went, he 
muſt be made the confidante of the whole attair ;— 
at laſt ſhe pitched upon the fellow ſhe had employ- 
ed as a ſpy upon Miramour.— His appearance, in- 
deed, was very mean ; but that ſhe thought might 
not be regarded. Accordingly ſhe went the next 


day, accompanied by her pretended gallant j —— 


they were there ſome time before the hour in which 
he had told her he had ſeen Miramour go in, in 
order to prepare things for a more perfect diſ- 
covery:— this was done by the young fellow's bor- 
ing holes thro' the wainſcoat in ſo dextrous a man- 
ner, that they could ſee all over the room without 
being ſeen themſel ves, though they ſtood cloſe to 
the orifice : — no one, however, came that night, 
and the impatient Roxana was obliged to return 
home as diflatisfied as ever. | 


The next day ſhe repair'd thither again, attend- 
ed as before, and met with the ſame diſappoint- 
ment; but on the third was more ſucceſs ful 
ſhe had not been many minutes in the chamber, 
when a ruſtling of ſilks upon the ſtairs made her 


know ſomebody was coming up, on which ſhe ran 
haſtily, without making any noiſe, to ene of the 


peep- 
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peep-holes; 


way, when, inſtead of Miramour, ſhe faw Voungly 


SL SS kk KH Mb Wa 


. world.“ 5 


. me happy, and TI ought to content myſelf with 


but how great was her aſtonifh. 
ment, when ſhe ſaw Sabina enter !—Scarce could 
ſhe refrain exclaiming aloud againſt the treachery. 
-of a woman, who, after being made her confidante, 
had robb'd her of the affections of her lover. But 
ſoon the current of her paſſion turn'd a different 


puſh open the door, and throw himſelf into Sabina's 
arms; on which, withdrawing from her poſt, 
© You fool, cried ſhe to her emiſſary, to what a 
fruitleſs labour have you expoſed me !—lr is not 
Miramour that 1 have all this while paid you for 
tollowing. How could you be, ſo mope-eyed 
as to miſtake him?* * Nay, madam, replicd 
the fellow, I am ſure I know Mr, Miramour, 
and I will ſwear that it was him I ſaw come into 
this houſe, and preſent]y after a lady in a chair, 
as I then told you.“ Roxana knew not what to 
think of this, and ſaid no more; but liſtening at- 
tentively to the converſation within, was preſently 
aſſured by it, that her agent had neither deceived 
her, nor had been deceived himfelf, as will appear 
by the following dialogue: ö 


Sabina. * My dear, dear Voungly, I hope you 
will now believe that I love you above all the 


VHungly. I know you love me enough to make 


* the ſhare I have in your affections.” 
Sabina, Do not talk of a ſhare ;—by Heaven 

© you engxoſs me all! — my ſoul and all its facul- 
© ties are devoted to you.” 8 

Tounghy. And yet the letter Miramour acct- 

« dentally dropp'd in the Park, and I took up, flat- 

© ter'd him with the ſame aſſurances you now give 
& me.“ a f A. 

| Sabina. 


» 
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Sabina. * As I unfortunately play'd the fool 
« with him before I ſaw you, it was neceſlary L 
« ſhould break with him by degrees.” | 
 Youngly. Lou had once, however, a real paſ- 
« fion- for him.” 51:88. 

Sabina. No, it was all in imagination ;——I 
© once fancied I lov'd him: you mult know, 
« that ſilly vain creature, his kept miſtreſs, was al- 
ways filling my ears with ftories of the violence 
of his aftection for her; and it was more to ſhew 
him the difference between ſuch a wretch and a 
* woinan of quality, than any extraordinary liking 
I had to his perſon, that induced me to grant him 
the favours 1 did.” 52 


This was enough to let the liſtening Roxana into 
the whole affair: — it was with much ado ſhe re- 
{trained herſelf from fly ing into the next room, and 
returning the contempt thrown upon her by the 
laſt words of Sabina; but. juſt as. ſhe was at the 
door, and ready to burſt in on the unſuſpecting pair, 
a ſudden thought made her turn back, — All I can 
© ſay to this perfidious woman, cry'd ſhe to her- 
« ſelf, will avail me nothing: the wrongs I have 
receiv'd demand a veng-ance more complete.“ 
She then ſat down again, and calmly meditating 
on what the had to do, the fertility of her inyen- 
tion ſoon ſupplied her with the means of repaying, 
with intereſt, the double affront Sabina had given 
both to herſelf and Miramour, whom it is certain 
ſhe loved with more ſincerity than is commonly 
found among women of her profeflion, She ftaid 

'till the lovers took their leaves of each other, and 
heard an appointment made between them to meet 
-again on the enſuing Thurſday. 


- Having fully perfected in her mind the deſign 


75 ſhe ſoon after put in execution, ſhe calPd-for the 


& 


Woman 


e ee ee ene 
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woman of the houſe, and ſaid to her,—* Madam, 
* I know not but ſome gentlemen may paſs an 
© hour or two with me here next 'Fhurſday,—they 
© may poſſibly come before me, but deſire you 
© will give them admittance; and to prevent 
_ © miſtakes, as the furniture of the room is yellow, 
they ſhall aſk for the key of the yellow chamber.” 
The other reply'd, that ſhe might depend on her 
punctuality in obſerving her commands ; after 
which Roxana went away ; but what ſhe meant 
by the orders ſhe had given muſt be left to the 
next chapter to explain. 


„„. 


CHAT V. 


Contains the Cataſtrophe of an Adventure, which the 
| Author thinks fit to declare is inſertad in theſe Lu- 
cubrations leſs to amuſe his Reader than for the ſake 
of ſetting in a true Light thoſe Fatts which ſome 

zople have arifully endeavoured to miſrepreſent to 
the Public. 


== XANA being now fully furniſhed with 
materials for her revenge on Sabina, without 
expoſing her beloved Miramour to the reſentment 
of an injured huſband, wrote to the latter the next 
morning in words to this effect: | 


To GERRMANICcUSs. 


C S I R, ; 

< THIS brings you a very ungrateful piece of 

«© intelligence ; — but in my opinion, whoever 
c ſees a perſon wrong'd and conceals it, takes part 
© in the offence, and tho' innocent of the com- 
£ mencement of the crime, is acceſſary to the con- 
© tinuance of it; — it would certainly be the ut- 
© moſt injuſtice that you ſhould be the laſt _ 
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to know what concerns yourſelf alone, and I 
therefore think it my duty to inform you of what 
chance has diſcovered to me. Your wife, fir, 
is falſe to 2 bed, and laviſhes on Mr, Youngly 
all thoſe favours which you have a right to en- 
groſs ; the guilty pair meet twice or thrice 
every week, at a lodging ſhe rents by the quar- 
ter for that purpoſe, —— But to ſay your wife is 
guilty of ſo foul a crime is doing nothing, with- 
out putting it in your power to prove her ſo; 
the thing is eaſy, fir, if you will follow my direc- 
tions: The lovers have appointed to meet to- 
morrow about ſeven at their uſual rendezyous ; 
— if you go at that ticae, or rather before it, to 
the third houſe on the left hand in * Jane, on 
your aſking Mrs. **, who is the keeper of 
this private brothel, and telling her you want the 
key of the yellow chamber, ſhe will preſently 
couduct you to a room adjoining to that which is 
the ſcene of your wife's ſooſe pleaſures; — there 
are holes already bored through the wainſcot, 
through which you may plainly diſcern all that 
paſſes, — It is at your own option, whether you 
will have any other witneſſes of your wife's tranſ- 
greſſion than your own eyes, and alſo how to be- 
have towards her after detection. II have dif 
charged the dictates of my conſcience in giving 
you this information, and am, fir, 


© Your unknown friend. 


P. 8. Be careful to drop no words that may 
ive the woman of the houſe the leaſt cauſe to 

ſuſpect either who you are, or the motive of your 

coming.“ „ 


It is convenient I ſhould now ae uaint my 


reader, that all I have hitherto related of this ſtory 
has come to my knowledge entirely by the report 


of the perſons chiefly concerned in it, and without 


the 
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the: leaſt affiſtance from my Belt of Inviſibility; — 
what yet remains to be told I have the teltimony 
of my own eyes and ears to avouch, — The many 
odd accounts I have heard, from time to time, in 
relation to Sabina's conduct, made me reſolve to 
go one day to the houſe of Germanicus, in order 
to ſatisfy m my. curioſity with ſeeing in what manner 

this couple behaved to each other, 
Ihe lady was abroad when I came, and I found 
him up in his diningqhoom, diverting hiqmſelf with 
playing. on the flute ; but ſoon after. rouſed from 
that amuſement by the above letter being deliverd 
to- him by his man, ſaying, it was brought by a 
fellow who the moment he had put it into his hand 
vaniſh'd like lightning from the door. — The emo- 
tions with which he read it were very great, yet 
much leſs than might have been expected oa ſuch an 
occaſion ; — he pauſed, — then read again — exa- 
mined every line with heedful eyes, and ſeemed ex- 
tremely divided in his thoughts what credit he 
ſhould give to the information; at laſt ſaid he to 
himſelf,— © If any one had form'd this contrivance 
through a malicious deſign of ruining her repu- 
a tation, or my peace of mind, they would certain- 
6 Iy have taken other methods, and not by pointing 
out the place, the hour, put it in my power to 

prove at once the falſeneſs of the accuſation,” , 


After this he threw himſelf into an eaſy chair, © 
Jean'd his head upon his hand, and in that poſture 
continued muſing for a conſiderable time; — then 
ſeeming more reſolved, ſtarted up and cry'd : — 
It is eaſy for me to make enquiry if there be ſuch 
© a houſe, — if kept by a woman of the name 
mentioned in. the letter, and what character it 
« bears, --- Yet why ſhould I do this? --- No, it ig 
better to follow the inſtructions given me, and 
© he at once aſſured ;-»-it thall be ſo; -- as Shake- 
« ſpear makes Othello ſay, Pl 
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. PII ſee before I doubt ; when I doubt, prove; 
And on the proof there is no more but this; 
Away at once with love or jealouſy. 


*. 


He had ſcarce done repeating theſe lines, when, 
Sabina came in ſinging an Italian air; Germa- 
nicus endeavoured to recompoſe his countenance, 
but could not do it ſo well as not to make her, 
take notice of the change, and alk if he were out. 
of humour ; to which he e 


eee £ Out ol humour, madam no 


IA have ng . eee in the world.” 


Sabina. I think not, indeed; but men will | 


© be peeviſh ſometimes, cauſe or not cauſe.” | 

Germanicus, I reſerve all my gaiety for to- 
© morrow, and would have you do o too; a kinſ- 
* man of mine makes an entertainment, and, has 


« ſent an invitation for us, to be partakers of it.“ 5 bY 


Salina. What, to-morrow ?? 8 
Germanicus, * Yes, my dear, to morrow even- 


ing: ſo I defire you will not engage yourſelf 
elſewhere,” 


9 


8 


to lady Gape's aſſembly.” 

. Germanicus. * You have time enough then to 
ſend to excuſe yourſelf from going.“ 

Sabina, * Indeed J ſhall not; — I would ot 
diſappoint my dear lady Cape for all the kinſmen 


_ 


K £6 


. may. ſay I am not well, and then 'my abſencg 
cannot be taken amiſs. . 


It Was very plain to we, that Germanicus made 


this pretended invitation only as a trap to diſcover 


whether ſhe had really an engagement on hei 

5 hands {hat the Would not be wi ing t9 break, ande 
is allo as little fo be doubted, but that her anſwers 

very much corroborated the contents of the epiſtle 


he 


Sabina. Indeed I have . myſelf already | 
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in the world; but I would. have you go ;— you | 
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he had juſt received. — He forced himſelf, how. 
ever, to tell her with a ſmile, that every thing 
ſhould be as ſhe wou!d have it, and that he would no 
farther preſs her. — Some company preſently after 
coming in, I found there was nothing more to be 
3 at that time, ſo took the firſt opportunity 

of quitting the houſe; and went again the 
next afternoon, in hopes of ne ſomething 


more. 


On my arrival, the huſband and wiſe were fit- 
ting together in the moſt ſeeming amicable man- 
ner ;—after ſome little time Germanicus roſe up 
and put on his hat and ſword, in order, as he ſaid, 
to go to his kinſman ; on which Sabina, with a 
| great deal of complaiſance, faid to him: 


„dee. Vou will not walk ſure, my dear ; 
© —Have you ordered the horſes to be put to?” 

 Germanicus. No, my dear ; I leave the coach 
6 for you. | 

Sabina. There is no occaſion, ——I always 
© chuſe to go to theſe places in a chair.“ 

Germanicus, * That is as you pleaſe z—but 1 
© ſhall walk, as I have three or four places to call 
© at in my way to my couſin's; ſo farewell, my 
6 dear, I hope you will be as merry at the auff, : 
6 as J hope to be at the entertainment,” 


As I imagin'd Germanicus pad ſomething in his 
head more than I knew of, by his being 5 haſty 
to be gone, | followed dim cloſe at his — and 
found I had not been miſtaken in my ſuppoſition z 
w— he went into a tavern, where two gentlemen, 
whom he had defired to meet him there, waited 
for him; — the buſineſs he had with them was to 
communicate the letter he had received from the 


unknown TURE 1 and after * . 0 
ictle 
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little on the matter, they both agreed- they ſhould 


all three go together, not only to prevent any in- 
diſcreet effects of his rage on the perſons who 
wrong'd him, in caſe the affair ſnould prove as the 
letter had repreſented; but alſo to be his witneſſes, 
if he thought proper to bring it before a court of 


judicature. They ſtaid 'till a little before ſeven,.— 
then went, according to the directions given by 
Roxana, and found every thing anſwer'd the de- 


ſcription : — they were ſhew'd up into the yellow 
chamber; - {till accompanied them, and made a 
fourth perſon, unfelt, as well as unſeen by any of 


them, 


T hey had not been there above half an hour be- 


fore Sabina came into the next room :— Youns| 


ſoon after joined her ; and the much-injured ed 


band and his two friends ſaw enough, from the 
peep- holes in the partition, to convince them of the 


truth of that information which had brought them 


thither. Difficult was it for Germanicus to re- 
{train his fury on ſo ſhocking a ſpeCtacle ; but his 


two friends reminding him that there was a much 


better way for him to ſhew his reſentment, he was 


at length prevail'd on to retire, — They both went 


home with him, as did myſelf, reſolving to fee 


what farther events this night would produce.— . 


Sabina came not home till near two hours paſt mid- 
night ;—but Germanicus had order'd that the door 
 ſhoul.l not be opened; and after her chairman had 
knock'd two or three times, he went himſelf to the 
parlour window, and ſpoke to her in theſe terms: 


Germanicrs. * Pleaſe, madam, to return from 
© whence you came, or wherever elſe you ſhall - 
think proper; my houſe ſhall no longer be the 
« ſhelter of a proſtitute.” er 
Sabina. What! is the man mad? Sure you 
© have been drinking bad wine to-night.” 
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| Germanicus, No, madam, the beſt I ever drank. 
in my life: — it has open'd my eyes, and ſhew'd 
me the viper I fo long cheriſh'd in my boſom, 
and now throw off for ever ;—but I would not 
wiſh you to ſtay longer in the cold, — you can 
© have no entrance here: Mr. Youngly will 

doubtleſs afford you a part of his bed,” . 


a K 2L_þ AE 


Ll) 


aA 


With theſe words he ſhut the window ; and Sa- 
bina, finding herſelf detected, and that her huſ- 
band was reſolute, order'd her chair from the door; 
and after ſome little coniideration how to diſpoſe of 
herſelf, thought it beſt to take her huſband's advice, 
and return to the. place from whence ſhe came, as 
it was the only aſylum to which ſhe could have re- 
courſe at ſo unſeaſonable an hour, 


In the ſeveral viſits I afterwards made to Ger- 
manicus, I perceived he behaved with much more 
moderation than ſome huſbands would have done: 
— philoſophy had taught him to ſupport with pa- 
tience a misfortune which was irremediable : — he 
contented himſelf with taking ſuch revenge as the 
laws of England have provided in thele caſes : — 
Youngly was ſummoned before a court of judica- 
ture, and a penalty inflicted on him for his offence; 
but it would have been larger, had it not been 
proved, by inconteſtable evidences, that he had not 
been the. firſt who had ſeduced Sabina from her 
marriage VOWS, As for the lady, ſhe is now 
abandoned and deſpiſed by both her lovers ; and if 
there be a poſſibility that any thing can bring her 
to.a juſt ſenſe of the faults the has been guilty of, 
it mutt be the contempt ſhe is treated with by all 
degrees of people. | | 


— 


END of the THIRD BOOK. 
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INVISIBLE SPY. 
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BOOK FF. 

CH AP. I. 


In which the Author confeſſes having been guilty ef 
Petty Larceny ; but hopes that it merits Forgiveneſs 
from thoſe into whoſe Hands this Work may fail, as 
the chief Motive for committing it was to oblige 
the Public. 1 


eee, H AVE been intimately acquainted 
; with Belinda for a conſiderable time 
| in my viſible capacity, yet never once 

took it into my head to make her a 
viſit under the coyer of my Belt till 
her return from Bath this laſt ſeaſon ; nor per- 
haps had done it then, if I had not been told that 
ſhe ſuffer'd herſelf to be conducted to that place 
by a certain gentleman, whom I thought it highly 
improper for her to continue. any converſation 
with, as he was a married man, and the ſame Phi- 
lander hereafter mentioned in ſome of Selima's 
letters. On my entering her apartment, I found 
her buſy with her waiting-maid in unpacking her 
7241 Lo 'S | baggage 


f 

> 
* 

15 « 
147 
19 

1 
1 
7 
* 

1 
Ws | 
FS. 
ted 

+ £1 

* x! 
£3 + 
6 

” 8 

1 

5 . 

* 6 

* 

7 
_—_— 
wet, 
Mi q 

Rk 
. 

, 

* 
1 
1 + 
* 
HEY 
B.A 

13-3 

ws 

"7 

* 

4 

a 
3 * 

: 1 

14 

'L 4 
3729 
. nt 

"5-3 

| 2 
18 4 
2 1 
2 XY 
wm 
" 1 
IN 
e 
* + 
;: a: 
7 1 
7 IF 
1 4 
© ö = $ 
9 
&  % 4 
1 * 
1 2 
ors + 
= 
1 4" 
N 7 
_— - 
4 4 £ 

5 

#3 
: _— 
*. * 
— NI 
=o 
$53 

175 

. * 
: * 1 

2 * 
1 
44 
} T- 
_- FREE 
: + 2 
1 ? * 
5 [1 vs 
r 
1 . 5 * 

LETTER 
$5 
N Ay 
Nt 1 
1333 

1 
en 
d * , 
: 43 
: 

*. 
. 
i 2 1 
- fr - oF 
4 1 
2 „ 7 
4 
n 'Y . 
f . 
1 y l 
'\&; 

T* 
KR 
_ 7 - 

i , » 

wW- 
. 
" {MY 
2 

3 Y wh * 
+ 
o 


To 
F* 
#4 
* 


_ — — — 
r — 
— arid 
4 x 


£0} 000020000000 © 


r 
"M4 2 


5 
r . 
— ang 


e 


220 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


| baggage, which coming by the waggon, it 
ſeems, had arrived in town but the night before. 
As I could promiſe myſelf but little entertainment 
from the aſſortment of ribbands, jewels, &c. I 
was thinking to quit the place, and return at a 
more ht ſeaſon, when the maid, pulling out a ſattin 
bag full of papers, aſk'd her lady where ſhe would 
have thoſe writings laid; on which Belinda turn'd 
her head that way, and reply'd, * They are a heap 
© of letters I received at Bath, of no manner of con- 
© ſequence ] have no room for ſuch rubbiſh ;— 
© take them and throw them all into the fire.“ 


The maid was juſt going to do as ſhe was bid, 
but was ſtopped by Belinda, who ſuddenly ſcream'd 
out: Hold! hold ! —I had forgot that one day, 

in a hurry, I ſtuff'd two or three letters and 
© poems of Philander's among them; and I would 
© not” have one line of that dear witty creature's 
© deliroy'd for all the world: — pour them all out 
of the bag, and look on the names ſub!crib'd, that 
I may direct you how to ſeparate the wheat from 
the chaff' The maid then threw them all down 
upon the carpet, and open'd them one by one; 
which done, Eelinda added, You need ſearch no 
father, — I have found all Philander's letters and 
© poenis in this drawer, ſo cram together all you 
© have there, and thruſt them into the fire.“ This 
ſentence was punctually executed, according to 
tue ben of the maid's belief; but the poor girl knew 
not there was an Inviſible Thief, who ſtood cloſe 
zi her bow, and while ſhe turned her head another 
way, had the dexterity to preſerve ſome part of the 
c04icemn'd cargoes, and {lip it i, to his pocket. 


| &cVima at that time engroſſed great part of the 
con ation in town :—fſhe was a young woman 
oi n fortune, and few other endowments beſides 
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her beauty, of which, in the opinion of moſt peo- 
ple, ſhe has an uncommon ſhare ; though to me 
there is a certain fierceneſs in her eyes, and a bold- 
neſs diffuſed through all her features, which rob 
them of that lovelineſs they would otherwiſe have. 
————- Such as ſhe is, however, ſhe captivated the 
hearts of two perſons, who might have carried their 
addreſſes much higher without danger of a refuſal: 
the one is born to a title, and the other poſſeſſed of 
wealth, which, whenever he pleaſes, may procure 
him one; and neither of them can be thought de- 
ficient in any of thoſe qualifications which conſti- 
tute the fine gentleman :—yet Selima was ſtill un- 
married ;— both her lovers were equally in ſuſ- 
pence, and nobody could tell which, or whether 
either of them would be the happy man. It is 
not therefore to be wondered at, that a perſon of 
.my humour ſhould be extremely deſirous of being 
let into a ſecret which ſeem'd ſo impenetrable, even 
to thoſe who pretended to be molt knowing in 
other things; nor that I gladly embraced an oppor- 
tunity which bids ſo fair for the ſatisfaction of my 
curioſity, as the getting her letters into my pollei- 
non, Belinda having ſaid they contained the whole 
hiſtory of this affair. | 


Behold now my theft : — Belinda's maid had no 
ſooner laid down the packet, by her lady's orders, 
than I kept my eye conſtantly fixed upon it, till a 


convenient moment offer'd for conveying it from 


among the others, which I did with great adroit- 
neſs : after this, I ſtaid no longer with Belinda, 
not doubting but I had now about me better ma- 
terials for my entertainment than any I could expect 


to be furniſhed with in her apartment, at leaſt for 
the preſent, 
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The diſtance between Belinda's lodgings and my 
own ſeem'd now to be twice as long as uſual, tho? 


I believe I meaſured much fewer paces than ever J 


had done before, ſo great was my impatience to be 
at home, and examine the treaſure I brought with 
me, To avoid confuſion, I examined the dates of 
every letter, and ſhall preſent them to my readers 
in the order they were ſent to her while at Bath. 


e Ds Þ 


< Dear BELinDA, 


© I Received the favour of yours with a double 
« ſatisfaQtion ; firſt, as it brought me news of your 
ſafe arrival at that agreeable place, and that every 
thing in it anſwered your wiſhes and expecta- 
tions Hand ſecondly,—as it aſſures me of your 
friendſhip, by the kind concern you are pleaſed 
to expreſs for my welfare. As to my health, 
I have quite loſt that ugly cough, which ſo much 
perſecuted me when you left London ; — but as 
to my affairs, they are fli!] in the ſame fluctu- 
ating and unſettled condition as ever : — Do- 
rantes continues his addreſſes, V anucius does the 
ſame.—How happy might I be if I was loyed but 
by one of them | —— but both equally purſuing 
me, impedes all the good fortune. I might enjoy 
with either, z | TH. 
© You may remember how much my mamma 
was tranſported when Dorantes firſt declared him- 
ſolf my lover: Vanucius, though not quite 
dropp'd, was then little regarded either by my- 
ſelf or her; — but now the caſe is altered — ſhe 
charges me to treat both with an equal freedom ; 
and, indeed, I think it would be highly impo- 
litic ta do otherwiſe. The truth is, Qorantes 
does not come ſo directly to the point as could 
de wiſhed ; —his courtſhip is paſſionate, —— 
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and full of fire: —he ſwears I am the idol of his 
ſou], that he could not live without me. 
and that all his hopes are center'd in being one 
day happy in poſſeſſing me; yet, among all theſe 
fine ſpeeches, he ſeldom mentions marriage: and 
when he does, it is in ſo ſlight and evaſive a man- 
ner, as gives me ſometimes cauſe to fear his de- 
ſions are rather on my heart than hand. If. this 
ſhould be his intention, and I were weak enough 
to have fixed my aftection on him, how miſerable 
ſhould I be !—but thank Heaven, I have none of 
that ſoft folly in my compoſition, by which I have 
ſeen ſo many of our ſex miſled : My rulin 
paſſions are intereit and ambition; and I woul 
not heſitate one moment to give myſelf to Va- 
nucius, if the rank and title of Dorantes did 
not tempt me to wait awhile the reſult of his 
pretenſions. | | 

< I was yeſterday morning in the Mall with Va- 
nucius ; Dorantes was walking there with ſome 
company ;——he changed colour, and ſeemed in 
ſome agitation on meeting us together : — this I 
looked upon as a good ſign ; but in the afternoon 
when he came to viſit me, and I expected he 
would either have complained of my indifference 
to him, or reproached me for the public encou- 
ragement I had given his rival; he did neither, 
but behaved the whole time with all the calm- 
neſs and inſenſibility of a ſtoic, I muſt confeſs 
I was never more diſappointed in all my life, as 
I had ſeen him frequently kindle into jealouſy on 
a leſs occaſion, and could not help thinking, that 
the violence of his paſſion was, in a great mea- 


ſure, abated, —according to this maxim of Mr; 
Dryden: {5 4-088 | 
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«« Diſtruſt in lovers is too warm a ſun : 
«« But yet ' tis night in love when that is gone.“ 
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On conſulting with my mamma, I found ſhe 
© was of the ſame way of thinking, and it was 
agreed upon between us, not to ſuffer ourſelves 
© to be trifled with any longer, but that the next 
time Vanucius made an offer of his hand, I ſhould 
accept it. But, my dear Belinda, this morning 
£ hasputa ſtop to the feſolution of laſt night ;—— 
I was ſcarce out of bed, when 1 received from 
s Dorantes the moſt paſhonate billet that ever was 
£ dictated by the heart of man, occaſioned, as he 
© ſays, by dreaming he had me in his arms: — if 
© his love be half ſo impatient to have me there as 
£ he pretends it is, he will certainly be now more 
< preiling to make me his own than hitherto he 
© has been. 432-3 ; 

My next, perhaps, may bring you the decifton 
of my fate; — mean time I ſhould be glad to hear 
* what is doing at Bath, and what new conqueſts 
< you have made there; for how much ſoever you 
© may be envied by ſome of your acquaintance, be 
aſſured that cvery thing that contributes to your. 
© ({atisfaction will always afford a ſecret pleaſure to 
© her, who is, with the moſt perfect amity, & Pp. 

+ | * SELIMA,' 


EET TER, 
£ Dear BELINDA, 


© I AM forry to tell you, that the perplexity of 
my own affairs has hindered me from being inqui- 
ſitive enough into thoſe of other people, for me 
to be able to ſend you the intelligence you re- 
queſt ; but as I flatter myſelf, that what regards 
myſelf will be always moſt intereſting; to you, I 
ſhall give you a brief detail of what has happen'd 
to me in relation to Dorantes, ſince his laſt kind 
letter mention'd in my former, 5 


„ 
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© He came the fame evening ;— the diſcourſe he 
entertain'd me with was of a, piece with his 
epiſtle, —all love and tranſport : — he begg'd I 
would favour him with my company to the 
Theatre in Drury-Lane, where he had already 
ſent a ſervant to keep places in the box : 1 
conſented, and went with him in his chariot ;— 
the play was Romeo and Juliet : — he applied all 
the tender things ſpoke by the former of theſe _ 
lovers to his own paſlion, and preſs'd my hand 
with vehemence of fondneſs, whenever he had 
an opportunity of doing ſo unperceived by the 
audience. 1 x: +. 
I ſaw him again next day; - we were alone to- 
© gether in the dining room, and my gown being 4 
little more off my thoulder than ordinary, he m 
* his face upon my bare neck, crying, © Oh! I 
© could dwell for ever here !”—On this I took. 
courage to ſay to him, —** Yet, Dorantes, whe! 
once I become your wife, theſe ardours wil 
perhaps fink into a cold indifference,” —<© Noj 
my angel! return'd he, deſire will rather ind 
e creaſe by enjoyment of your perſon the ſweety 
« contain'd in this dear frame are of too divine a 
© nature ever to fatiate.” In ſpeaking theſe words, 
* he catched me ſuddenly in his arms, held me to 
* his boſom, and joined his lips to mine with ſume- 
© what (I thought) of an unbecoming warmth :;— 
* I ſtruggled to get looſe, and when I had done fo, 
< 
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retired ſome paces from him, and faid with all 

my haughtineſs I could aſſume, * Forbear theſe 
6 liberties, fir, till authoriſed by law to take them.“ 
Ae aſk'd my pardon, apologiz'd for what he 
had done by the violence of his paſſion, and then 
ſat down; but appeared more than ordinarily 
penſive afterwards, ſpoke littie, and made his 
viſit much ſhorter than uſual.” | 
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© On my acquainting my mamma with what had 
pailed between us, ſhe did not at all like it, and 
went directly to her old friend, you know who 
I mean, to be adviſed by him how to proceed in a 
circumſtance at once ſo intricate and critical :— 
he told her that my father ought to appear in 
this buſineſs ; that it was his place, and his alone, 
to demand of Dorantes an explanation of, his de- 
ſigns in regard to the courtſhip he ſo long had 
made to his daughter. My mamma had always 
been of this opinion, but knowing the indolence 
of my father's temper, had forbore mentioning 
it to him; however, ſhe urged it to him; but 
all ſhe could ſay or offer has been ineffectual ; 
his anſwer was, That he did not know 
how to ſpeak to a perſon of Dorantes's quality on 
any ſuch matter ;——that he would not interfere 
in it, and we might act as we thought proper 

ourſelves. 3 
* 'This, you will own, is very vexatious; but 
there is no turning him out of his own way: — 
Mamma is now relolyed, ſince there is no other 
remedy, to take the taſk upon herſelf, as ſoon as 
Dorantes comes to town ; he is. at preſent 
gone on a hunting match with ſome gentlemen, 
but is expected to return in two days at fartheſt, 
and we ſhall then ſee the event. For my part, 
my ſpirits are fo much fatigued and harraſſed with 
this ſuſpence, that there is but one thing hinders 
me from putting an immediate end to it by mar- 
rying with Vanucius ; the perſons of the men 
are equal to me; but oh! Belinda, I am 
paſſionately in love with the title of Dorantes ;— 
would he were half as much with my perſon, he 
would not then delay one moment giving me the 

one in exchange for the other, 
The faithful Vanucius, whom I have flattered 
with the belicf of not being indifferent to me, is 
_ © every 
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every day l me to fix a time to make 
him happy, while Dorantes ſeems to dally with 
my expectations :——yet I cannot reſolve to re- 
ward the conſtant ſervices of the one, nor to re- 
nounce for eyer the charming hope of rank, pre- 
cedence, the thouſand dear appendages of a wo- 
man of quality, which the other has in his 
power to beſtow on me : —— but I will trouble 


you no farther than to aſſure you, that in what- 


ever ſtation my fate ſhall place me, I ſhall be 
ever, with the beſt wiſhes for your happi- 
neſs, &c. 


© SELIMA.“ 


P. S. I am highly obliged to Philander for the 


part you tel] me he takes in my concerns; 
pray be ſo good to make my grateful acknow- 
ledgments acceptable to him.“ 8 


LET TEA IU 


Dear BELINDA, 


© T woULD not let this poſt eſcape without 
writing ; what I have now to fay to you, tho' 


greatly to the purpoſe, muſt be compriſed in a few 
words: I am engaged to go this evening with 
Dorantes, and ſome other company, on a party 
of pleaſure, and am every moment expecting his 
landeau at the door, fo can but juſt ſnatch time to 
inform you, that my mamma has talk'd to him 
on the affair in queſtion, and that his anſwers 
have been conformable to our utmoſt wiſhes :;— 
yes, I am now convinced, that all my apprehen- 
ions were groundleſs ;——that he never meant to 
act otherwiſe than henourably with me: —he 


has aſſured both her and myſelf, that every thing 
© ſhall-ſoon be ſettled for my future happineſs : 


n 


rejoice with me my dear creature, -I have now 
. 6 a heart 
3 ; 1 
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ever, with unfeigned regard, &c. 


a heart and head perfectly at eaſe, and nothing to 
employ my thoughts, but how to behave becom- 


ing the dignity to which, I flatter myſelf, a few 


days will raiſe me. Farewel ;—the author of my 


joys is already come ;—they call me to receive 


him,—and I can add no more, than that I am, as 


c SELIMA,”? 


LETTER IV. 


< Dear BELIN DA, 


© LITTLE did I expect, and little is it in your 
power to imagine what I have now to acquaint 
you with ;—— ſo ſtrange a reverſe, ſo ſudden, ſo 
ſhocking a revolution, ſure never any woman 
but myſelf experienced: but I will keep you 
no longer in ſuſpence. I have loft Dorantes, ir- 
recoverably loſt him, —— not through any miſ- 
management of my own, nor any want of aftec- 
tion in him, but through a previous, much worſe, 
and more irremediable accident—this is the fum 
of my misfortunes ; — I will now relate to you 
the particulars: | 

He came to me the other day, and though the 


ſalutations he approached me with had their ac- 


cuſtom'd tenderneſs, yet I thought there was 
ſomewhat in his countenance, and the whole air 
of his deportment, very different from any thing 
I had ever ſeen him in before: — he had not been 
in the room many minutes before he, told me, 
that he had ſomething of conſequence to impart 
to me, and deſired I would order myſelf to be 
denied to whoever ſhould happen to come, — I 
readily did as he deſired; after which, he drew 
his chair cloſe to mine, ſigh'd, and looking me 
full tn the face, ſurpriſed me with theſe words : 

J « My 
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« My dear Selima, ſaid he, I have deceiy'd you: 
& — Have you love enough for me to forgive it?“ 
« Firſt let me know the nature of your offence,” 
returned J. *Tis death to me to declare it, 
anſwered he; * yet can it be no longer hid : 1 
« have impoſed upon you by a falſe pretence ; —— 
<6 promiſed what is not in my power to perform; 
&« [ cannot marry you.” •ͤ„ 
Judge, Belinda, of my confuſion; but it is 
as impoſſible for you to conceive, as it is for me 
to deſeribe what I felt in that dreadful moment; 
— ſcarce could a thunderbolt have transfixed me 
more; — I had no breath, no voice, but to 
echo part of his laſt words, — Cannot marry ! 
« —cannot marry |” cry'd I : and this I repeated 
£ ſeveral times over.“ | Fog ES 
He ſeem'd all this time in very great agitations, 
© and after taking one of my hands, and tenderly 
« prefling it to his lips. Heaven knows, ſaid 
« he, how earneſtly I deſir'd the union I propoſed ; 
* gladly would I reſign the one half of thoſe years 
“ fate has allotted for my life, to have the other 
c bleſs'd with the poſſeſſion of my Selima, in the 
© way ſhe expects from me; — but, alas! that 
© hope is vain; — the fatal ſecret is this: —I am 
“ already married, my heedleſs and unwary 
„youth was enſnared to give my hand to a erea- 
« ture, who, though I never did, nor never will 
« live with as a wife, will not, on any conſidera- 
<« tion, be prevailed upon to reſign the curfed 
© claim ſhe has to me as a huſband,” ova 
* Overwhelmed as I was with various paſſions, 
« I at laſt aſſumed reſolution enough to tell him, 
© that he had acted a moſt ungenerous and diſho- 
© nourable part in making his addreſſes to me, 
knowing himſelf under ſo indiſſoluble an engage- 
ment to another, To which he rephed, that 
© at firſt he-hoped to have got quit of his unfortu- 
| | * nate 


K M XR _ AK 


230 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


© nate tye —and that after he found all the offers 
he had made to that end were fruitleſs, the paſſion 
© he had for me would not ſuffer him to reſtrain 
b ſeeing me, converſing with me, and telling me 
how much he adored me. He then made a long 
© harangue on the reſiſtleſs power of my charms, 
© and the violence of that flame they had inſpired 
© him with ;—— ſwore a thouſand oaths, that the 
world to him had nothing in it but myſelf worth 
© living for; and concluded with a propoſal, that 
© ſince he could not make me his wife, he would 
ſettle a thouſand pounds a year upon me to be his 
miſtreſs ; and that it ſhould be at my option 
either to live publickly with him as ſuch, or to 
continue with my mamma, and receive his vilits 
in a private manner, 
< 'Fhis offer I rejected with more diſdain than I 
had ſhewn to any of the like nature which had 
ever been made to me ſince my firſt being in the 
way of temptation ; — nor will you wonder that 
I did fo: to be courted for a miſtreſs by 
the very man who had ſo lately flattered me with 
the hopes of marriage, made me now look upon 
that as an affront, which, before my expecta- 
tions had been raiſed to the height they had been, 
I raight perhaps have taken as a proof of his af- 
fection. I ranted, ſtorm'd, conceaPd no part 
of the ſpite I was poſſeſs'd of; but all 1 ſaid 
ſeem'd to make no great impreſſion on him ; —— 
he bore it with a temper which I thought was 
not at all conſiſtent with the violence of the paſ- 
ſion he had pretended ; and on his going away, 
calmly told me, that he would make the ſame 
propoſal he had done me to no other woman in 
the world; that it was no inconſiderable one; — 
and that, as he could do no more, he hoped my 
cooler moments would repreſent it as a thing 
worthy my attention. | 
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© Indeed, my dear Belinda, I was half mad, and 

© believe I gave myſelf ſome airs not any way'be- 
© coming in me to a man of his quality, Il met 
him in the Park this morning; but tho' he was 
c alone, and I had only Flavia with me, he never 
© offered to join us, but paſs'd by with a ſlight bow. 
EA ſuppoſe he reſents my behaviour, but it is 
© no matter, ſince he is married. - Vanucius is now 
« my laſt reſource z — if I could perſuade. the man 
© to purchaſea title, he would be full as agreeable 
- 
8 
o 
--C 
[5 
» 


to me as Dorantes ; — but he is an unambitious 
creature, and I almoſt deſpair of it ; I ſhall try, at 
leaſt, how far the love he has for me will pre- 
vail ; — my. next will bring you news of what 
ſucceſs my endeavours will meet; till when, I 
am, even in the midſt of my perplexity, &c. 


* SELIMA,” 
FEET TER. 


© Dear BELIinDA, | 


IT is almoſt a ſin to diſturb: the felicity you 
enjoy with _ melancholy accounts; but freſh 
calamities will always occaſion freſh complaints; 
and while I am giving you a detail of my misfor- 
tunes, methinks I am eaſed of ſome part of the 
weight of them: you may ſay, indeed, that 
this is a ſelfiſh conſideration, and I cannot deny 
the accuſation ; but have this to anſwer in my 
defence, — however diſagreeable the purport of 
my letters is, they ſhew, at leaſt, the perfect 
confidence I have in your friendſhip and good- 
nature. | iy 
I am apt to think, that before I tell you, you 
will ſuſpe& I am alſo deſerted by Vanucius; and 
though I cannot be poſitive that ſuch a conjecture 
would be entirely groundleſs, yet 1 have little 
s reaſon 
| I 
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reaſon to flatter myſelf with the contrary— 
have neither feen or heard from him for five 
whole days, and this morning he ſet out for Tun- 
bridge, without taking any other leave of me, 
than ſending a ſlight excuſe for not waiting on 
me before he went. But this is not all.—A rela- 


tion of his, 'who I know has always look'd upon 


his courtſhip to me with an evil eye, and had, 
not long ago, ſo great a quarrel with him on the 


"occaſion, that he was forbid his houſe, is now ſo 
far re- inſtated in his good graces as to be gone with 


him into the country; and I do not doubt but will 
take this opportunity of filling his ears with a 
thouſand ſtories'to my diſadvantage, as he has ever 

done ſince my firſt acquaintance with him: | 
Thus, my dear Belinda, from having, as 1 
thought, my choice of two of the belt matches 
in town, I am likely to loſe all hopes of both, 
and alſo to fall into the contempt and ridicule of 
thoſe flirts who ſo lately envied my good fortune. 
This laſt circumſtance is above all io truly mor- 
tifying, that after it I know not whether I ſhall 
ever be able to ſhew my face in any public al- 
ſembly, but rather take the ſame pains to con- 
ceal myſelf, as once I did to be conſpicuous: — 
but farewel; the more I reflect on theſe accidents, 
the leſs I am capable of reſtraining my paſſion 
enough to aſſure you, with how much ſince- 


| 5 rity 1 am, & c. | | 1 8 SELIMA.“ 


LETTER VI. 
Dear BeLinda, _ 18 5 
I Expected no leſs from your known goodneſs, 


than the conſolatory ideas you endeavour to in- 


ſpire me with: you would fain perſuade me 


© that I have no reaſon for deſpair, and that the 
< ſame beauty which attracted the hearts of Do- 


6 rantes 
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6 rantes and Vanucius, will alſo gain others of equal 
« eſtimation; but alas! I have too much experience 
of myſelf, and of what the world thinks of me, 
« to entertain ſo flattering a hope. You know 
« very well, my dear, that on the firſt ſetting u 
« for conqueſt, I ſhewed myſelf in all public places, 
© and expoſed to the view of all who ſaw me, al- 
« moſt every charm nature has beſtowed upon me, 
« yet never was addreſs'd on the ſcore of marriage 
© by any but thoſe two, whom I have now lott, 
© Beſides, I am now what they call blown upon; 
that admiration which ny oſt appearance ex- 
cited, wears off by my being ſo often ſeen; and [ 
begin to be convinced, that it was more owing 
© to the peculiarity of my dreſs and manner of be- 
© haviour, than to any real perfections of my per- 
« ſon, that I was ſo much followed by a gaping 
© multitude, 4 FF LEY 
© You ſee how I am humbled : and, by what I 
© have ſaid may perhaps imagine, that I have fo far 
done with the pride and vanities of the world, as 
© to take up with a little mercer or woollen-draper, 
jf ſuch a one ſhould offer; but do not harbour ſo 
© deſpicable an opinion of your friend no, I 
c will never fit behind a counter, nor be the wife 
© of one that does :—but I need not make this de- 
* claration ;—as matters ſtand, I am not likely to 
© be the wife of any body; but ſtil], with an invio- 
© lable reſpect, &, © SELIMA,” 
EL: E- FTE R-*VIE 
< Deareſt BELIN DA, ITT 
* NOW may all the gods of love and wit in- 
ſpire my pen to deſcribe to you as it deſerves, 
the bleſs'd reverſe in my condition fince the laſt 
melancholy epiſtle you received from me: — I 


was then plunged in the loweſt pit of 3 
an 


6 
6 
c 
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and am now raiſed to the higheſt ſummit of hu- 


man felicity:— in a word, I am the contracted 


ſpouſe of Dorantes; and as ſoon as the preparation 
tor our wedding can be got ready, ſhall be the 


declared F*#***# gf KARE. Methinks I ſee the 


ſurpriſe I put you in;——you will doubtleſs cry 
out, How can this be, when Dorantes has 
already confeſs'd himſelf the huſband of another ? 
It ſeems indeed a paradox, but liands in no need 
of ſchco]-learn:ng to be explained, as you will 
preſently diſcover, 
After the loſs of both my lovers, as I then 


imagined, I ſcarce did any thing but lie upon the 


bed, and weep for two whole days together : — 
my father, inſtead of ſaying any thing to conſole. 


my afflictions, added to them by his reproaches : 


—he told me, that he knew what it would come 
to; that drefling myſelf up like a Bartholomew 
baby would never get me an huſband, and ſuch 


like ſtuff, as you know his low way of exprefling 


himſelf ; but, thank Heaven! the tables are 
now turned upon him; and if reſpect for my 
mamma did not reſtrain me, I thould return his 
flouts with intereſt.  _ N 51:49 5 
One afternoon, as I was fitting at the window 
with the ſaſh up, muſing on my unhappy fate, I 
ſaw Dorantes's chariot at the door ; while his 
footman knocked, he looked out and made me a 


very reſpectful bow ; I was amazed, but thought 


it would be too groſs an affront to a man of his 
quality to be denied to him, as he ſaw I was at 
home; nor had I time for ſuch a thing, if I would 
have done it, for the maid who open'd the door, 
ſhew'd. him directly up ſtairs. On his entrance, 
Jaſſum'd one of thoſe haughty airs which vulgar 
low-bred people are apt to call impudent and 
ſawcy ; and with my head half turned another 


Way, ſaid to him, —— © I am ſurpriſed to ſee 


you 
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« you here, Dorantes, after the converſation you 
« entertained me with at your Jaft viſit.” “T 
«© Oh, Selima, reply'd he, I came not now to 
« repeat the audacity | was then guilty of, nor to 
& oftend your ears with any future diſcourſes of 
« the like nature; but to beg pardon for the paſt, 
„and hope that what I have to offer will make 
& ſome atonement.” . I, do not comprehend 
“your meaning, returned I; but whatever it may 
ce be, cannot think it becomes me to continue any 
& correſponJence with a married man, who has 
„ pretended to make his addreſſes to me.” ** 1 
am not married, rejoined, he eagerly ;, and the 
& trial I made of your virtue adds a double Juſtre 
< to the beauty that firſt inflamed. me, and I am 
& now much more your flave than ever.” Not 
« married | cry'd I : — Why then did you tell 
cc me ſo?” — 0 Pardon the innocent impoſition 
« J practiſed on you, ſaid he, kiſſing my hand ;— 
« I was willing to ſee in what manner you would 
c reſent it; your behaviour has anſwered to 
& my wiſh, and I now offer you a hand which 1 
tc never had one thought or wiſh to diſpoſe of 0 
“% any other woman.“ 
© Oh Belinda, how did my heart flutter at theſs 
$ words, as Semandra ſays in the play, 


$3 
E 
3; 
13 
1 
1 i 
* ' 
J 7 
« 
\ j 
4 ; 
" 
: 70 
* 
4.3 4 
W * 
= 
7 : 
1 
XX 
1 
=. 
= \ 
* 
4 
0 : 
= Þ 
-F 4 
3% 
- 
N 
ICH 
: 1 
oy” i 
1 i} 
"2 
** 1 
48 
3B i f 
13 . 
h 1 
1: REG 
4 
E + 
S717 
| 4 
be. me | 
M 
-4 + 
45 
©. 
ad . 
- * 
* 1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
" 
by = 
= = 
ad _ 
=” 
__ 
=. 
=— i 
{ a | 
* 1 
1 
18 
7 
1 
1 
RE 
* : 1 
? » 
+ = 
8 
* 
Ve 8 
0 
3 N 
. 
* 
+58 
1 
133 
i 
[2 


. 

4 

4 

V1 

7 

* 

12 
ll 

# 4 
L 13 

* 
SY „ 
* # 
by 
4 1 
: 1 
4 9 

- ; 

: "© 

8; 

74 + 
133 
1 1 
f © 

BM 
1 
j 7 ' 
N bk 
w F 
* 
by 4 
* - 
© YR 
7 * 
751 Fa 4 
— 
8 
4 


CI Ix ze 


grey 


I took them all, and died upon the ſound: 
« To the driv'n air my flying ſoul was faſten'd : 
« Each charming ſyllable he ſpoke was mine.” 


© The many paſſionate and endearing things he 
ſaid to me would not come within the compaſs 
of twenty letters ; you muſt, therefore, til] 1 
have better opportunity of relating the particu- 
lars, content yourſelf with a brief ſummary of 
the whole; which is this, that he is entirely 

at liberty to marry me, and he is reſolved to do 
ſo; ——that an agreement the ſame night was 
| : * made 


e M R © 
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made between us for that purpoſe ; and'that 
mamma and her good friend, who luckily hap- 
s pen'd'to be with her, were call'd in to be w:t- 
©! nefles of it. 5 — 1 
Since every thing has been fettled thus hap- 
pily for me, ſome people have been impertinent 
enough to aſſure me, that to their own know- 
ledge Dorantes was married ſeveral years ago, 
and that his wife was ſtill alive ;z—but this gives 
me no manner of concern : — if there be any 
woman who has a claim of this nature on him, 
he has doubtleſs found means to prevail on her 
© to relinquiſh it, —-ſo I look upon it as none of 
my affair :---he marries me in the face of the 
© world, has promiſed to preſent me at court, and 
© while 1 enjoy the tithe of #####** gf * , 
© and the grandeur annex'd to it, ſhall not trouble 
© myſelf with any whiſpers 'that may go about the 
© town in relation to the lawfulneſs or unlawful- 
neſs of em marriage 
It is no inconfiderable addition to my content- 
© ment, to hear that you deſign to return to town 
©. in a ſhort time: I long to ſee you, and to give 
vyou an airing in my own coach and ſix, with three 
S flaunting footmen on the back of it: we ſhall 
© cut a better figure, Belinda, than when we made 
© our little excurſions together in a mean duty 
© hack,---Oh, fortune !---fortune !---dear propi- 
© tious fortune, how am I bound to praiſe thee!--- 
But no more at preſent, than that I am, with 
© the greateſt good wiſhes, ; ke. 


aa © «aA a 


' '© SELIMA,' 


. * 


P. S. I need not deſire you to tell Philander 
what has happer*d ;---I know you will, and alſo 
that his regard for you will make him participate 
in the happineſs of your friend, Once more, 
Adieu... 1.4 - 464 1.0 s 01 ge 
Sugar Here 
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Here end the letters of this celebrated lady, who 
in a very little time after married Dorantes.. 
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5 CCC 
Conſits chiefly of ſome Reflections 2 the Author's an 
on fulſe Taſte, —the mi/takten Road in the Purſuit 
of Fame, and the Polly of an ill-directed Emula- 
tion; to which are added, a few faint Sketches 
taken from the moſt amuable Originals in modern 
Life. . 
H E celebrated De Buſſy tells us, that when 
uve ſay a man has a fine or true taſte, no more 
is meant by thoſe words, than that he has a ſound 
judgment, a clear head, and a nicely diſtinguiſhing 
capacity in judging of what is really worthy and 
becoming, and what is not ſo, whether it be in 
the choice of his amuſements, his equipage, his 
apparel, the furniture of his houſe, the covering 
of his table, or whatever elſe depends on the di- 
rection of the will and fancy. Now, as ever 
thing is beſt ſhewn by its oppoſite, if the definition 
given us by the French author of the true taſte be 
juſt, as I believe moſt people will allow it is, to 
think and act contrary to what he deſcribes, is 
what we call falſe taſte; but, in my opinion, to 


think and do always what is wrong, and at the 


ſame time imagine that all we think and do is 
right, is not of itſelf ſufficient to take in the mean- 


ing of the phraſe in its full extent: — there muſt 


always be added an affectation of being fingular, 
over curious, over delicate, over elegant, ſome- 
what above the common level of, mankind : in 
fine, the man of a falſe taſte muſt not be a fool of 
Heaven's making, but his own. The late witty, 
Earl of Rocheſter has preſented us with a very 


pictureſque 
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pictureſque character of the man of falſe taſte; in 
the following lines: 1 111 757375 1 


He was a fool thro? choice, not want of wit; 

His foppery, without the help of ſenſe, 
Could ne'er have riſen to ſuch excellence: 
Nature's as lame in making a true fop 

As a philoſopher: the very top | 
And dignity of folly we attain _.. 3 
By ſtudious ſearch and labour of the brain; 
By obſervation, counſel, and deep thought; 
God never made a coxcomb worth a groat: 
We owe that name to induſtry and arts; 
An eminent fool muſt be a man of parts. 


A. perſon may be endow'd with great talents, 
yet, through a falſe taſte in the manner of dif- 
playing them, be render'd ridiculous inſtead of 
reſpectable, and while he aims at attracting uni- 
verſal admiration, become the object of univerſal 


contempt, Hippias is profoundly learned, is well 


ſkill'd in the moſt uſeful ſciences, and endowed, 
both by nature and education, with every requiſite 
to render him a worthy member of ſociety; yet 
by ſome unaccountable oddities of manners and be- 
haviour, he makes himſelf hated where he might be 
loved, deſpiſed where he might be reſpected, 
and a mere cypher in a world where he 
might be a figure of the greateſt conſequence. He 
is not at all diſſatisfied that every one knows and 
ſpeaks of him as a man poſſeſs'd of a very opulent 
fortune, yet affects to look down with ſcorn on 
all the pleaſures, and even innocent amuſements 
it might afford him; and to ſuch an exceſs does 
he carry this humour, that whatever is beyond 
the neceſſities of nature he treats as luxury and 
epicuriſms, vainly imagining, that the wearing 
of a thread- bare coat, and a wig that the head it 
, TERS 4, 2 2K 61 F covers 
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covers ſcarce ever remembers to bave had a curl, 
entitles him to the character of a philoſopher. 


But this oſtentatious humility, as I think it may 
be juſtly call'd, is not the moſt unpardonable error 
into which Hippias is led by his falſe taſte: — this 
ſerves only to make him ridiculous, but there is 
another which makes him hateful, The ambition 
he has of being reverenced as a ſtoic renders him 
deaf to the dictates of humanity, and wholly inſen- 
ſible of all ſocial feeling for his fellow-creatures ;— 
he partakes not in the joys or griefs of even thoſe 
he calls his friends, nor would lift a finger, move 
a ſtep, or ſpeak a ſyllable, either to promote the 
one or diſſipate the other: — the molt diſtreſsful 
circumſtance has not the power to touch his heart; 
and if any one knows him little enough to employ 
his affiſtance or advice in the extremeſt exigence, 
he replies, with a ſolemn and magiſterial air, that 
he can ſay nothing to their complaints; that pity is 
a paſſion ; and that by the force of his reaſon he 
has diveſted himſelf of all paſſions of what kind ſo- 
ever. Thus does Hippias, by indulging one un- 
happy propenſity, forfeit all the love and eſteem 
the qualities he is poſſeſs'd of would otherwiſe at- 
tract: — the manner in which he is now looked 
upon gives me room to ſuſpect, that whenever he 
makes his exit from this world he will have an epi- 
taph ſomething like what I read on a tomb-ſtone in 
a country church yard: | 


Here , ſtretch'd at his full length is laid, 
Whom, living, no one lov'd, or mourn'd when dead. 


Numberleſs are the inſtances might be given to 
prove the beſt capacities may be, and frequently 
are, perverted by falſe taſte and miſapplication; 
— as one of our moſt eminent authors tells us, 
— the love of fame is the univerſal paſſion gw 
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it is imprinted, in a more or leſs degree, on every 
human heart; — thoſe who have great talents are 
apt to think they can never render themſelves ſuf- 
ficiently conſpicuous ; and thoſe of weaker intel. 
lects, yet poſſeſs'd of the ſame vanity, are ſome- 
times ſo infatuated, as rather than not to make a 
noiſe in the world, do things which may incur 
a lampoon, ſince they cannot deſerve a panegyric. 
A private life, or, as they term it, a life of obſcu- 
rity, is to ſome people the greateſt misfortune they 
can labour under; they will tell you, that they may 
as well be out of the.world, as of no conſequence 
in it and few there are who will take the poet's 
word for a contrary paſſion : Fen 


Th' unknown, untalk'd of man is only bleſt ; 

No anxious doubts his peaceful breaſt annoy, 
From praiſe and cenſure equally remote; 

Nor hope, nor fear, his happineſs deſtroys, 
But ſafe within himſelf, himlelf enjoys. 


There are alſo people, who, having no peculia- 
rities of their own, attect to imitate thoſe they may 
ſee in others, eſpecially if the perſon they copy 
after be of a ſuperior rank, or has the reputation 
of a wit,— Theſe may properly enough be called 
ſecond-hand fools; for they generally take up the 
follies juſt when they are left off by the perſons they 
would be thought exactly to reſemble ; — accord- 
The fool will ſome- 
times peep out of the wiſeſt man.” — The leaſt 
failing in a perſon of diſtinguiſhed character is pre- 
ſently adopted by his inferiors *till it becomes a 
faſhion. Emulation, however, when well direct- 
ed, is one of the moſt noble propenſities of the 
mind; nothing can be more truly laudable than an 
endeavour to ſquare our actions by a praiſe-worthy 
model; — but I am ſorry to ſay that this is not ſo 
5 | often 
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often the caſe as every good man would wiſh it 
Were. 5 


There are ſome people ſo unhappy, as to take for 
a pattern all the bad they can find, and neglect all 
the good; — and this too, without deſign or any 
untoward inclination, but through mere careleſs- 
neſs; and provided they do ſomething ſuch- a- one 
or ſuch- a- one does, give not themſelves the trouble 
to examine whether what they imitate be a beauty 
or a blemiſh, or, indeed, whether it be either, or 
only a matter of indifference, and altogether un- 
worthy of regard. And now I am upon this head, 
I cannot forbear relating an example of the ſort I laſt 
mentioned; which, tho” it happen'd ſome yeats ago, 
and is extremely trifling in itſelf, may ſerve to ſhew 
how little care people ſometimes take in their choice 
of an object for imitation. 
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A young gentleman of my acquaintance, and 
who paſs'd in the world for a very pretty fellow, 
either was, or affected to be, becauſe it was the 

mode, a prodigious admirer of the late deſervedly 
famous Sir Iſaac Newton ;—he had the honour of 
being known to that truly great man, frequently 
viſited him, and had the opportunity of hearing 
many things from him, which doubtleſs were well 
worthy of being treaſured in his memory ; yet 
I could never find he took particular notice of any 
thing but this I am now going to repeat. Sir 
Iſaac had him at his table one day, and happen'd 
caſually to ſay, that he thought nothing ſwezter 
than a bacon bone: - my friend immediately catch'd 
up the word, and from that moment made it his 
own, and on all occaſions quoted it. —If any one 
aſk'd him to eat with them, he would reply, 
Ves, if you have any bacon ; for, as Sir Iſaac 
Newton ſays, there is nothing ſweeter than a 
Vol. I. | M © bacon 
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£ bacon bone. In fine, he went to no place, 
mingled in no converſation, without finding ſome 
means to introduce the ſweetneſs of the bacon bone, 
and repeated the above mentioned expreflion ſo 
often, and ſo impertinently, that at laſt he became 
the jeſt of all his companions, who, in derifion, 
call'd him by no other name than the bacon bone. 
Ridiculous as this may appear, I can aſſure my 
reader, that the gentleman I am ſpeaking of docs 
not ſtand alone, but has many parallels in my cata- 
logue of obſervations on a miſguided imitation, as 
1 could eaſily prove: — but my humour has on a 
: udden changed its vein, and | begin to grow too 
ſerious to recite any farther inſtances of fo judi- 
crous a nature. Degenerate as we mortals are ſaid 
to be, yet even now there are not wanting ſome 
few illuſtrious examples of both, whom even an 
endeavour to copy after would be ſome merit in 
the attempt. 1 


See where the noble Altamont ſtands forth a 
ſhining patron of exalted virtue; dignity in his 
countenance, benevolence in his hand, the ſtrictcit 

juſtice, honour, and ſocial kindneſs in his heart. — 
Near him you will always find the chaſte and jair 
Euphemia, his illuſtrious conſort ; —a numerous 
and beauteous offspring with joyous ſmilcs play 
round their feet; — Juno and Hymen hover over 

ir heads, and ſhower continual biei.ngs on the 
Happy pair. From AJliamont and Euphemia,—ye 
huſbands, fathers, learn the duties due to thole en- 
dearing names; and ceaſe to imagine that to ſwerve 
from them is politeneſs. 1 


Learn you, who languiſh in a widow'd bed, 
fron Euſmonda learn to ſupport the melancholy of 
your cendition as becomes you: Eliſmonda, 
who, though, as Lee expreſſes it, in all the full 

: - grown 
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grown pride of glorious beauty, diſdains all over- 
tures for a ſecond marriage, ——ſhuns pomp and 
ccremony,—nor haunts the court nor public walks, 
but in her cloſet ruminates what good is in her 
power to do, —— who moſt deſerves, and who 
ttands moſt in necd of her relief; and all thoſe 
cares ſhe once employed to pleaſe the beſt of huſ- 


bands, are ncw taken up with aCts of piety and loft 
om ion. 


Learn, ye fair ramblers after ſhow and hurry, — 

ve midnight gadders to maſquerades and balls, from 
lovely Amadea learn, the timid modeſty that beſt 
befits and beſt ſecures the honour of a virgin ſtate; 
ſhe takes no pains to attract the eyes of the 
gaping multitude, and rather ſhuns than covets po- 
pular admiration :; — ſhe avoids being the firft in 
any new faſhion, and never runs into the ex- 
treine of it; goes to no routs, aſſemblies, or 
maſquerades; ; teldom indulges herſelf even with 
a piay or opera, and when ſhe does, is always ac- 
companied by ſome grave relation, whoſe pre- 
fence is a check on "the impertinence of thoſe 
Whifflers, who ſkip from box to box, ſaying the 
ſame thing to every fine woman they ſee there ; — 
when the walks in the Park, ſhe makes choice of 
thoſe hours when the leaſt company are there, and 


' the only public place you are ſure to find her 1 in is 
at church. 


The example of Dorilaus is a noble reprimand 
to thoſe who ſuſfer themſelves to grow old in riots 
and debaucheries: —early he quitted the levities of 
youth, and, as the ſilver ſwan immerging from the 
ſtream, ſhakes off the drops that hang upon its 
wings, ſo Dorilaus but dipp'd into the follies of the 
times, juſt taſted the licentious pleaſures of the 
town, then deſpiſed and threw them from him 
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with abhorrence. Temptations of every kind have 
ſince ſurrounded him, yet has he ſtill remained un- 
moved; — equally inflexible to the inſinuations of 
luxury, and to the bribes of corruption ; — ſteady 
in virtuous principles, the evil ones at length grew 
weary of their fruitleſs labour, and now ſuffer him 
to enjoy a calm and undiſturbed repoſe, in the ſo- 
ciety of a few ſelect friends, who join with him 
in commiſerating the infatuation of others. 


If there were no cards nor dice in the world, Fa- 
vonius would be look'd upon as an almoſt faultlets 
being, and the voice of envy have nothing where- 
with to caſt a blemiſh on his name :—it cannot be 
denied, however, that Favonius has wit, honour, 
generoſity, aftability, and an affected ſweetneſs 
of diſpoſition ;—qualifcations which would greatly 
compenſate for his love of gaming, if it were not 
for two conſiderations, which are theſe :- 
Firſt, That by indulging this unhappy propenſity, 
he laviſhes too much. of that time which might 
be employ'd in the defence of the liberties of his 
country, and for the benefit of the commonwealth, 
Secondly, That his high character in the world 
makes many people ready, and even proud to fol- 
low his example in this, the ſole error of which 
he can be accuſed, while they neglect the leaſt en- 
deavour to imitate any one of the numcrous vir- 

tues he is maſter of. 


There are many others of both ſexes ſtill living, 
whoſe characters wouid reflect honour on the imi- 
tators; and ſome who, though the world has been 
jo untortunate as to loſe, have leſt behind them 
tuch monuments of their virtues as never can be 
forgotten: their memory ſtrikes a damp on guilt, 
and will eternally be venerated by all the wile and 
good. Put this is a theme which, though 8 

| ittle 
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little affecting to the greateſt part of my readers, 
may yet be too melancholy to ſome others, as well 
as to myſelf; I thai] therefore dwell no longer upon 
it, but return to a ſubject more ſuitable to the pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of the times, which I am not fo ig- 
norant as not tos know an author ought always to 
conſult, if he regards either his own reputation, or 
the intereſt of his bookſeller. 


g · N RA NN LV f · RR, 


SEHR ( 
Gives a ſuccinct Relation of two pretty extraordinary 
Adventures that preſented themſelves to the Author 
in a Morning Ramble, 


CLEAR and undiſturbed ſky, illuminated 
A with a ſmiling ſun, and perfumed with a 
thouſand odours from the-new budding ſpring, in- 


vited me to Hyde-Park. I girded my Invisible 


Belt about me, for the reaſons | have already men- 


tioned in a preceding chapter, and alſo put my 
Tablets in my pocket, though J had not the leait 
expeclation of meeting with any thing in that place 
which ſhould give me occaſion to make ule of 
them. The ſweet ſolemnity of this ſolitude af- 
forded me infinitely more pleaſure than ever I had 
found in a crowded Mall: — it infpired me with 
the moſt delighful ideas, which indulging, I wan- 
der'd for I believe near two hours without meeting 


with * object to interrupt my contempla- 


tions. How much longer I might have continued 
in this agreeable reſyerie, I know not; for I was 
rous'd from it by the ſudden appearance of a gen- 


tleman at ſome diſtance from me, but who was ad- 


vancing directly towards the path where | was :— 
on his approach, I ftepp'd a little on one ſide, to pre- 
vent his running againſt me :—he walked back- 
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wards and forwards with ſome emotion, — Jook'd 
often on his watch, and diſcover'd many ſigns of 
the utmoſt impatience, By the cockade in his hat, 
I doubted not of his being a military gentleman, 
and imagined that ſome dilpute of honour was that 
morning to be decided by the ſword; but I was 
foon convinced of my miſtake, the officer having 
more of Cupid than of Mars in his head. 


had not been many minutes before a dach came 
rp and itopp'd very near the place where I ſtood : 
— there were three women in it; one of whom, 
and much the richeſt dreſs'd, I preſently knew to 
be the cclebtated Lipathea;—the others, as J after- 
wards found, were her woman and nurſe ;—this, 
it ſeems, being the firſt time of her coming abroad 
ſince her bringing into the world a fon and heir, to 
the great joy 0: that honourable family,—as the 
nev's writers expreſs it. Oa fight of the coach, 
the young officer advanced briſkly towards it. — 
Lipathea ſaw him at the ſame time, and thruſting 
gut her head, and half her body, with her accul- 
tom'd loud laugh, call'd to him to come in, With 
theſe words the door was immediately open'd, the 
two women came out, and the officer jump'd in; 
after which the coachman was order'd to drive 
as ſlow as he could to the Wallnut tree Walk, 
and ſo round to the Ha! Ha! wall, and back to 


the ſame place again. 


I had no opportunity to follow them, ſo was 
obliged to content myſelf with hearing the diicourſe 
that paſs'd between the two women who were left 
behind: — to this end I kept as cloſe to them as 1 
could, with my tablets in my hand ; but the 
ſubjects they talk'd on were ſo trifling, that I did 
not think it worth while to ſpread them for the 
impreſſion of their words, till at once the nurſe 

began 
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began to run into a long detail of the particulars 


the knew, or could remcmber, that had happened | 


in the ſeveral families where ſhe had been; but the 
matters ſhe related being wholly inſignificant, and 
unworthy of record, I ſhut up my tablets, and 
gave no f rther ear to what ſhe ſaid, I quitte] not 
the place, however, till the lovers returned from 
the tour they had been making: the coach 


{topp'd, and the captain was ſet down near the end 


of the ſame path where he had been taken up, and 
Lipathea beckon'd her two attendants to come in, 
who by this time, I found, were heartily weary of 
their promenade, | 


The well-known character of Lipathea, one 
would think, ſhould have hindered me from being 
much ſurpriſed at any thing ſhe did; yet could 1 
not be an eye-witneſs of the glaring affront ſhe 
now put upon her huſband, and the modeſty of her 
ſex, without being ſeized with a conſternation im- 
poſſible to be expreſs'd. My meditations on this 
adventure had perhaps laſted 'till I came home, 
if they had net been interrupted by another whicn 
fell in my way, and afforded me, in its co e- 
quences, more matter for diverſion: than the for- 
mer. Beauty, or, what is more than beauty, 
the power of attraction, is not confin'd to perſons 
of a high {tation ; nature can exert herſelf as 
much in the cuttage as the palace, and we ſome- 
times find more real graces under a plain homely 
coif, than under a fine gauze cap ornamented with 


jewels, as the little incident Jam about to rehearle- | 


will abundantiy-evince, 


As I. was paſſing through St. James's-Park,. I 
met a young woman-with a porriager in her hand, 
neatly covered with a large earthen ſaucer z—ſhe 
adyvanc.d. with. ſlow and cautious, ſteps, leſt the 
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ſhould ſpill any part of what ſhe had brought: 


when ſhe drew near the parade, a tall grenadier, 
who I found was her huſband, ſtepp'd forth from 
among his comrades and receiv'd. the meſs from 
her, as alſo a pewter ſpoon, which ſhe took out of 
her pocket, and gave to him at the ſame time, 
Though every thing about her was clean, yet the 
reader may eaſily ſuppoſe extremely mean: ſhe 
had a face, however, that ſtood in need of no ad- 
vantages from dreſs to ſet it off; never had I ſeen 
a finer pair of eyes, or a more ſoft and delicate com- 
plex ion; and, to crown all the reſt of her per- 
fections, there appear d not only in her countenance, 
but in every little motion and geſture, that which, 
in my opinion, is the very ſoul of lovelineſs, a moſt 
perfect innocence and ſimplicity. I was not, how- 
ever, the only admirer whom her charms that 
morning had attracted: a certain officer of 
diſtinction, walking on the parade with another 
gentleman, having ſeen her at ſome diſtance, 
quitted his companion, and came to the grenadier, 
accoſting him in theſe terms: 


Officer. © So, Grenadier, —you are taking your 
© morning's refreſhment : s this pretty damſel 
our wife ?? 
Grenadier. * Yes, pleaſe your honour.“ 
Officer. She ſeems very young; you can't have 
been married long.” 
Grenadier. * About three months, pleaſe your 
© honour.” „ 
Officer. I hope you uſe her well ;—I dare ſay 
ſhe deſerves it.” - 
Grenadier. * I think ſhe has no reaſon to com- 
plain, fir ;—Have you, Peggy?“ 
Wife. © No, indeed,” 
Officer. * I am glad of it; — I would always 
have the women uſed well.” 5 
| _ 


A 


* 
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He ſaid no more, but turned upon his heel, and 
walk'd away with a careleſs air, as if nothing far- 
ther than what he had made ſhew of were in his 


head ; but I perceived he removed no farther than- 


the end of the Canal, and kept an obſervant eye on 
| thoſe he had left behind. The grenadier having 
finiſhed his little repaſt mingled with ſome ſoldiers 
who were on the Parade, and his wife tripp'd out 
of the Park with much more haſte than ſhe had 
come into it : the officer, who had never Joſt 
fight of her, followed, though for a while at ſome 
diſtance, and I kept very near him, reſolving to ſee 
what it was he aim'd at, and what would be the 
iſſue of his deſigns, in cafe he had any of the na- 
ture I ſuſpected. She went through the Treaſury, 

and when he ſaw the had enter'd there, mended his 
pace, and coming up with her under the arch'd paſ- 
ſage, gave her a little ſlap on the ſhoulder : — ſhe 
ſtarted and turn'd back, but on ſeeing him, dropp'd 
a low curteſy, while he ſpoke thus: 


Officer. * Well overtaken, pretty laſs. I 
* wanted to ſpeak to you, I fancy I have ſeen 
you ſomewhere or other; — Pray what country- 
* woman are you? 

Mie. I was born in Lancaſhire, — fo pleaſe 
© your honour.” 

Officer. I thought "of for | have heard ſay all 
the Lancaſhire girls are very handſome. And 
pray what brought you to London ?' 

Wife. The hopes of getting into a good ſer- 
vice, pleaſe your honour; but not hearing of 
one preſently, and happening to get acquainted 
with my huſband in the mean time, I chang'd my 
condition.” 
Officer, * You did well ; there is nothing lite 
being your own miſtreſs: but you country 
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folks are generally afraid of a red coat, — How 
came you to venture on a ſoldier ?” 

Mie. I don't know, fir ;—it was my fate, 1 
© think,” 

Meer. Well, here | is ſomething to encourage 

* You to love the army.” 


With theſe words he drew a ſix- and thirty piece 
of gold out of his pocket, and made an offer of 
putting it into her hands; but ſhe drew back, either 
atham'd or unwilling to accept it, and cry'd, * Oh, 
* fir, I have heard Hay, that women ſhould never 
take money from the men.“ To which he re- 
pid, Thar is f:om your mean dirty fellows; but 
* It is ill manners to refuſe any taing given you by 
«* your ſuperiors.” Hz now took hold of her hand, 
and a ſecond effort obliging her to receive his pre- 
jent, the look'd on it, turn'd it two or three times, 
and the n faid,, © Bleſs me, —what muſt l do with 
this 3 piece of money? 

9 .* Oh, you will find a uſe for it: —that 

pretty face of yours requires a thouſand things 
that the grenadier's pay wiel not enable him to 
purchaſe for you :—and now I think on it, tis 
p.ty be ſhould continue in that low ſtation ;—l 
have it in my power to raiſe him, and 1 will 
< do it; —he ſhall have a halbert forthwith z—but 
kT buſt talk 20 you a little firſt upon that ſcore. 
7 Where do you live? 3 wiil come and ſee 
you.” ; | 

Fife. Oh, dear fir, —we have not a place fit 
for your honour to come into.” 

Officer. * No matt-r for tnat,—I am not proud, 
and never ſeruple to go to any Mae how mean 
ſocver it be, where | can either do a pleaſure to 


myielf, or a ſervice to my friends; „ene no 
excuſes. 
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WWifz. * Your honour. is very good; but I 
do not know how-to tell you, for there is no ſign 
near us: e lodge up one pair of itairs at a 
& button-maker's, the next door but one to a 
* chandler's ſhop, in a little alley that turns out of 
5 e green“ ſtall, and is no thorough- 
* , 
Officer. © I ſhall never find it by this- direction; 
« —you ſh]! ſhew me where it.is now.? ; 
Hife. Lord, fir, what will the people in the 
« ſtreet ſay, to ſee me go cheek-by-jole with ſuch. 
© ſine gentleman as your honour ?* 


Officer. ( Well then, yourſhall walk before, and: | 


* will follow you.” | 
Miſe. But, ſir, my room is all dirty; —I was: 
. juſt going home to clean it now I have carried 
my huſband his breakfaſt .. 8 
Officer. I ſhall not go in, nor vifityou till af- 
6 ter dark, to hinder, as you ſay, the neighbours 
from ſtaring at me: — I will come this evening 
about nine or ten o'clock ;— your-huſband is to 
be upon duty; but do you take care not to be 
© out of: the way; for. it is abſolutely neceſſary I 
* ſhould have ſome diſcourſe with you before I do 
any thing for him.“ | > 
ILife. * Lord, fir, what buſineſs can your honour 
& have with me that he muſt not know? ? 
Officer. * You. may tell him afterwards, if you 
© will: but I won't detain you. any longer,—go 
home and pleaſe: yourſelf that your huſband ſhall 
be a ſerjeant to-morrow, and that I ſhall raiſe him 
„ {till higher z ſo that he may come to be a cap- 
© tain at laſt? | 1 
Wife. © A captain !—oh la! —I ſhou'd never: 
& have thought of ſuch a thing.” > hy 
Officer. It all depends upon yourſelf, and what: 
© I have to communicate to you ;—ſo be fure be 
at home and alone When I come.“ | 
Wife 
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Wife. © Yes, pleaſe your honour, I would not 
© for all the world be ſo rude as to diſappoint you; 
© though I am aſhamed you ſhould come into ſuch 

s a poor habitation as mine.“ 
ier. Never mind that, my pretty one, I 
© ſhall look on nothing in the place but yourſelf.” 


While he was ſpeaking this, he caſt his eyes 
about, and finding there was nobody in ſight, gave 
her a kiſs, after which ſhe made a low curtſy, ang 
turn'd away to go home, bluſhing all the way ſhe. 
went, like the ſun through a gentle ſhower in an 
April morning.---He follow'd, as he ſaid he would, 
till he had ſeen her enter into her little dwelling ; 
nor left the place till he had taken ſufficient notice 
of every thing, to be able to remember and know 
it again. I was now under a molt ſenſible concern 
tor this poor young creature, — thus likely to be 
betrayed, not by any inclination to ill, but merely 
through the fear of offending a perſon above her; 
— quite ignorant of the ſnares of the world, and 
untaught how to reſiſt temptation, ſhe was, alas, jult 
ready to fall into a real fault, by an endeavour to 
avoid an imaginary one : as Mr. Waller ſaid, 
tho” on a different occaſion, eb at 

Innocence and youth oft makes 
In artleſs virgins ſuch miſtakes. 


Tho” I had not the leaſt doubt but that the young 
wife of the grenadier would become a prey to the 
vicious inclination of her ſeducer, yet I had the cu- 
rioſity to ſee in what manner ſhe would behave on 
the full diſcovery of his deſigns upon her. Accord- 
ingly I went about nine o'clock to the little alley, 
and poſted myſelf on a bench at a door juſt oppoſite 
to the dwelling of the grenadier, reſolving to go in 
with the officer when he ſhould come. I had not 
waited above half an hour before he appeared ;— 
he was muffled up in his cloak; bur, by the —_ 
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of a ſmall winking light from an adjacent ſhop, I 
eaſily knew him: — he had taken too much notice 
of the houſe to be miſtaken in it, and entered di- 
rectly, the door being left open, as I ſuppoſe, for 
that purpoſe :——] followed cloſe behind him, but 
never had my Inviſibilityſhip been in ſo much dan- 
ger as it was now brought into by this adventure. 


The grenadier, it ſeems, having been informed 
by his wife of every thing that had paſſed between 
her and the officer, and more zealous in the defence 
of his honour, than perhaps ſome in a much higher 
ttation would have been, had prevailed, for ſome 
pots of beer, on a brother grenadier to do duty for 
him that night; ſo returned home before the hour 
appointed for his rival's approach, and having arm'd 
himſelf with a geod oaken cudgel, ftood on the 
middle of the ſtairs, ready to give a proper recep- 
tion to that invader of his rights. My leader had 
not advanced above five or fix ſteps of the ſtairs, 
when he received a violent blow on the head, which, 
together with the ſurprize it gave him, made him 
reel back, and like to fall on the poor Inviſible ; 
dut I haſtily and prudently withdrew to the middle 
of the entry, and ſtood aloof to hear, at a more 
ſafe diſtance, what would be the end of this affair. 
The grenadier purſued his ſtrokes, and the officer, 
being in no condition to defend himſelf in that 
diſadvantageous poſture, thought it beſt to make his 
eſcape; but not having been accuſtomed to ſuch 
ſteep winding ſtairs, fell down to the bottom; 
— his antagoniſt, though better acquainted with the 
paſſage, in attempting to follow him had the 
fame fate; but being uppermoſt, ſoon recovered 
himſelf, and catching hold of the officer by the 
collar as he was endeavouring to rife, forced him 
on his knees, and continued buffeting him on the 
head and face, till he was covered all over w_ ” 

OO 
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blood that guſhed from his noſe and mouth, as I 
afterwards perccived.. 


The officer made ſeveral efforts to draw his: 
ſword, and at length did ſo; but the other finding 
What he was about, immediately ſeized it by the 
hilt, wreſted it from him, ſnapped it aſunder with: 
his foot,. and threw it over his- head. © Raſcal, 
© will you:mutider. me? cry'd the officer, —No,, 

© replied the grenadier, I will only cool 3 your COU - 
© rage, and make you remember running after 
other men's wives. Dog, do you know 
© who I am? demanded: he?. I only know 
you fora villain, ſaid.the other, that would de- 
bauch my wife, and as ſuch I'll uſe you. 
© JSirrah, returned the officer, I will make you pay 
<« dearly for this inſolence; you know well: 
enough that. J am * , You lye, re- 

« joined the other, and deter to be han ged for. 
© taking ſuch a gentleman's name in your — 
„ KKK K would ſcorn to incak into ſuch a poor 
© hut as this to ſeduce any man's wife.“ I he gre- 
nadier's hands were not idle all this time; but the 

officer having at length got upon his. feet, they. 
continued wreflling together. tor ſome minutes, in- 
which combat. the furious huſband had much the- 
better, which put me in. mind of what Mr. Rowe. 
ſays in Jane Shore: 


In ſpite of birth and lr « a man 
Oppos'd againſt a man, is but a man. 


The officer now ſind ing himſelf quite diſableds. 
and being ſtill under the gripe of his unrelenting. 
enemy, called vehemently out for help; on which 
ſeveral of the neighbours ran in with lighted candles 
in their hands, and the entry was preſently full 
of men, women, and children: but never was 


ſuch a ſpectacle as this demoliſhed beau. + Bleſs 


© me! 
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me ! 3 is the matter? cry'd one; — What 
is the matter ?*— © A{k no queſtions, - — here is. 
half a crown for any one that will get me a chair 
immediately, faid he; and the word was ſcarce 
out of his mouth, defore a cobler ran with all the 
ſpeed he could to do as he deſired. The grenadier 
now / affected the utmoſt ſurprize, and ſaid, — All 
the world ſhould never have made me believe it 
* was your honour ;———] proteſt I took you for a 
rogue that wanted to come to bed to my wife 
* while I was abroad, and thought I could not ule 
© ſuch a one too ill.— The women, on hearing ihis, 
gueſs'd how the buſineſs was, and looked at one 
another and grinn'd ;—one of them, however, was: 
ſo charitable as to fetch a bowl of water to w..ſh 
the blood off his face and garments z — he made. 
uſe of what ſhe brought, but gave no other an- 
iwer to what the grenadier had ſaid, than a look. 
full of reſeutment and confuſion. 


R «a © 


A chair being brought, he catched up „his hat 
and wig, which had fallen off in the ſcuffle, went 
into it, leaving behind him ſufficient matter to em- 

ploy the converſation of the whole alley for a long 
time. — On hearing afterwards the whole truth of 
the affair from the grenadier and his wife, every 
one applauded the conduct of them both, and 
laughed heartily at the diſappointment and correc- 
tion of the laicivious officer, For my own, part, 
after I got hoine, the ſatisfaction of finding myſelf 
{ife from the dangers into which my curioſity had 
brought me, was "Tucceeded by ſome conſiderations 
on the paſſages I had been witneſs of, and I could 
not help being filled with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, 
that perſons endowed with a liberal education, and 
from whom much greater things might be expected, 
{hould, for the ſake of gratifying a fooliſh inclina- 
tion, the fleeting pleaſure of a moment, not oy 

| © 
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be guilty of the greateſt injuſtice to others, but alſo 
of the moſt abject demeaning of themſelves. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Is calculated rather for Admonition than Entertainment, 
and therefore likely to be but little reliſhed. 


Her vainly do we boaſt the light of reaſon, 
when we refuſe to ſubmit either our wills or 
actions to the guidance of its direction, when thro? 
every ſtage of life we ſuffer ſome darling paſſion 
to gain a dominion over-us, and utterly extinguiſh 
that glorious lamp we ſeem ſo proud of, and would 
be thought fo eminently to poſſeſs above the reſt of 
the creation ! Prodigality is generally the vice of 
youth, and avarice of age; but though both theſe 
propenſities proceed from a wrong turn of mind, 
and are diametrically oppoſite to ſound judgment, 
yet I think ſomewhat more may be ſaid in excuſe 
of the one than of the other.— The prodigal laviſhes 
his ſtores in ſuch things as do a pleaſure to him- 
ſelf; and if he ſquanders away his patrimony in 
riotous living, and becomes miſerable in the end, 
there are ſome who profit by his misfortunes ; — 
his money circulates, and the public ſuffer nothing 
by his private ruin, —The miſer, on the contrary, 
not only denies himſelf all enjoyment of the goods 
of fortune, but alſo withholds them, as much as in 
his power, from every one elſe ; — he parts with 
nothing he can get into his clutches, amaſſes heaps 
of treaſure, and ſmiles with a wicked ſatisfaction to 
ſee it lie ruſting in his coffers, while numbers of his 
fellow-creatures are periſhing for want of it. 


 Avarice, above all other paſſions, ſo takes up the 
foul, that it leaves not the leaſt room for any of 
ns the 
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the nobler ſenſations love, friendſhip, pity, and 
even natural affection are excluded thence : — the 
covetous man regards only the gratification of that 


one ſordid view ; all his fears, his hopes, his cares, 
are centered there, and he ſeldom ſticks at any thing 
to obtain it. Beſides, what can be more abſurd in 
itſelf than for people to labour with all their might 


in heaping riches, which they neither uſe, nor can 
aſſure. themſelves but that the next. moment may 
diſpoſſeſs them of? And it is remarkable, that the 
nearer they approach to the time when they can ex- 
pect no other than to be ſnatched for ever from the 


idol they had worſhipp'd, they grow the more eager 


to preſerve it. — Phe condition of thoſe children. 
who have the misfortune to be deſcended from pa- 
rents of the humour I am ſpeaking of, can never 
be too much commiſerated, eſpecially if they hap- 
pen to be born with notions more juſt and ele- 


vated; an inſtance of which kind I am now 
going to relate. 


A gentleman, whom [I ſhall diſtinguiſh. by the 
name of Avario, is ſprung from a very ancient fa- 
mily in the Weſt of England, has a large eſtate, 
and might have been beloved and reſpected by his 
neighbours, if the exceflive parſimoniouſneſs of his. 
diſpoſition did not make him do things which de- 
mean his rank, and even render him contemptible 
in the eyes both of his equals and inferiors. — He 
was married in his youth to a lady of birth and for- 
tune, but had no child for near twelve years ; at. 
which time, however, ſhe brought a ſon into the 
world, which one would imagine fhould have fill'd 


the father's heart with the higheſt ſatisfaction; but 


inſtead of thanking Providence for ſending him an 
heir of his own bowels for his eſtate, he only re- 
pined at the additional expence the new comer 

muſt neceſſarily occaſion. — His lady was. ſenſibly 
| | | afflicted: 
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afflicted at the little notice he took of the young 
Clyamon, for ſo the fon of this unworthy rather 
was called; but when ſhe reproached him with his 
unkindne's, he only gave her this churliſh anſwer: 
— That he ſaw no cauſe for any great rejoicing ; 
for he ſuppoſed, as ſhe had now began to teen, he 
ſhould in a few jears have more children than he 
ſhould be able to maintain. 

Clyamon, notwithſtanding, grew a very fine 
boy; but he woul! have had little to b aſt of from 
education, if his uncle by the mother's ſide, who 
was exceeding rich, and had no children, had not 
cot.ce-ved a more than ordinary affection for him, 
and reſolved to beſtow on him all thoſe advantages 
which were denied to him by the niggardly diſpoſi- 
tion of bis father. He told Avario, that if he 
would truſt him with his ſon, he would bred him 
as his own, and take care he ſhould want for none 
of thoſe accompliſhments which conſtitute the trul 
fine gentleman, in caſe he were capable of receiving 
them ; which, added he, I do not at all doubt of, 
from the early promiſe of his childhood, This offer 
was too agrecable to. both the parents not to be 
feadily accepted: the father rejoiced at being eaſed 
of an expence he could. not foreſee without regret ; 
and the mother was highly pleaſed to think that her 
little darling would now reccive a more polite cdu- 
cation than ſhe could hope the too great frug:lity 
of her huſband would h.ve allowed him. 

Clyamon was about ten years of age when {ir 
Arthur Frankwill, for ſo his worthy. uncle was 
call'd, took him under his protection, and carry'd 
him to a fine ſeat he had about twelve miles dil- 
tant from Avirio's, — Doubly happy for him 
was now this change in his ſituation; tor his mo- 
ther dying ſoon ſter his removal, he would doubt- 
leſs have been deprived of many indulgencies he 
had hitherto enhbyed at home; — but which were 

| abundantly 
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abundantly made up to him by the tender affection 
he was treated with by the good baronet. : Sir 


Arthur not approving of any of the ſchools in that 
part of the country, ſent him to Eton, under the 
conduct of a faithful old ſervant : and in that 
place it was he- received his firſt rudiments of 
learning. The improvements he made there were 
ſuch as did honour to the maſters as well as to his 
own capacity; the accounts thoſe gentlemen 
gave of him in their letters to fir Arthur, were 
confirm'd by their pupil's behaviour whenever the 
times of breaking up gave him the liberty of going 
into the country. Both uncle and father were ſur- 
priſed on finding the ſwift progreſs he made in his 
learning ; — the one was charm'd with the ſucceſs 
of his endeavours, and the other quite tranſported 


that his ſon was in a fair way of being poſſeſs'd 


of ſo many accompliſhments without any colt to 
himſelf. 

Having perfected himſelf in all he could be 
taught at Eton, he quitted the ſchool], by his uncle's 
permiſſion, and return'd to the Welt ; where, 
after having ſtaid ſome time to make an acquaint- 
ance with the gentry, and take ſuch diverſions as 
the country afforded, his uncle thought proper he 
ſhould finiſh his ſtudies in one of the Univerſities, 
and for ſome reaſons which he had within himſelf, 
made choice of Oxford. Clyamon acccrdingly 
went thither at the age of eightcen, and had the 
good fortune to have for his tutor a gentieman of 
deep learning, a keen diſcernment, and an unpre- 
judiced judgment, who inſpired him with ſuch 
principles of juſtice and true honour, as | believe 
he will never depart from. Ihe admonitions of this 
worthy tutor, joined to a natural love of virtue in 
himſelf, entirely preſerved him from running into 
any of thoſe exceiles too many of his age are guilty 
of ; — though nothing could be more gay and ſp 

| | rited, 
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rited, yet every thing he ſaid or did was govern'd: 
by a certain decorum, without ſeeming to be ſo.— 
He could be chearful among the men of his ac- 
quaintance, without immorality or prophaneneſs ;. 
—court]y among the ladies, without flattery or in- 
fincerity ; reſpectful to his ſuperiors, and maintain 
a proper diſtance to thoſe below him, without pride 
or ill- nature: —in fine, his character and manners 
were ſuch as made him highly eſteemed by all the 
wie and good, and. beloved even by thoſe who 
would not. be at the-pains to imitate him. 

After a ſtay of about three years at the univer- 
ſity, he return'd to Sir Arthur's ; for that kind 
uncle and patron would needs have him continue 
to look upon his houſe as his chief home; nor did 
Avario at all oppoſe this motion, tho' he was now 
extremely proud of his ſon, went often to ſee him, 
and would always make him a preſent at every 

public aſſembly or meeting in which he was him- 
ſelf a party. It is certain, indeed, never any young 
gentleman was more happy or contented in his mind 
than Clyamon at the time I am ſpeaking of ; — he 
had but one wifh beyond what he already poſſeſs'd, 
and that remained no longer ungratified than while 
he forbore to mention it. He was as well acquaint- 
ed as books could make him, with moſt foreign. 
parts; eſpecially with thoſe kingdoms and ſtates 
which compoſe this -quarter of the globle; but. 
when he conſidered that the beſt deſcription can- 
not but fall infinitely ſhort of the proſpect, . he was 
very defirous of being an eye-witneſs. of thoſe 
things and places he had read of. OS 

Sir Arthur highly approved of his: nephew's in- 


clination to travel; it feem'd laudabſe to him, 


as he had himſelf often thought. it-was the only 
thing wanting to complete his other accomplith- 
ments; and one day, as they: were talking on that 
ſubject, My dear Clyamon, ſaid he, the defire 

: | you 
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vou have of ſeeing the world is truly praiſe- 
worthy, and I think you cannot better employ 
-< two or three of thoſe years which I hope Heaven 
has allotted for you, than-ia-vifiting the ſeveral 
« courts of Europe: —it will enlarge your ideas; 
and the difference of their manners and polices 
© will, I doubt not, enable you to make ſuch ob- 


< ſervations as may hereafter be of ſervice-to your 


country. I think (purſued he) there is no ne- 
ceſſity of putting you under the care of any perſon 
by way of governor; you are now arrived at 
years, and | flatter myſelf, at diſcretion enough 
to be truſted by yourſelf; —as to the reſt, you 
© may depend that I ſhall ſpare nothing to render 
the tour you make agreeable to you, and that 
© wharever remittances you ſhall have occaſion for, 
from time to time, ſhall be punctually ſent to 
you on a letter of advice.” 

This crown'd all the other favours Clyamon had 
receiv'd from his indulgent uncle; and, it is not 
to be doubted, drew from him the moſt-grateful 
acknowledgements : it was neceſſary, however, 
Avario ſhould be conſulted : —the matter accord- 


ingly was propoſed to him, on which he teſtihed 


that he was not void of natural aftection by the re- 
luctance he expreſs'd for expoſing ſo deſerving a 
ſon to the dangers of travelling ; but the arguments 
_ urged by Sir Arthur, and the entreaties of Clya- 
mon, at length prevailed on him to-conſent. Clya- 
mon ſoon made it appear that it was not to gratif 
a vain unprofitable curioſity, but the laudable am- 


bition of improving his mind, that had made him 


ſo deſirous of going abroad :—the letters he wrote 
to his father and uncle, from France, Italy, Swe- 
den, and ſeveral parts of Germany, wouid have 
been very well worth inſerting in this work; but, to 
the misfortune of the public, I was not then in poſ- 
ſeſſion of my wonderful Tablets, and tho” I heard 


tnem 
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them read more than once, can remember little of 
the particulars they contain. "T'his worthy young 
gentleman had glean'd from every field he paſſed 
through whatever he found capable of increafing the 
treaſures of his mind; and in ſomewhat more 
than two years return'd to England, full fraught, 
though not burthened with underſtanding, and an 
experience far above his years. 

I might here entertain my reader with the j Joy he 
was received with by his father and uncle, the com- 
pliments made to him by the gentry in that part of 
the country, and acclamations of the lower ſort. of 
pcople :—but I have no time to waſte in ſuch mi- 
nute particulars, and muſt procced to more mate- 
riallcireamſtances; — Clyamon had no great reliſh 
for the country: he ſoon grew weary of its amuſe- 
ments; he lov'd company, and had been accuſtom'd 
.to a good deal, both at «ford, as well as while he 
was on his waves: and on account of the great 
diſtance between the gent'emen's feats in that coun- 
try, his uncle's love of retirement, and his father's 
parfimony, neither of their houſes were much tre- 


quented : — he wanted to come to London; — he 
had neier been three whole weeks together in it, 


and thought he ought to be better acquainted with 
what was done in the capita] of the kingdom. — 

Sir Arthur was alſo willng he ſhould be known 
in a place where the accompliſhments he had given 
him might be rer dered more conſpicuous ; but as 
he had more than performed the part of an uncle, 
and fully diſcharged. him of the promiſe he had 
made to Avario concerning his education, he thought 
it was now high time for that gentleman to take 
upon him the father, and make a ſettlement for his 
ſon ſufficient to enable him to appear in the world 
according to the eftate he was born to inherit. 
— This propoſition was not altogether ſo pleaſing 


to Avario as it : ought to have been; but 2s 
| he 
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he could find nothing to alledge againſt the reaſon- 
ableneſs of it, he only evaded complying with it 
at preſent, by ſome trifling excuſe or other, till 
Clyamon, unable to conceal his diſcontent, Sir Ar- 
thur preſs'd more {trenuoully in his favour than he 
had done before, and at length, though with much 
difficulty, drew from that niggardly parent the ſcan! 
ſum of fifty guineas.— This was a light loading for 
the purſe of a young gentleman bred in the manner 
Clyamgn had been, and could not be expected to 
hold out long in ſo expenſive a town as London: 
—Avario, however, accompanied it with a pro- 
miſe of letting him have more as ſoon as he re- 
ceived money from his tenants, who, he pretended, 
had been tardy in their payments of late, and oc- 
caſioned his being very much out of caſh, 
WP could not keep himſelf from being ex- 
tremely ſhocked at this treatment from a ſather, 
who had been at no expence for him ſince he was 
ten years old: — Sir Arthur was no leſs chagrin'd, 
though he concealed it from his nephew, and put- 
ting a Bank bill of fifty pounds into his hand, ſaid 
to h. m. — My dear Clyamon, I would not have 
you be diſconcerted, you know your fathei's 
temper ; but the more he hoards, the more will 
be your own at his deceaſe: in the mean 
time be aſſured I will not forſake you; — I Will 
continually urge him on your behalf, and alſo 
privately ſupply you whenever he is deficient; 
live therefore like yourſelf, and be entirely 
eaſy.” Theſe comfortable words, from a mouth 
on which he knew he might depend, made Clya- 
mon ſet out chearfully for London; but what hap- 


pened to him after his arrival, mult be the ſubject 
of another gh 


* 
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Ts a Continuance of what the former but began, 


HO” Clyamon never had an opportunity of 
making much acquaintance in this metro- 
polis, and now arrived here at a ſeaſon in which 
great part of the nobility and gentry retire to their 
country ſeats, yet was he ſoon known, and his con- 
verſation courted by thoſe of the beſt rank, who 
ſtill remained in town. There were no operas in- 
deed, no plays, no maſquerades to entertain him; 
but the gardens of Ranelagh, Vauxhall, and Mary- 
le-bon ; or, to ſpeak more properly, the gay com- 
pany that frequent thoſe places, left him no want 
of any other amuſement. — The love of pleaſure 
can never continue ungratified in a town like this : 
and it is not to be wonder'd at, if it ſometimes 
got the better of all Clyamon's diſcretion, nor, 
if ſurrounded with temptations, that he could not 
always keep himſelf from giving way to paſſions, 
which in youth, and a ſprightly diſpoſition, are 
ſo natural, that they ſcarcely deſerve the name of 
- faults. It is not my buſineſs to detain the reader's 
attention with an account of his gallantries with 
the fair ſex, if any of the particulars had come to 
my knowledge, which I freely confeſs they did 
not :I ſhall only ſay, that he had no amour which 
could call his honour in queſtion, bring him into 
quarrels, or be productive of any other unhappy 


conſequences. 1 


The only miſtake in conduct he had any great 
reaſon to repent of, he was led into more. by the 
prevalence of example than inclination : — he had 


never been in the leaſt tainted with that epideraic 
| vice, 
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vice, the love of gaming, and rather wonder'd at 
the pleaſure he ſaw it gave others, than deſired to 
be partaker of it himſelf; — yet did he inadver- 
tently ſuffer himſelf one evening to engage in a 
party at that dangerous amuſement, which he 
knew had proved ſo fatal to many of the moſt 
opulent fortunes, and utterly unſuitable to a per- 
ſon in his preſent circumſtances, The perſons he 
. play'd with were well experienced, and great pro- 
ficients in their arts ;—they let him win at firſt 
ſome pieces, and this imaginary ſucceſs Juring him 
to go on, he became at length a loſer about ſeventy 
pounds; a trifling ſum to a gentleman of his 
appearance, yet three times more than he at that. 
time was maſter of. FT 

He diſſembled his chagrin as well as he was 
able, but confeſs'd he had not that ſum about him, 
and would ſend it the next morning ;—on which 


they told him his honour was a ſufficient ſtake for 


ten times as much as he had loſt, and would fain 
have prevailed with him to have play'd on; but he 
now ſaw the folly he had been guilty of, ſo pre- 
tending he had buſineſs, took leave of the com- 
pany, carrying with him a humour very different 
from what he had brought, and from what he had 
ever been poſſeſs'd of in his whole life before. 


Impoſſible it is to expreſs, as he afterwards told 


me, how much he was diſconcerted at this un- 
lucky event; he knew it was expected he 
ſhould promiſe to ſend the money next morning; 
and by what means he ſhould acquit himfelf of 
that promiſe, and redeem his honour, puzzled him 
to a degree that made him almoſt diſtracted. He 
has often proteſted that he never cloſed his eyes in 


ſleep during that whole night, but paſs'd his reſt- 


leſs hours in contriving how to extricate himſelf 
from the labyrinth into which he had ſo fooliſhly 
T0 I EE. ans | ſtray d. 
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ſtray'd.——After much revolving in his mind, he- 
at laſt bethought himſelf of borrowing the ſum he 
wanted of a young gentleman with whom he was 
extremely intimate, and who had a good fortune. 
Purſuant to this reſolution, he roſe the next 
morning more early than he was accuſtom'd, and 
went to his friend, who was not yet ſtirring; but 
on ſaying he had buſineſs of conſequence to impart 
to him, was eaſily admitted to his chamber. 
He told him, in few words, what had happened, 
the vexatious ſituation he was in, and the neceſſit 
he was under of borrowing a ſmall ſum, till he 
could receive a remittance from the country; 
to which the other replied, Upon my ſoul, dear 
Clyamon, I ſhould be glad to ſerve you on this 


N 


Occaſion; but, 'faith, it is not in my power 
at preſent; it is nut a week ago ſince ] loſt 
five hundred pounds at that damn'd whit: 

< and this, with ſome other demands lately made 
c upon me, have quite drain'd me of, all my 
c ready cath :——but I will tell you what Lean do 
© for you; I know a man who has often ſup- 
c plied me and ſeveral of my acquaintance, when 
© they have had a bad run at play he has al- 
ways money by him, and (will lend you what 
« ſum you pleaſe on your ad Hg A premium; 


< | will rife this minute, and go with you to 
„ | = 

Clyamon was highly pleaſed at this offer, and 
while the other was dreſſing, reflected within 
himſelf how his affairs ſtood, and that, the little 
preſents he had received from his father and 
uncle being now almoſt exhauſted, he ſhould ſoon 
| have calls for more money than his gaming debt, 
thought it beſt, ſince he muſt borrow, to bor- 
row as much as would ſupply his expences till 
his father ſhould be prevail'd upon to make him a 
ſettlement, which he flatter'd himſelf would be in 
* a ſhort 
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a ſhort time. He communicated his intentions 
to the gentleman, who-approved it, and havin 

got himſelf ready, they went together to old 
Grub, for ſo the uſurer was called. The wretch 
was jult coming out of his houſe when they came 


to it. On ſeeing them, he turn'd back, and 
conducted them into a little dirty parlour; but 
as the diſcourſe that paſs'd between them was 
ſomewhat extraordinary, I thought it worth writ- 
ing down, as Clyamon ſome time aiter repeated 
it to me word for word : | £4 
Grub. © So, my young 'ſquire, tis a won- 
der to ſee you out of your bed before the ſun 
has run three quarters of his courſe at leaft ;- 
I ſuppoſe you want a little of my aſſiſtance that 
brings you abroad thus early ?” : 
Gentleman. No, faith, Grub, not at preſent; 
but I have a friend here that does,” 


a A 8 


K 


Grub. * Your friend is welcome, —I will ſerve 


a. 


him if I can. 
ou ?' | 
Clyamon. Sir, a preſent emergency lays me 
under a neceſſity of raiſing two hundred pounds 
immediately ; if you have that ſum by you, 
this gentleman will inform you who I am, and 


Pray, fir, what can I do for 


* 


diſcharge any obligation I ſhall enter into on that 
ſcore,” 
Genileman. Ay, ay, Grub,— 
good as the Bank of England,—you need not 
tear your money, — his name is **, — he 
is an only ſon and heir to near two thouſand 
pounds a- year.” 3 
Grub. The gentleman has an honeſt face, 
indeed.“ 
Gentleman. If you have any ſcruple, Grub, I 
will join in the note with all my ſoul.“ 
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Grub. I believe there is no great occaſion; 


only in caſe of accidents, a collateral ſecurity 


may be neceſſaryy “. 
Gentleman. Well, —- well, —you ſhall have it.” 
Grub. © I ſuppoſe, fir, you have acquainted the 
gentleman with the common way of dealing in 
theſe affairs? 2 
Chamon. Sir, I am willing to allow you any 
intereſt for your money that you can in reaſon 
deſire. 5 ES 
Grub. © Sir, I am never out of reaſon with an 
man :——as to intereſt, it is quite out of the 
queſticn ; — I ſhall take no more than what the 
law allows; but when we advance money upon 
a pinch, a certain premium is expected,” 
Clyamin, * Pleaſe to name it.“ 
Grub. Let me ſee; ——you want two hun- 
dred pounds immedi.tely, you ſay :—it is but 
a trifling ſum, indeed; but too much for a poor, 
man like me to loſe ;——we who lend money 
this way run a great riſque ; — not that I doubt 
you, nor am unwilling to advance the money; 
but I think you can do no leis than add an odd 
fifty in the note you make,” f 
Chhamon. How, fir! fifty pounds for the 
loan of two hundred, beſides the intereſt !?. 
Grub. Look ye, fir, I would not have you 
imagine I deal hardly with you; if you 
brought me a note on the beſt tradeſman in the 
city, payable one month after date, I do aſſure 
you that I would not diſcount it a farthing leſs 
than twenty per cent, —Conſider, fir, I may lie 
a great while out of my money; — diſappoint- 
ments ſometimes happen, and when they do, I. 
have not the heart to be ſevere in point of time. 
I ſcorn to diſtreſs a gentleman when I find he has 
it not in his power to-pay, unleſs I hear he is 
going out of the Kingdom, or to enter into the 
army 


) 
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© army; and then, indeed, it behoves me to take 
care of myſelf.” 


Clyamon, in favouring me with the recital of 
this dialogue, told me, that he had not preſence 
enough of mind to keep the ſhock he felt at ſo 
exorbitant a demand from being viſible to the 
uſurer, who looking on him with no very pleaſing 
aſpect, ſaid to kim; ': + 
Grub, I perceive you are diſſatisfied, fir, and 
if ſo, I can keep my money, and you may try 
to ſupply yourſelf at a cheaper rate elſewhere :— 
for my part, I am at no loſs how to diſpoſe of 
the little I have ;—there are enow will be glad 
to receive it on the terms I offer'd you, and it 
may be, not grumble to allow me a better ad- 
vantage.“ 

Gentleman. Nay, —pſhaw, —prithee, Grub, 
don't be out of humour ;—my friend is not ac- 
© cuſtom'd to theſe things, and I had not time to 
© inform him before we came.“ | 
Grub. Sir, I bear a conſcience, and am above 
impoſing on any one; — I am aſhamed to think 
of what is practiſed at ſome great coffee-houles 
that ſhall be nameleſs, where, if a gentleman is 
neceſhtated to borrow ten pieces, he returns 
twenty for it the next morning, or it may be the 
ſame night ;——no, no——ſuch things are 
an abomination to me; I defire no more 
than a living profit, and whoever does not ap- 
prove of my conditions, is at liberty to reject 
them ;—there is no harm done,” | 
Clyamon. Not in the leaſt, fir; and as this is the 
© firſt time I ever had occaſion to become a bor- 
< rower, and was utterly ignorant of the methods 
I ſhould take in ſuch a ſituation, I may deſerve 
© forgiveneſs, 
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Thus was poor Clyamon-compelÞPd, by his im- 
patience to diicharge his debt of honour, to acqui- 
eſce to the excuſe made for him by his friend, and 
comply with the extortioner's demand; — on 
which Grub was eaſily brought into temper again 
—a note was preſently drawn for the ſum of two 
hundred and fifty pounds, and being ſigned by both 
the gentlemen, the whole ſum mentioned in it was 
delivered to Clyamon, who put two hundred 
pounds into his pocket, and returned the other 
fifty to Grub.—< This, ſir,” ſaid the old wary 
curmudgeon, I receive as a preſent from you, 
and thank you for it.“ Clyamon alto, in his turn, 
tharked him for the favour he had juſt con- 
ferred upon him; after which they departed, ſeem- 
ingly with the moſt perfect good-will towards each 
other ; but it is at ruth almoſt unqueſtionable, that 
the lender of this money had infinitely more ſatis- 
faction in his mind than the borrower could poſſibly 
have. Dearly, indeed, did he pay for the means 
of diſcharging an obligation which his inadvertency 
had brought him under; it was, however, of 
this ſcrvice to him, that it made him deteſt high . 
gaming ever ſince, and be careful to avoid all com- 
pany that might draw him into a ſecond misfor- 
Tune of the ſame kind, — as I remember to have 
formerly read in a very old, and now almoſt ex- 
ploded author : | | | 


Wiſe is the man, who by one error taught, 
No more is in the ſame temptation caught. 


There is a way of refraining from being guilty 
of indiſcreet actions, without affecting to be over- 
wiſe. Clyamon had this happy talent; — he 
knew very well, that for a perſon of his years to 
ſet up for a dictator, inſtead of reforming his com- 
panions, would only incur their ridicule; and there- 
fore contented himſelf with not making a party - 

tne 
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the modiſh vices and follies he was ſpectator of, 
without feeming to condemn or to be diſpleaſed at 
them. Conſcious that, on his firſt arrival in town, 
he had not taken all the care he ſhould have done 
to regulate his way of living according to his pre- 
ſent circumſtances, he began to retrench his ex- 
pences as much as poſſibly he could, without letting 
the world ſee he did ſo, or ſinking too much be- 
neath the character of a gentleman born to inherit 
the ample fortune he was. But in ſpite of this 
ſomewhat too late aſſumed ceconomy, he ſoon 
found himſelf in very great neceſſity for a freſh 
ſupply: —he had been in London from the latter 
end of May to the beginning of October, and had 
received no remittances from the country fince he 
left it;z—all his uncle's remonſtrances had not yet 
prevailed upon his father to make the propoſed ſet- 
tlement on him; the uſurer's loan was quite ex- 
hauſted, and he had, beſides, other fmall debts to 
his tradeſmen, ſome of whom had already ſent in 
their bills. | 
To add to theſe vexations, Grub viſited him al- 
molt every day, complained he was out of caſh 
himſelf, and at length grew very importunate, and 
plainly told him, that he could lie no longer out of 
his money, and that if he did not ſpeedily diſcharge 
the note, he muſt take proper meaſures to force 
him to it, In this exigence, he wrote a very preſ- 
ſing letter to his father, intreating an order on his 
banker in London; but the obdurate Avario only 
ſent him an anſwer to this effect : — that it was 
inconvenient for him to break into the ſum in the 
hands of his banker, — ſaid he muſt wait awnile, 
— that he ſhould be in town himſelf the enſding 
November, on the meeting of the parliament, — 
and that then he would do ſomething for him; — 
in the mean time bid him live ſparingly, and hun 
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all places and company that might draw him into 
=_ unneceſlary expence. LA 
oor Clyamon had need enough for all that 
ſock of ſpirits which nature had endued him with, 
to enable him to bear up amidſt the perſecutions of 
his voracious creditors, and the unnatural behaviour 
of his father; — he had now no other reſource re- 
maining, than an application to fir Arthur, but 
very loth he was to be troubleſome to that dear. and 
beneficent uncle, to whom alone he was indebted 
for what he looked upon as infinitely more valuable 
than his being, his education ; and was with much 
debate within himſelf, whether it were not better to 
endure the inſults he was expoſed to, rather than run 
the riſque of diſpleaſing a patron he had ſo much 
cauſe to love and reverence, But while he con- 
tinued thus irreſolute in his mind, an accident 
happened which put a final end to all the con- 
tention in his thoughts on that ſcore, by preſenting 
him with a nusfortune, which was the more ſevere, 
by its being ſudden and unapprehended, _ 
The good fir Arthur Frankwill died; fate 
ſnatched him from the world at once, without the 
jeaſt previous warning, and allowed no time for the 
making bequeſts, either to his beloved Clyamon, or 
any other perſon, whom elſe he might have thought 
worthy of a place in his remembrance ; — ſo that 
leaving no will behind him, his whole eſtate, toge- 
ther with all the perſonal effects he was poſſeſſed of, 
devolved o- a fon of his elder ſiſter, as being the 


* 


Arſt of blood and heir at law, — a gentleman who 


had always looked upon Clyamon with too envious 
an eye to have any ſincere friendſhip for him. The 
firſt account of this misfortune was tranſmitted to 


Clyamon in a letter from the above-mentioned 
kinſman, and contained the following lines: 


Dear 
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Dear Covsin, | | 
* THIS comes to acquaint you with the loſs 
we both ſuſtain by the death of our dear uncle, 
who departed this life ſix days ago; — he was 
ſeized with an apoplectic fit, out of which he 
never recovered, in ſpite of all the endeavours 
that could be uſed. —I did not ſend to defire your 
company at the funeral, as it would have been a 
ſuperfluous compliment to him, and a great fa- 
tigue and expence to yourſelf, in coming ſo long a 
journey; but as I am ſenſible of the affection he 
had always for you, I encloſe a Bank bill of 


poſe of my uncle's houſe as ſoon as I can hear of 
a purchafer, and am now ſending away all the 
furniture, ſo can make no invitation to you 10 
come hither ; ſhall be glad if you will paſs a few 
days with me at "I'-—, on your return into the 
country.—d0 the hurry I am in at preſent per- 
mits me to add no more, than that I am, &c. 
„G. HAwK5MORE.” 
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It is certain at this time, and indeed almoſt at 
any other, there were few things could have hap- 
pened more unfortunate for Clyamon than the 
death of his uncle, as he had not only loſt in him 
an indulgent parent, a tender friend, and a kind 
protector, who had promiſed never to forſake him, 
but alſo the only perſon in the world who had the 
moſt influence over his father, and by whole inter- 
ceſſion he hoped to have been ſoon relieved from 
the precarious ſituation he was at preſent in. He 
had ſcarce time to recover himſelf from the firſt 
emotions of grief, on the above-mentioned melan- 
choly account, when he receiv'd private intelligence 
that Grub intended to arreſt him, and had even 
employed a ſheriff's officer for that purpole :—he 

N 5 had 


twenty pounds for mourning. I intend to diſ- 
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had no way to prevent this affront, but by flying 
for revenge to the verge of the court, which he ac- 
cordingly did, and took a lodging in Scotland- 
yard.—Grub ſoon heard of his retreat, traced him 
to his aſylum, and endeavoured by all the means 
he could to render it of no ſervice to him ; but 
Clyamon had laid his caſe before the board of 
green-cloth, who had afſured him of their pro- 
tection, till the arrival of his father ſhould diſ- 
Charge this troubleſome affair. | 

The time was now near in which Avario was 
expected, and he ſtaid not many days beyond it; 
but his preſence. rather augmented than put an end 
to the diſtreſs of Clyamon. That unnatural pa- 
Tent, on finding the condition he was in, flew into 
the extremeſt rage; — reproached his extravagan- 
cies, as he call'd them, in the moſt bitter terms ;— 
{wore he would fee him ſink under the calamity to 
which he had reduced himſelf, rather than give a 
fingle guinea to relieve him from it; — and even 
curs'd the memory of the good fir Arthur for having 
indulged him, as he ſaid, in notions ſo contrary to 
whet he ought to have been inſpired with: it 
was in vain that Clyamon endeavoured to alleviate 
his fury ;—he would hearken to no excuſes, — be 
| ſoftened by no ſubmiſſions he could make. — One 
of the gentlemen of the honourable board, on Cly- 
amon's requeſt, urged the defence of that young 
gentleman in the ſtrongeſt terms ; but Avario for 
many days continued deaf to all remonſtrances in 
his behalf, and gave no other anſwer, than that, as 
his ſon had brought himſelf into this trouble by his 
folly, he muſt endeavour to get out of it by his wit, 
This cruel ſarcaſm, when repeated to Clyamon, 
made him almoſt forget the duty of a ſon, and, as 
he confeſs'd to me, ready to burſt into exclamations, 
which he would aiterwards have reproached wm" 
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ſelf for having been guilty of uttering, or even 
thinking of. 1 

Grub, and ſome other of his creditors, finding 
they could do no more to him in the place where 
he was, took their revenge in perſecuting him with 
unceaſing clamours, which threw him ſometimes 
into ſuch fits of melancholy, as, if he had not 
been furniſhed with a great ſtock of morality and 
good ſenſe, would doubtleſs have puſhed him on 


ſome deſperate method to end thoſe misfortunes 


which he ſaw no probability of being removed from. 
Avario, in the mean time, notwithſtanding 
his churliſh and ſordid diſpoſition, was far from 
being eaſy in his mind ;——the firſt guſt of paſſion 
being blown over, the merits of Clyamon roſe in 
oppolition to the fault he had been guilty of, and 
made it, by degrees, ſeem leſs : he could not 
torbear remembering that he was his ſon, and ſuch 
a fon, as every one who was a father wiſhed his 
own might copy after. In fine, nature and reaſan 


joined their forces, and pleaded ftrongly in behalf 


of Cly amon, and almoſt wrought him to forgive- 
neſs; but as often as he reflected how much it 
would coſt to pardon him, and that he could not 
receive him into favour without payment of his 
debts, the thoughts of parting with his money gave 
a ſudden check to his paternal inclinations. 

At length, however, ſome hints which Clyamon 
dropp'd in one of the many petitionary letters he 
ſent to him, making him apprehenſive that the 
moſt dreadful conſequences might attend the deſpair 
of his offending ſon, he became determined to do 
ſomething for him. He ſent a perſon to him with. 
ten guineas for his preſent ſupport, and an offer of 
making up his affairs, in caſe he could prevail on 
his creditors to compound for the one half of what 
was owing to them; — Clyamon accepted his fa- 
ther's preſent, trifling as it was, with ſubmiſſion , 
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but could not forbear teſtifying the utmoſt diſdain 
at propoſing of a compoſition ; for beſides being 
certain that it would never be complied with, the 
thing itſelf appeared to him ſo abject, that he choſe 
to ſuffer any thing rather than de mean himſelf to 
mention it. This refuſal put Avario into a ſecond 
flame; but he ſoon cool'd again, and after ſome 
little conflict within himſelf, the neceſſity there was 
of reſtoring the liberty of an only ſon got the better 
of his love of money. Loth, however, te part 
with his darling pence as long as there was a poſſi- 
bility of keeping them, he found out an expedient 
to protract the doing a thing ſo irkſome to him ;— 
he communicated his intentions to Clyainon in a 
letter, which that young gentleman ſhewing me 
afterwards, I found contained words to this effect: 


48 ON, 

* THO! ! have been juſtly irritated againſt 
you, firſt by your extravagancies, and ſince by. 
your late obſtinacy, yet I cannot forget I am 
your father, nor ſuffer you to fink bencath thoſe 
misfortunes your folly and diſobedience have 
brought you into:—1 have reſolved to pay all 
your debts before leave London; but as it is not 
convenient for me to do it ſooner, would not 
have you venture out of the verge, for fear of 
bringing yourſelf into diſgrace, and an additional 
expence on me for your releaſe; —in the mean 
time am content to allow you two guineas and a 
half per week, for the ſuſtenance of yourſelf and 
ſervant. It is expected we ſhall be diſſolved about 
the middle of February, when writs will be iſſued 
out for a new election; and I ſhall then ſet you 
clear in the world, and take you home with me; 
for I do not think it adviſeable you ſhould live 
in this luxurious town, till you are better ac- 
quainted with the true value of money 3 
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« ſeem. to be at preſent : I hope, notwithſtanding, 
that your future behaviour will atone for the er- 

< rors of the paſt, and I ſhall have no occaſion to 
« repent the proof I now give you of being your 
« affectionate father, | | | 
: * AVARIO.' 


The joy Clyamon would have felt, on finding 
full ſatisfaction would be given to the demands of 
his impatient creditors, was very much abated by 
the thoughts of being obliged to reſide conſtantly 
with his father in the country, as the manner in 
which he knew he muſt live would be very diſa- 
greeable to his humour, and widely different from 
what he had been accuſtom'd to with his uncle. It 
alſo ſeemed a little hard to him, that by delaying 
the diſcharge of his debts till his departure, he 
ſhould be ſecluded from all enjoyment of the plea- 
ſures of the town, even while he continued in it : 
but he ſaw into the policy of his father in doing 
this, and as there was no remedy, endeavoured to 
be as contented as poſſible. In the anſwer he gave 
to his father's letter, he expreſſed himſelf in terms 
highly pleaſing to him, and brought on a perfect 
reconciliation, as will preſently appear, on occaſion 
of an accident which happened ſoon aiter, 
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Concludes a Narrative which has ſomewhat in it that 
will, in a Manner, compel thoſe wha fhall be moſl 
offended to counterfeit an Approbation, for the Sake 
of their own Reputation. 


HO the greateſt intimacy with Clyamon, and 

a long acquaintance with Avario, made me 

no ſtranger even to the minuteſt particulars of the 
tranſaction I am relating, I mean, as far as I could - 
| be 


_ 


278 THE INVISIBLE SPT. 


be informed, by the perfect confidence with which 
I was honour'd by both theſe gentlemen ; yet, as 
no ſure dependance can be placed either on what 
people ſay of themſelves, or the report given of 
them by others I ſhould never have ventured to 
ſpeak ſo pofitively in many things as I have done, if 
the gift of faite had not afforded me an op- 
portunity of accompanying them when they thought 
themſelves entirely alone, and of beholding them 
in thoſe unguarded attitudes which are the beſt, 
and only certain diſcoveries of, the inward work- 
ings of the human mind. - 
It was my dear Belt could have alone convinced 
me that, contrary to the general opinion of the 
world, it was not ill- nature in Avario, or the ig- 
norance of what he ought to do, which had hin- 
dered him from being an affectionate huſband, a 
tender father, a faithful friend, and an indulgent 
maſter ; but merely his inordinate love of money, 
and an unaccountable apprehenſion of being re- 
duced to the want of it, that made him center his 
whole cares in his bags, regardleſs of all the ties 
of blood and nature, and render'd him almoſt in- 

capable of practiſing any ſocial virtue. | 
It was by this beneficial preſent that I became 
aſſured Clyamon was much more worthy than he 
took any pains to. appear; —— that in all ſerious 
matters he was ſteady and unſhaken, and in his 
pleaſures decent and well manner'd ; and that, 
young as he was, he had ſet up a tribunal in his 
own heart, where reaſon, preſiding as his ſole judge, 
carefully examined all his actions, and whatever 
unruly paſſion had got the ſtart, ſtopp'd it in its 

career, and brought it back to obedience. 
Many intereſting circumſtances, relating to this 
affair, between father and ſon, are loſt to the pub- 
lic by my having been deprived for ſome time of 
my Cryitalline Tablets, which had been ſtolen from 
| me, 
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me, with ſeveral other things of much leſs, tho? 
more ſeeming value, by an unfaithful ſervant; but 
the villain finding, 1 ſuppoſe, that he could make 
nothing of the Tablets, and looking upon them 
only as a curioſity which would pleaſe nobody io 
much as myſelf, ſeal'd them up, and cauſed them 
to be left for me at a coffee-houſe: — my joy at 
getting them again made me forgive the reſt of 
the robbery, and ſeek no farther after the thief. I 
recovered my purloined treaſure juſt about the time 
that Clyamon was in the above-mention'd ſitua- 
tion; ſo that what remains to be recited of this 
narrative, will be chiefly taken from the mouths 
of the perſons concern'd in it. I was one morn- 
ing in Clyamon's apartment, under the cover of 
my Belt, when a young gentleman of the name of 
Careleſs came to viſit him; after exchanging 
the bon jour, and ſome other cuſtomary ſaluta- 
tions, Careleſs began the converſation between 
them in theſe terms: 


Careleſs, * Where do you think I was yeſter- 
day ? ? 2 
8 I am no conjurer.“ 

Careleſs. © Gueſs. : 

Clyamon. It would be a needleſs trouble; — 
prithee ſpare it me.” | Y 
Careleſs. * Why, *faith, in the gallery of the 
© Houſe of Commons.“ 

Clamon. * The Houſe of Commons !—it muſt 
© be a bulineſs of vaſt importance ſure, that could 
carry a fellow of thy gay ſprightly temper into 
that grave venerable place.“ = 
Careleſs. * No, thank Heaven, buſineſs and I 
are perfect ſtrangers to each other; but I had an 
hour or two upon my hands, and went thither 
merely to kill time: — but was never more di- 
verted in my whole life, than to ſee how ſome 
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< young members, who had got their heads toge- 
ther, and were giggling over a copy of verſes in- 
£ ſcribed to Fanny Murray, were put to ſilence in 
© an inſtant, and look'd as filly as a ſchool- boy un- 
der the laſh of correction, on the ſpeaker's crying 
out with anaudible and auſtere voice. To or- 


„ der, gentlemen, — for ſhame, — to order.“ 


Chamon. Methinks, indeed, they might have 


found a more proper place and time for laughter. 


« —Was my father in the Houſe, pray? 

Careleſs. *.O yes, and I aſſure you the old 
© gentleman made as wiſe a figure as any there ;— 
© he ſaid nothing, indeed, but fat as ſerious as a 
judge upon a criminal cauſe, leaning both his 
© hands upon his gold-headed cane, and his chin 
* upon his hands, and liſtening with great attention 
« toavery long, and I ſuppoſe, learned harangue 
© of a leading member. How do you deſign to 
$ diſpoſe of yourſelf to day? | 

Clyamon. I have not yet confider'd.” 

Careleſs. *<Tis a glorious morning; — are 
* you for the Park? — I come on purpoſe to aik 
you.“ 

—— = With all my heart.“ 

Careleſs. Come along then, — I dare fwear 
« the Mall is half full by this time; — let us go, 
and laugh at the great vulgar and the ſmal}, —as 
6 Cowley ſays.” ; 


Juſt as they were going out of the room a letter 
was preſented to Clyamon from his father, which 


he turning back to read; I ſtepp'd behind him, and 
found it contain'd theſe lines: 


Dear CL, | 
< I Have ſomething to impart to you, which is 
© of the utmoſt conſequence to my peace of mind, 


and your future happineſs; — be careful, there- 


fore, 


THE INVISIBLE SPY. 281 


fore, not to be out of the way to-morrow morn- 
© ing, when I ſhall call upon you as I go to the 
< Houſe; for what I have to propoſe cannot be 
© ſettled too ſoon. — Be aſſured I am impatient to 
* ſee you make as good a figure in the world as T 
think you deſerve, and that no more is required 
of you than a juſt ſenſe of your duty to me, and 
* a regard for what is your own intereſt, to pre- 
ſerve me always your very indulgent and loving 
father, 5 | 
| © AvARIO.' 


Clyamon was ſo tranſported with the kindneſs of 
this epiſtle, that he could not forbear ſhewing it to 
Careleſs, who, knowing the temper of Avario, had 
no ſooner Jook'd over than he ſaid: | 


Careleſs, © T will lay my life upon it, that the 
sold gentleman has found out ſome rich widow 
© or heireſs for you, with whoſe fortune you may 
make a figure in the world, and fave his own til} 
© he cau keep it no longer.” 427 

Clyamon. © I hope not ſo, for as yet I have no 
* inclination to marry ; and whenever I do, ſhall 
like to have a wife of my own chuſing.” 
Careleſs. * You muſt be cautious, neverthe- 
© lefs, not to venture a ſecond brulee with him; 
for he ſeems to have ſet his heart very much 
upon this buſineſs, whatever it is that he has now 
© got into his head. $553 67 Y 

Clyamon, Deuce take you for putting it into 
mine ; but IL will think no more on it: —if 
the thing ſhould be as you imagine, I thall have 
time enough to be uneaſy after knowing it 
but come. tis almoſt two o'clock, let us 
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With theſe words they went to the Mall, and I 
returned home; where reflecting, as I always did 
after theſe excurſions, on what I had ſeen and heard, 
1 could not help being of the ſame opinion with 
Mr. Careleſs, as touching the intentions of Avario, 
and fear'd that poor Clyamon, with all his merit, 
would be obliged to become a prey to ſome old 
well jointur'd Jezebe], or rich Dowdy, who ow'd 
her virginity to her uglineſs, By what I have 
often freely confeſſed concerning the inquifitive- 
neſs of my diſpoſition, the reader will eaſily ſup- 
poſe I felt no ſmall impatience for the event of 


Avario's vifit to his ſon; and indeed I believe that 


young gentleman himſelf could ſcarce be more 
anxious. That I might loſe nothing of what 
ſhould paſs between them, I took care to poſt my- 
ſelf very early in Clyamon's apartment, and it was 
well I did fo, both for the fatisfaftion of my own 
curioſity, and the emolument of the publie; — for 
Avario came in preſent]y after me. 1 


As they had not ſeen each other for ſome time, 
Clyamon threw himſelf on his knees, and in that 
poiture thank'd his father for the pardon he had 
vouchſafed to his offence, as well as for his kind 
promiſe he had given for the diſcharge of his debts. 
Avario ſeemed very much pleaſed with this ſubmiſ- 
lion, raiſed and embraced him with great affection, 
and after they were ſeated, replied to what he had 
ſaid in theſe terms : | 


Avario, It is a great deal of money, indeed, 
© the folly you have been guilty of will coſt me; 
© but it is the firſt, and I flatter myſelf will be the 
© laſt I ſhall have to complain of, — ſo we will ſay 
© no more of what is palt : I came now to talk 
© with you on a ſubject more agreeable to us both.” 


Clyamon. 
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Chamon. I have the preateſt reaſon in the 


0070 lir, to hope every thing from your good- 


neſs.” 

Avario. Ay, Cly amon, — you are my only 
ſon, — you may be ſure I have nothing ſo much 
at heart as your welfare, and I'think I have now 
hit upon ſomething that will make you as happy 
as you can with to be. Your late uncle, fir 
Arthur, was always teizing me on the ſcore of a 


conſtant allowance for you out of my eſtate, to 


the end you might be in a manner independent, 
and J have at length reſolved to do it. | 
Clyamon. © Whatever you are pleaſed to grant, 


fir, I ſhall take care to employ fo as to give you | 
no cauſe to repent your bounty. | 


Avario. But that is not all, Ciyamons — 
what I ſhall do for you will put you in a-way of 
making yourſelf a much greater man than you 
would be by what yo will enjoy on my de- 
ceaſe.” 

Chamon. I am not ambitivus, Fay but mal 


readily embrace any laudable means of ring 
my fortune.” 


Avario. Why that's dl ſaid, and what I 


© have to propoſe is not only Jaudable but honour- 
© able too : —it is this,—you ſhall be a nn of 
* the Houſe of Commons.“ 


Clyamon. Sir, I ſhall be proud: to ſerys: my 


© country in any capacity; but in this fear m. 
youth and ne * be very juſt ob- 
© Jesndns Nd 


„ A 6 6A a 


Auario. Tut, — tat, there are much 
younger than you in the Houſe, and tho' I ſay it, 
of much leſs underſtanding too. As to the 
forms that are to be obſerved there, I can inſtruct 
you in them — and as to the reſt, you will 
eaſily come into it of yourſelf ;- therefore no 
more of ſuch idle ſcruples: an over-modeſty 
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be received in your name; 


and diffidence of yourſelf is the worſt quality a 
man that aims to riſe in the world can be poſ- 
ſeſs'd of, — I have conſidered on this matter in 
all its circumſtances, before I mentioned it to 
you; and in order to qualify you for a Member, 
have reſolved to aſſign over to you five hundred 
pounds per annum of my eſtate,” 


Chamon. That, fir, is more than I could 


have preſumed to alk,” D 
Avario, I mean, the rents of ſo much ſhall 


as to the cath, I 
think it much ſafer in my own hands than 


yours; but you ſhall want nothing that is neceſ- 


ſary, and when the buſineſs of Parliament calls 
you to London, give you leave to draw upon me 
for what ſum, or ſums, you ſhall find occaſion 
for in reaſon.” | EE. 
Chamon. This, fir, is far from putting me 
out of a ſtate of dependance,” wt \ 

Avario, * You ought not to deſire it; your 
uncle talk'd fooliſhly, very fooliſhly on this head; 
and if it had not been for the obligation I had to 
him on the ſcore of your education, I ſhould | 
have told him ſo :—a ſon ought always to be de- 
pendant on his father, and I think you have very 
great cauſe to be content in being ſo, as you 
have experienced the paternal affection I have 
for you, by my readineſs to forgive your faults, 
and to diſcharge thoſe debts your: extravagancies 
had contracted.” |; - __ 
Chamon. Sir, I ſhall always retain a grateful 
ſenſe of all you have done for me; — but, pray, 
fir, ſince it is your pleaſure that I ſhould be a 
Candidate at the enſuing Election, what Place 
have * in your eye for me? I ſuppoſe for 
ſome Borough.* .- {fy my us 
Avario. * No, no, — for our own County.“ 
Chamon. Then, ſir, do you decline ſtanding 
yourſelf 2? TT, _ 
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Avario. Yes, Clyamon, — I grow old, and 
am weary of the fatigue of coming up to London 
once every year; — I find it very expenſive, as 


well as troubleſome ; for tho' I board while I 


am here at a pretty cheap rate, with one that 
was formerly my ſervant, yet I know not how 
it is, money runs ſtrangely away in this town; 
—beſides, 1 do not think I have been well uſed, 

I have had the honour of repreſenting the 
County of *#*##® jn three ſucceſſive Parliaments, 
and have got nothing by it, — but the honour ; 
—and tho' I have conftantly voted on the ſide of 


the court, and whenever any debate of conſe- 


quence was to come upon the carpet, have al- 
ways previouſly attended the levee of the Mini- 


ſter, to know his will and pleaſure; all the re- 


compence I have had has been ſometimes a 
ſhake of the hand, a gracious nod, a ſmile, and, 


how does my ood friend Avario ! * 


Chamon. You amaze me, fir; — I never 
imagined a gentleman had any other intereſt in 
his Election, than the pleaſure of having an opr 
portunity to ſerve his Country. 

Avario, * Serve his Country !—a fiddle on the 
Country ; -it would be well worth a gentle- 
man's while, indeed, to cajole, treat, and bribs 


every little dirty fellow that has a vote to give, 


— to ſpend ſo much time and money, and, it 
may be, drink himſelf half dead into the bargain 
at his Election, if it were not for the ſake of 


ſerving himſelf, inſtead of the rabble who make 
choice of him for their Repreſentative; no, 


no, boy, —if we had not honour, favour, and 


prefer ment in view, our Electors would be 
obliged to court us to accept their Votes, not wg 


to ſolicit them. 


Clyamon, Hut, fir, ſuppoſing this to be the 
_, how do * think it poſkible I mould ac- 
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quire any of thoſe advantages which you ſay you 
have failed in the purſuit of yourſelf ? ?) 

Avario, * FI] tell, you, Clyamon, — I could 
only give my bare vote, for or againſt any queſ- 
tion I never had the gift of either ſpeaking or 
writing; — now I am pretty ſure you can do 
both ; and a pathetic ſpeech, or a ſtrong pamph- 
let, are prevailing arguments with the Miniſtry, 
a man that can do theſe may have any thing, 
— may make his own price; — ſo, Cly, it will 
be your own fault if in a Seſſions or two you are 
not above receiving any aſſiſtance from me.“ 


Chamon. Sir, I thall be always ready to exert 


R KM M K A 


the little talents I am maſter of to promote what- 
ever Ithinł is for the good of the Commonwealth.” 
Avario, *© Put, what have you to do with 
the Commonwealth ? — you are not to ſet up for 
a judge of what is for its good, or what is not ſo; 
your buſineſs is to pleate the Miniſter, and to 
think every thing right he takes upoh him to 


maintain.“ 


Chaman * But, ir, how is this conſiſtent with 
my conſcience or my honour ? ? 
Avario. Idle, very idle I do not like theſe 


© notions, Clyamon, — they may tempt you to an 


< bite.” 


a 


© GO „ „ „ 


oppoſition; I ſhall be afraid you are a Jaco- 


Chamon. Why, ſir, are all men of honour 
ZV 
 Avaria,, No; but this romantic, unpro- 
fitable honour you talk of, is either Jacobitiſm 
or ſomething as bad; — enthuſiaſm and bigotry. 
Is not the Court the ſource or true honour ?— 
Do not all honours, dignities, and promotions 
flow from thence ? — Therefore I ſay, whocver 
is againſt the Court will never riſe to honour, or 
any thing elſe that is valuable.“ | 


Chamon. 
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' Avario, Not at all; it is a thing too com- 
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Clyam,on. Sir, you may be perfectly aſſur'd that 
I ſhall always do my beſt in ſupport of every 


meaſure which tends to the real honour of his 


Majeſty, and the good of my Country; and 


never oppoſe any which den not oppoſe the 
Conſtitution.” 

Avario, * But you muſt not examine too ſcru- 
pulouſly into theſe things ; —you are to ſuppoſe 
that thoſe who are entruſted with the manage= 
ment of Public Affairs are better acquainted with 


the Conſtitution than you can pretend to be; and 


muſt therefore take it for granted, that whatever 
they ſay or do 1s right.” 

Clyamon, Hut, ſir, does not this implicit faith 
in the judgment of others, and giving up my 
own entirely, ſavour ſomewhat of a laviſh ſub- 
miſſion ? * 

Avario, * No, it is only good policy, and 
look'd upon as ſuch by all who know the world ; 
— indeed, if after your Voting, Speaking, and 
Writing, they ſhould take no notice of you, it 
would behove you to pluck up a ſpirit, and extort 
that reſpect to your reſentment, which th were 
not grateful enough to pay to your complaitance. 
I thall then give you leave to oppoſe them in 
every thing, whether it be Wrong or whether it 
be right.“ 

Clyamon. * But would not this changing ſides, fir, 
make me become contemptible to both Parties ?? 


monly practiſed to be wonder'd at, and has often 
had a very good effect when nothing elſe would 
do: Publico, for example; it was a good 


while, indeed, before they bid up to his price; 


but he found it neceſſary at laſt, and he now 

enjoys the A of his labour,” 

Clyamon, * Yes, fir, I have heard of man) 

others who have been bought off the ſame mw : 
but 


- 
GEWROP Wag 4,0 es W 
: 


A 


288 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 


© but whatever has been done in former admini- 
« {trations, I hope the preſent will attempt nothing 
© that ought to be oppoſed.” | 
Avario. No, no, you are not to ſuppoſe 
they will; unleſs, as I jult now obſerved,, they 
force you to it by neglecting to recompence your 
ſervices.” 5 
Clyamon. According to this, fir, it will be 
very difficult, if not altogether impoſſible, for the 
people to diſtinguiſh between thoſe who would 
defend, and thoſe who would betray and ſacrifice 
the Liberties of their Conſtituents.“ — 
Avario. If the people are betray'd and ſacri- 
ficed, as you call it, they can blame nobody but 
themſelves. —Why do they take money for their 
Votes? Why do they, like Eſau, ſell their birth- 
rights for a meſs of pottage? —When a gentle- 
man buys a County, a Borough, or a Corpora- 
tion, he has, doubtlels, a right to make. the moſt 
of it he can.” - I W. n 
Chamon. This, fir, is puniſhing Corruption 
with Corruption.“ | DO 2 
Avario. * Ay.;—Is it not juſt it ſhould be ſo ? 
© —Lookye, Clyamon, you are a novice in theſe 
affairs as yet, but a little time will make them 
familiar to you; I do not doubt but I ſhall hear 
of your being cloſeted by the great man; and 
when once you are cloſeted, your buſineſs is 
done; — you will have no farther occaſion for 
my inſtructions or aſſiſtance either ;—but I ſhall 
ſay no more at preſent on that head; - you muſt 
think of preparing yourſelf to ſet out on your 
journey to r*, in a day or two." | 
Chamon. What, fir, before you go? 

Avario. Yes, yes, — we ſhall not be diſſolved 
ſo ſoon as we expected; — I do not believe I ſhall 
be able to get down theſe {1x weeks or two months; 
there have been ſome odd turns of late by 

© but 
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© but no matter, they are ſecrets, and muſt be kept 
© ſo;—but it is highly neceſſary you ſhould begin 
© to make your intereſt ;—you are already known 


© to the greateſt part of the gentry, and Jam pretty 


« ſure they will all be for you to a man. — Vou 
© muſt cultivate an acquaintance with the freehold- 
ers, ride about among them, invite ſome of the 


© moſt leading men home, treat them handſomely, 
© and make little preſents to their wives and daugh- 


6 ters, of ſnuff- boxes, rings, necklaces, and ſuch 


© toys to pleaſe their fancies :—i will get a friend 


© of mine to purchaſe a cargo of them for you to 


© take down, and will write to my ſteward to fur- 


* niſh you with. what money you ſhall have occa- 
6 ſion for.“ | 


an 


Chamon. Do they know, ſir, that you intend. 


to decline ſtanding any more; 


Advurio. Not yet; but 1 ſhall write to night to 


© inform them of it, a to urge all my friends in 
your behalf: — I hear your couſin 
has taken it into his head to offer himſelf as a can- 


didate, and tho? he is not- beloved on account of 


the buſtle he made about turnpikes, yet the large 
< eſtate he is now in polieiion of, by the death of 
Sir Arthur, may give him an influence over ſome 

people. ſo there is no time to be loſt; 
© would have you leave London on Monday next. 


© —[ have given orders that all your creditors ſhall. 


© bz paid their full demands this day, and I think 


you can have no other buſineſs of conſequence. 


to detain you here.“ 
Chamon. None at: all, fir.” 


Avario, © Well then, wi friends you-have to: 


take leave of, you may ſee this afternoon, and 


come to dine with me to-morrow —it is Sun- 


day, and you know is a leiſure day, and [ ſhall | de 


+ at home: — tho 1 am a boarder, I helieve you. 


Vol L.. O © will. 
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© will be welcome,—or it may be I ſhall add a diſk 
© to the table; therefore do not fail to come.” 

" Clyamen, * You may depend, fir, that this com- 
; na ove: too agreeable to me not to be punctually 

0 ey? 5 ES? . 

The old gentleman then ſaid no more, but after 
giving his ſon a gracious nod, went out of the room, 
with a countenance which denoted the moſt perfect 
ſatis faction of mind. Clyamon waited on him 
down ſtairs, and I intended to follow as foon as hls 
return ſhould give me an opportunity of going down; 

but was retarded by Mr. Careleſs, who came in im- 
mediately after Avario was out of the houſe. This 
gentleman, who it ſeems has a ſincere friendſhip for 
Clyamon, had been extremely impatient, and in- 
deed more anxious than could have been expected, 

from a perſon of his gay thoughtleſs diſpoſition, to 
know the event of the Jetter he had received from 
his father, had been come to the houſe ſome time, 
and waited in the parlour till the departure of Ava- 
rio made it proper for him to appear. Almoſt the 

#rit ſalutation he gave to Clyamon contain'd'an en- 
treaty for the ſatisfaction of his curioſity in this 
joint, which the other very readily complied with 
in general terms; but had too much diicretion to 
expoſe his father's mercenary views, or by relating. 
the defign he had of making him a member of par- 
liament, reveal the motives he had for doing ſo, or 
the inſtructions he had given him for his behaviour 
after he ſhould be elected. | 

Mr. Careleſs, after having congratulated his 

friend on his being re-eſtabliſhed in the good graces 
of his father, and the honour that was about to 
recede to him, ſaid a great _ pleaſant and 
ſpirited things to him, on the occaſion of his being 
likkly to become a member of that auguſt and re- 
ſpectable aſſembly, But the particulars of this diſ- 
; 5 courſe, 
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courſe, entertaining as it was, L am entirely unable 
to repeat, my Tablets being already crowded with 
the preceding dialogue; and all I can remember is, 
that the two gentlemen after chatting away an hour, 
agreed to dine together that day, and to that end 
adjourned to a tavern in theneighbourhood, leavin 
me at liberty to retire to my own apartment. 7 
was extremely pleaſed with finding, by what I had 
ſeen that day of Clyamon, that I had not been de- 
ceived in the high raifed expectations I had enter- 
tained of his good ſenſe and probity; and alſo with 
perceiving that Avario, in ſpite of his ſordid and 
avaritious diſpoſition, could not help allowing the 
merits of a ſon, whoſe ſentimeats and principles . 
were in almoſt every thing ſo directly oppoſite to 
bis own, | | | 
The evening of the next day this worthy young 
tleman call'd upon me, as he return'd from 
having paſs'd the fomer part of it with his father : 
—he was much leſs reſerved with me than he had 
been with Mr, Careleſs, which convinced me .he 
knew how to refrain unboſoming himſelf to thoſe 
whoſe ſolidity he had cauſe to doubt, and took a 
pleaſure in being entirely open to thoſe on whom 
he could depend that his confidence would not be 
abuſed, either by wantonneſs or neglect. He re- 
peated to me therules preſcribed to him by his father 
for the regulation of his conduct in parliament, and 
expreſs'd the litile obligation he thought himſelf 
under to him on that ſcore, in terms the moſt ſtrong 
and pathetic : — theſe are ſome of his words: 
< — The love of my country (ſaid he) I look upon 
as the firſt and greateſt moral duty of mankind ; 
and I think I may venture to aſſure myſelf, 
that I ſhall never be tempted to renounce it on 
the proſpect of any advantage offer'd, ia what 
ſhape ſoever.“ 
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I then told him, that I believed the bulk of the 
people owed the grievances they complained of 
greatly to the luxury of their repreſentatives, who 
having impair'd their eſtates in the modiſſi exceſſes 
of the times, found themſelves under a neceſſity of 
entering into meaſures which otherwiſe they would. 
never have complied with. © Perhaps too, added 
I, to gratify the ambition. of a beloved wife or 

prevent the clamour of a turbulent one, may be 


one reaſon to which the infringement of public 


© liberty may be aſcribed.” Clyamon liſtened with: 
great attention to what [ ſaid, and joining in my 
opinion, replied, that his own. obſervation of ſome. 
late inſtances confirmed the truth of this argument: 
— The firſt of theſe excitements, continued he, 

I have already experienced the danger of through: 
my inadvertency, and ſhall be wary to avoid the 
« ſnare in which I have been once entangled ; 

and as for the other, if ever I marry, ſhall endea- 
rc 

C. 


vour to get a wife as near as poſſible to the de- 
5 N given by the r RTOY miſtreſs: : 


—— — A maid 
Who knows not courts, yet courts does far outſhine: 
In ev'ry ſtarry beauty of the mind; 
One who array'd in native lovelineſs, 
And ſweet ſimplicity, deſpiſes art; 
And has a ſoul too great to ſtoop to pride, 
With the mean ways by which it aims at grandeur. 


With theſe diſcourſes we paſs'd the time he ſtaid * 
{ have not ſeen him ſince, but heard of his ſafe 
arrival at **** :—— Whether he will be elected for 
that county cannot be determined at the time of my 
writing this; ſo can only ſay, that if he is, I doubt 


not but his character will appear to much more ad- 


vantage tban in the feint. ſketch. I. have here been: 
able to give of it. 


END of theFIRST VOLUME. 


